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INTRODUCTION 

In October of last year, when we first discussed the 
idea of producing a European Studies Students' Association 
Journal, we were unsure of what it would look like when 
complete. After many meetings and conversations, we de-
cided to compile a comprehensive media analysis of how 
European Union Member States' popular media depicted 
the European Union and what issues and trends emerged 
in their relations over the course of 2011. While our origi-
nal vision was to have reports on all twenty-seven Member 
States, due to the difficulty of finding participants who 
were both willing and had the necessary language skills, we 
were only able to cover eighteen Member States. In addi-
tion to these, we have included four reports on nations who 
have a profound effect on both the current state and future 
of the European Union. Although the final product is more 
limited in scope than originally anticipated, the diverse 
community of the University of Toronto made the realiza-
tion of this journal much easier; outside of this environ-
ment it would have been an insurmountable obstacle to 
locate so many people with multilingual proficiency. We 
are all incredibly pleased with the result of our analysts' 
efforts, and hope that next year we will be able to build 
upon the success of this year and realize our original vision 
of providing reports on all European Union Member States.  

 
The massive undertaking that this journal proved 

to be, not only due to its limited timeline, but also because 
of it being the first of its kind, was greatly lightened 
through the assistance, support, and encouragement we 
received from both faculty, members of the community, 
and our peers.  
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We sincerely hope that you find our journal inter-
esting, informative and educational, and that you will look 
forward to reading next year's edition.  

 
The ESSA Editorial Board, 
March 30, 2012 
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AUSTRIA 

By Aglaia Lowo 

 

Ethnic composition: Austrians 91.1%, 
former Yugoslavs 4% (includes Croa-
tians,  Slovenes,  Serbs,  and Bosniaks),  
Turks 1.6%, German 0.9%, other or 
unspecified 2.4% (2001 census) 

Population: 8,219,743 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $41,700 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 1995 

EU funding in 2010: net contributor 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Austria joined the EU in 1995, along with Sweden 
and Finland, marking the EU’s fourth enlargement. Aus-
tria’s decision was finalized by a national referendum, in 
which a majority voted in favor of membership.1 Previous-
ly, Austria struggled with the idea of joining the EEC, as it 
was apprehensive of compromising its neutrality.2 Despite 
years of deliberation concerning the EEC, Austria did not 
hesitate to partake in other European initiatives, such as 
the EFTA, of which it was a founding member. In 2002 Aus-
tria successfully implemented the euro as its official cur-
rency.   
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 

Der Standard 
www.derstandard.at  
 
Der Standard is a self-proclaimed liberal, national, daily 
newspaper, with no public affiliations to any political party. 
It is a widely read daily with over 100,000 copies in circu-
lation daily. The online edition boasts a section explicitly 
concerning the EU, with updates made multiple times a 
day.3  
 
Der Österreichische Rundfunk (ORF)  
www.orf.at 
 
Der Österreichische Rundfunk is the largest state-owned, 
national public service broadcaster in Austria, and pro-
vides the country with a combination of regional and na-
tionwide television and radio channels.4  
 
Die Presse  
www.diepresse.com 
 
Die Presse is a conservative liberal, national newspaper, 
issued daily, and closely linked to the Austrian Peoples’ 
Party. The paper is considered elitist, with a daily circula-

http://www.derstandard.at/
http://www.orf.at/
http://www.diepresse.com/
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tion of approximately 98,000 copies. Its online version is 
updated throughout the day.5  
 
FINDINGS: 
 
There were three prominent, inter-related topics that 
stood out in the Austrian media in 2011: the Eurozone cri-
sis, EU enlargement, and Schengen reform with the poten-
tial for a unified EU-asylum policy.  
 
Eurozone crisis 
The topic with the most media coverage throughout 2011 
was the Eurozone crisis and its implications for the EU and 
for Austria. 
- In the New Year’s speech delivered by the Austrian Presi-
dent, Heinz Fischer, the topic of the Eurozone crisis and 
Austria’s role in it were addressed extensively.6  
- Nevertheless, there was a general consensus among the 
press that Austria remained one of the most optimistic 
countries in the EU, concerning its future in the institution.7 
This optimism is reflected in multiple articles concerning 
Austria scoring as one of the ‘Top Four’ most optimistic 
countries in the Eurozone, despite the economic hardship 
confronted by the EU throughout 2011.8 Most articles con-
cerning this topic displayed a rather objective view of the 
discussion concerning the EU’s “Rettungsschirm” (emer-
gency parachute), presenting a balanced account of the 
opinions held on this topic.9  
- However, some articles portray more radical views, which 
are usually denoted by the opinion of the prominent right-
wing political party in Austria, die Freiheitliche Partei 
Österreichs (FPÖ). Customarily, the FPÖ take a stance 
against Austria’s greater involvement in the EU, especially 
when it comes to funding countries like Greece during the 
Eurozone crisis.10 Conversely, many articles were seen to 
condone the EU’s aid to Greece and the EU’s actions 
throughout the Eurozone crisis as a whole.11 
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EU Enlargement 
Another prominent issue in the Austrian media in 2011 
was the further enlargement of the EU to Southeastern Eu-
ropean states, such as Croatia and Serbia, and more con-
troversially, Turkey. On this topic the articles gave an array 
of opinions and stances, especially in light of the economic 
crisis Europe faced. 
- Der Standard reported that the President of the Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber, Christoph Leitl, publicly an-
nounced that he believed Turkey is not ready for the EU, 
and the EU is not ready for Turkey; eight days later, the 
same newspaper reported a different opinion, which held 
that Turkey and the EU needed each other.12 13 
 
Schengen Reform and Asylum Policy 
Another topic that was raised with some frequency was the 
reemergence of border control issues, specifically those 
pertaining to the Schengen Agreement.14 
- Many of the articles on this topic addressed the uncertain-
ty of the potential for future changes to the Schengen 
Agreement in relation to the growing question of the EU’s 
stance on asylum. 15 
- Thus, the question of a unified EU-asylum policy was also 
discussed with some frequency.16 
 
2011 IN REVIEW:  
 

In 2011, discourse in the Austrian media under-
went a significant transition from focusing predominantly 
on domestic issues to those concerning Austria in the EU. 
This shift became increasingly prevalent with the EU’s re-
sponse to the collapse of the Greek economy and the Euro-
zone crisis. During his New Year’s address on 1 January 
2012, Austrian President, Heinz Fischer placed great em-
phasis on the EU, and Austria’s role in it.17 This was con-
flicting with the speech he had delivered on the 1 January 
2011, which did not place the same emphasis on the EU or 
the economic plight of Europe.18  
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Overall, Austria’s attitude to the Eurozone crisis 
was considered hopeful, as both Die Presse and Der Stan-
dard reported that Austria scored as the fourth most opti-
mistic country in the EU.19 20 Thus, despite fiscal hardship, 
and some more radical views that called for Austria’s with-
drawal from Eurozone crisis funding, the population at 
large, as represented by the Austrian media, appeared to be 
content with the EU. Austrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Michael Spindelegger, also addressed the Eurozone crisis, 
reinforcing that this was a time to support the EU and its 
development; he went so far as to advocate for the en-
hancement of EU policy in foreign affairs and a move to-
wards European political union.21 22 This suggests that the 
Eurozone crisis has, at least on a governmental level, en-
hanced Austria’s ties and relationship to the EU throughout 
2011.  

The next major issue covered by the Austrian me-
dia was that of EU enlargement. While the growing possi-
bility of Croatia, Serbia and the Ukraine joining the EU was 
discussed at great length, it was mainly Turkey’s bid to be-
come the newest EU member that caused the most heated 
debate among the media sources. While Der Standard re-
ported on Christoph Leitl’s public announcement that he 
believed Turkey is not ready for the EU, and the EU is not 
ready for Turkey, only eight days later the same newspaper 
reported a different opinion, which held that Turkey and 
the EU needed each other.23 24 This suggests that the media 
represented a balanced array of opinions on the topic of 
Turkey joining the EU. The media did not seem to notice a 
particular change in the Austrian public’s feelings towards 
the EU and the politics of enlargement.  

When it came to the issue of the Schengen Agree-
ment, the Austrian media reflected a variety of views, espe-
cially in light of the Arab Spring and the increasing flow of 
refugees, asylum seekers, and illegal immigrants to Austria. 
The Austrian Minister of Foreign Affairs stated explicitly 
that he wished to reinstate controls between the Schengen 
countries’ borders in light of the Arab Spring, without in-
augurating the reinforcement of permanent border con-
trols.25 This raised the question of the formation of a uni-
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fied EU asylum policy. Once again, the Austrian media rep-
resented a variety of assessments, offering the public a di-
verse array of opinions on this topic. As with the issue of 
EU enlargement, the questions arising from Schengen re-
form and the creation of EU asylum law did not seem con-
tentious enough to sway the Austrian public’s opinion of 
the EU. 

In conclusion, the issue dealt with most frequently 
by the media, the Eurozone crisis, did not stunt the growth 
of Austria’s affection for the EU. The issues concerning EU 
enlargement, the Schengen border controls, and the grow-
ing issue of asylum seekers did not prompt a particular 
public reaction to the EU. Therefore, while Austria’s rela-
tionship with the EU was, economically speaking, put to the 
test over the course of 2011, it did not fundamentally 
change the public’s perceptions of or feelings towards the 
EU itself.  
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BELGIUM 

By Allison Gibbons 

 

Ethnic composition: Flemish 58%, Walloon 
31%, mixed or other 11% 

Population: 10,438,353 (July 2012 est.) 

GDP per capita: $37,600 (2011 est.) 

Member since: 1952 

EU funding in 2010: net contributor 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Belgium is a constitutional monarchy and as of 
2007 it became a federal state.1 It was one of the three 
founding members of the EC in 1957, and of the Benelux 
Economic Union in 1958.2 Belgium has always maintained 
a close relationship with the EU and has been at the fore-
front of pursuing European integration.3 The bilingual capi-
tal of Brussels hosts several international organizations: 
most of the European institutions are located in Belgium as 
well as the NATO headquarters.4 The country is culturally 
divided between the Flemish speaking north and the 
French speaking south.5 This has led to prolonged tensions, 
and Belgium's political instability has always been particu-
larly worrying to the EU, especially in 2010 when it coin-
cided with the country taking over the rotating 6-month 
Presidency of the EU Council of Ministers.6 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Het Laatste Nieuws (The Latest News)  
www.hln.be 
 
Het Laastste Nieuws is a Dutch language newspaper based 
in Brussels, with a daily circulation of 300,000.7 It is owned 
by De Persgroep Publishing, which originated as a small 
local Flemish newspaper and has grown into the largest 
media company in Belgium and the Netherlands, with a 
turnover of almost one billion euros.8 Het Laastste Nieuws 
was established in 1888 as a moderate liberal Flemish 
newspaper,9 suggesting an anti-francophone stance and 
support for the Flemish movement. De Persgroep Publish-
ing is the leading newspaper publisher in Belgium and also 
publishes daily newspapers De Morgen, De Tiid, and its 
French counter-part L`Echo.10  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hln.be/


19   

Le Soir 
www.lesoir.be 
 
Le Soir is seen as liberal and progressive, with politically 
federalist leanings. The newspaper’s motto is: an "Evening" 
fighting for the rights of men and women, respect for hu-
man dignity, freedom of expression and multiculturalism.11 
It is one of the most popular francophone newspapers in 
Belgium.12 The publication is owned by the Rossel & Cie 
and has a daily circulation of 90,000.13  
 
De Staandard  
www.standaard.be 
 
De Staandard is a Flemish daily newspaper traditionally 
associated with the Christian-Democratic and Flemish Par-
ties.14 Today, De Staandard claims to be politically neu-
tral.15 De Staandard is a member of Raad voor de Journalis-
tiek (RvdJ- Council for Journalism); the independent body 
for self-regulation of the Flemish press in Belgium.16 It was 
founded by and remains partially funded by the journalist 
unions and by publishers and media houses in Flanders.17 
It is a widely read newspaper with a daily circulation of 
95,000.18 
 
Flanders News  
www.deredactie.be 
 
Flanders News is Belgium’s online news website for the 
Flemish Radio- and Television Network Organisation 
(VRT). The VRT is the public broadcasting network for the 
Flemish Community.19 Its objective is to be a public broad-
casting company “of everyone, for everyone”.20 The com-
pany provides audiovisual programmes and services to a 
wide audience on diverse platforms, and claims to be inde-
pendent of commercial or political influence.21 The pro-
grammes aim to further the development of the Flemish 
cultural identity, and a democratic and tolerant society.22 
 
 

http://www.lesoir.be/
http://www.standaard.be/
http://www.deredactie.be/cm/vrtnieuws
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FINDINGS: 
 
Assessment of Belgium’s 6-month EU presidency 
EU-Belgium relations commenced in 2011 on a high note.  
 
- 18 January 2011: Members of the European Parliament 
have expressed praise for the Belgian presidency of the 
EU.23 Speaking at a plenary session of the European Par-
liament in Strasbourg, several members complemented 
Belgium on its stewardship of the EU during the country’s 
turn at the presidency that ran from 1 July until 31 Decem-
ber 2010.24 
 
Following this success, the relationship between Belgium 
and the EU concerned the following topics for the rest of 
2011:    
 
Belgium without a federal government for 541 days
              
- 20 March 2011: Belgium was criticized in Het Laatste 

Nieuws for failing to implement the EU Framework.25 The 
deadline for implementing the EU Framework Decision in 
2006 passed and with the fall of the government and the 
dissolution of parliament, the draft law could not be sub-
mitted by parliament.26 

- 30 March 2011: Belgian sets the new world record, sur-
passing Iran, as the country to have experienced the long-
est time period with no official government (289 days).27 
However, Belgian sentiment remains one of indifference; 
the record is not mentioned and in fact is denied in local 
media outlets, referring to Cambodia, which they claim 
went 353 days without a government.28 

- 30 March 2011: De Standaard reiterated this fact, stating 
that Bart de Wever N-VA(New Flemish Alliance) and Di 
Rupo PS (Socialist Party) still have two months to form a 
government before Belgium becomes the new world 
record holder.29 

- 20 July 2011: King Albert indicated his frustration with 
the current political impasse.30  He points to the leading 
role that Belgium played in European integration and 
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notes that this role could be damaged if Belgium’s politi-
cal stalemate continues.31 

- 1 September 2011: The European Commission issued an 
urgent warning to Belgium to take speedy action to form 
a fully-functioning government.32 

 
The Eurozone Crisis 
 
- 11 April 2011: Didier Reynders, the finance minister, 

sought to "break the myths" of the budgetary situation of 
the country. The federal government and country focused 
on the revision of the Stability Programme and the Bel-
gian National Reform Programme, which had been ex-
pected by the European Commission.33  

- 22 October 2011:  Belgium agreed to the creation of the 
EFSF, which guaranteed investors bonds issued by Euro-
zone countries.34  

- 12 November 2011: A budget by Monday? The Flemish 
and Francophone Socialists, Christian democrats and lib-
erals needed to find 11.3 billion Euros to ensure that the 
2012 budget deficit did not exceed the 2.8% agreed upon 
with the EU.35 Belgium was added to the EU black list and 
was reprimanded by the European Commission, as the 
growth predictions released by it put growth in Belgium 
at 0.9% for 2011.36       

 - 14 December 2011: The “historic” summit of the ECB did 
little to convince either markets or analysts that37 Europe 
was doomed to remain in "crisis".38   

 
The Arab Spring 
 
- 4 February 2011: Over 200 protestors gathered in Brus-

sels to demand the departure of former Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak and to demand the show of support 
from EU leaders for the democratic changes in the Middle 
East.39              

- 2 March 2011: The EU increased humanitarian aid for Li-
byan refugees from €3 million to €10 million.40 
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- 25 May 2011: The EU pledged an extra €1.2 million of 
“conditional aid” for 2012-2013 to the Arab states under-
going revolution.41  

- 8 September 2011:  MSF (Médecins sans frontiers) stated 
that the EU member states should help instead of closing 
their borders to "illegal immigration."42 “We are question-
ing the double standards of the international community; 
at the European level, the answer is not closing the bor-
ders.”43  

                         
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

The analysis of popular Belgian media indicates 
that there has been a noticeable deterioration in relations 
between Belgium and the EU in 2011. By year’s beginning 
the EU considered Belgium’s EU presidency, which ended 
on 1 January 2011, to be particularly successful. By year’s 
end the EU criticized and pressured Belgium to solve its 
ongoing political and economic impasse. These sentiments 
were echoed by King Albert, who in the Flanders News, 
urged the politicians to resolve their differences, as he 
made references to the special position of Belgium within 
the EU. He claimed:  “Brussels has become the de facto Eu-
ropean capital. Our country, with its cultural diversity has 
partly been seen as a model for the European Union.”44  

A country that has traditionally been an advocate of 
European integration, Belgium has had a difficult time 
maintaining this stance. Concerns of domestic turmoil and 
market volatility have strained its relations with the EU. 
The EU has come under fire domestically for its handling of 
the Eurozone crisis thus far.  Beatrice Delvaux, chief editor 
of Le Soir, exemplifies this negativity in many of her ar-
ticles. She writes that the majority of people are sceptical of 
the austerity measures implemented by Prime Minister 
Elio Di Rupo and his government.45 She places blame on 
her own country for having “waited too long,” to imple-
ment these measures and notes that the entire euro area is 
now at stake.46   

It can be said with confidence that the Belgian me-
dia has played a significant role in portraying the EU in a 
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generally negative light over the past year. It has brought 
to the forefront the restrictions, limitations and demands of 
the EU at a time of Belgian domestic discord. At the same 
time, certain exogenous events, such as those in Egypt and 
Libya, demonstrate the circumstances under which Bel-
gium is willing to support, and also pressure the EU to ful-
fill its obligations. Events throughout 2011, have not re-
sulted in overtly hostile feelings between Belgium and the 
EU, but rather indicate a period of increasingly strained 
relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



24 

                                                 
 
1 “EU facts.” Civitas. 21 July 2011. Date of access: 05/01/2012. 
2 ibid. 
3 ibid. 
4 “Belgium.” Europa. Date of access: 05/01/2012. 
5 “EU facts.” Civitas. 21 July 2011. Date of access: 05/01/2012. 
6 ibid. 
7 “Source Profile: Het Laatste Nieuws” Presseurop. Date of access: 

30/03/2012. 
8 “Toonaangevende krantenuitgever in Belgie en Nederland.” De Pers-

groep Newspapers. Date of access: 05/01/2012.  
9 “Flemish Movement.” Multilingual Archive. 2011. Date of access: 

05/01/2012. 
10 “Toonaangevende krantenuitgever in Belgie en Nederland.” De Pers-

groep Newspapers. Date of access: 05/01/2012. 
11 Original text : “Un « Soir» de combat pour les droits de l'homme et de 

la femme, le respect de la dignité humaine, la liberté d'expression, la 
multiculturalité.” in “Le Soir se lève contre l’inacceptable.”  Le Soir. 
2005. Date of access: 05/01/2012. 

12 “Belgian and EU Media.” International Press Centre Brussels. Date of 
access: 05/01/2012.  

13 “Source Profile: Le Soir.” Presseurop. Date of access: 30/03/2012. 
14 “Belgian and EU Media.” International Press Centre Brussels. Date of 

access: 05/01/2012. 
15 ibid. 
16 “Raad voor de Journalistiek.” Raad voor de Journalistiek. Date of 

access: 05/01/2012. 
17 ibid. 
18 “Source Profile: De Standaard” Presseurop. Date of access: 

30/03/2012. 
19 “Tasks.” Vlaamse Radio- en Televisieomroeporganisatie. 2010. Date of 

access: 08/01/2012.  
20 ibid. 
21 ibid. 
22 ibid. 
23 “Praise for Belgian EU Presidency.” FlandersNews. 18 January 2011. 

Date of access: 18/01/2012.  
24 ibid. 
25 “Belgium goes wrong money by failing to transpose EU framework.” 

Het Laatste Nieuws. 20 March 2011. Date of access: 20/01/2012. 
26 ibid. 
27 “Belgian political crisis sets new world record.” Euractiv. 01 April 

2011. Date of access: 18/01/2012.  
28 “We do not yet have the record from Cambodia.” De Morgen. 30 March 

2011. Date of access: 08/01/2012.  
29 “Belgium no world record form of government.” De Staandard. 30 

March 2011. Date of access: 18/01/2012.  



25   

                                                                                               
 
30 “King Albert warns the political class.” FlandesNews. 20 July 2012. 

Date of access: 16/01/2012. 
31 ibid. 
32 “Ministers justify austerity.” Le Soir. Date of access: 18/01/2012. 
33 ibid.  
34 “Belgium supports European emergency fund as guarantor.” Het 

Laatste Nieuws. 22 September2011. Date of access: 9/02/2012.  
35 “A budget by Monday?” FlandersNews. 11 November 2011. Date of 

access: 18/01/2012. 
36 ibid. 
37 “Europe wants a Belgium government that decides.” Le Soir. 01 August 

2011. Date of access: 18/01/2012.  
38 ibid. 
39 “Over 200 protesters demands departure Mubarak in Brussels.” De 

Morgen. 04 February 2011. Date of access: 09/02/2012.  
40 “EU strengthens humanitarian aid to Libyan refugees.” De Morgen. 02 

March 2011. Date of access: 09/02/2012. 
41 ibid. 
42 “Die between Libya and Lampedusa.” Het Laatste Nieuws. 08 August 

2011. Date of access: 09/02/2012. 
43 ibid. 
44 “King Albert warns the political class.” FlandesNews. 20 July 2012. 

Date of access: 16/01/2012. 
45 “Run for your Lives!” Le Soir. 28 November 2011. Date of access: 

18/01/2012. 
46 ibid. 



 
 

26 

BULGARIA 

By Anjela Deyanska 

 

Ethnic composition: Bulgarian 83.9%, Turk 
9.4%, Roma 4.7%, other 2% (including Ma-
cedonian, Armenian, Tatar, Circassian) (2001 
census) 

Population: 7,037,935 (July 2012 est.) 

GDP per capita: $13,500 (2011 est.) 

Member since: 2007 
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BACKGROUND:  
 

Situated in the heart of the Balkan Peninsula, Bul-
garia is a parliamentary democracy with a long and colour-
ful history, the impact of which remains visible in Bulgarian 
society today. Following the end of the Second World War, 
Bulgaria was ruled under a one party, communist regime 
and was widely recognized as one of the well-established 
Soviet satellite states in the communist bloc. Subsequent to 
the collapse of communism, during the early 1990s Bulga-
ria experienced political instability, which was a key factor 
in the country's slow transition process, only joining the EU 
in 2007, as opposed to 2004 as many had hoped.1 Bulga-
ria's inability to institute lasting reforms combatting cor-
ruption and organized crime has continued to raise con-
cerns, and led to the 2008 suspension of hundreds of mil-
lions worth of euros in EU funding.2 Since that time, the EU 
has consistently insisted that Bulgaria's administration fo-
cus on implementing thorough reforms aimed at reducing 
corruption, especially in the judicial sector.3 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
A number of global media conglomerates have acquired a 
stake in Bulgaria's media market since the country’s transi-
tion to a market economy in the 1990s.4 Privately owned 
press sources are common, and freedom of the press is 
protected under the constitution; however, as a 2009 re-
port from the Paris-based Reporters Without Borders cau-
tioned, investigative journalism and media pluralism in the 
country are being threatened by political pressure, orga-
nized crime and corruption.5 
 
Trud  
www.trud.bg 
 
Founded in 1936, Trud is one of the oldest and most widely 
read newspapers in Bulgaria, with an estimated current 
daily circulation of 100,000.6 It is a self-proclaimed 'centre' 
paper, which takes pride in its lengthy history in Bulgarian 

http://http//www.trud.bg
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media.7 In 1997 the German press conglomerate WAZ, 
which currently owns several other news sources in the 
country, the most prominent being 24 Chasa, bought the 
newspaper.8 Trud is well-known for publishing trivial news 
items; however, its investigative reporting is a respected 
feature, specifically when making revelations about the 
country’s political elite.9 
 
Standart 
www.standartnews.com 
 
Founded in 1992, Standart is owned by a private news 
agency, Standart News, and was the first Bulgarian news-
paper to be published both in print and online.10 The 
newspaper also features an English version on its website 
and has a current circulation of about 100,000, making it 
one of the most widely read newspapers in the country.11 
At the time of its launch, the newspaper targeted business-
savvy and intellectual audiences; however, since the turn of 
the century, its readership has shifted to a less-educated 
demographic, as the nature of its reporting became predo-
minantly tabloid-like. It continues to feature a wide range 
of topics, from economics to revelations about Bulgarian 
celebrities, this range is suggested as the main reason for 
its continued popularity.12    
 
Dnevnik  
www.dnevnik.bg 
 
Part of "Economedia", the largest private group of business 
media in Bulgaria, Dnevnik was launched in 1999 following 
the success of Kapital, a weekly business newspaper wide-
ly-recognized for its thorough, independent economic and 
political analysis.13 Dnevnik has featured a popular online 
edition, targeting mainly business audiences as well as in-
tellectuals, who, for over 10 years have been attracted by 
the newspaper's independent and professional reporting. 
On October 31, 2011, with the launch of Kapital Daily, the 
new print edition Economedia offers to its valued business-

http://www.standartnews.com/
http://http//www.dnevnik.bg
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savvy readers, Dnevnik became an exclusively online news 
source.14 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
Over 400 articles were consulted from the three aforemen-
tioned media sources with broad readership in Bulgaria 
using the following keywords to search: "Bulgaria and the 
EU", "euro", "Schengen Area". Given the initial volume and 
range of articles, a limited search narrowed the results 
down to 318 articles relevant to current Bulgaria-EU rela-
tions. From these findings, the following four topics stood 
out as the leading issues reported on in 2011. 
 
Bulgaria and Romania's accession to the Schengen area 
 
- As 2011 began, the majority of reporting on the topic of 

Schengen discussed Bulgaria and Romania's expectations 
for accession according to the schedule set out by the EU, 
including articles indicating support for the two coun-
tries' accession to the border free zone.15 By mid-January 
2011, all three newspapers reported on the EU's criticism 
which revealed the issues that stood in the way of Bulga-
ria's accession to the Schengen area,16 17 as well as the 
reaction of the Bulgarian administration, promising that 
the criteria will be met in time for the scheduled acces-
sion in March 2011.18 19 20 21 22 In addition several articles 
also indicated that Bulgaria and Romania demanded that 
the EU stick to its promises and 'not change the rules of 
the game, halfway through', questioning whether the ac-
cession criteria have been equal for all of its member 
states.23 24 

- In domestic politics, the issue of the delayed accession to 
Schengen was widely linked to a scandal that unfolded in 
the end of 2010, dealing with government authorized 
special investigative techniques ('CPC' in Bulgarian).25 
The opposition parties openly criticized the majority gov-
ernment’s use of such methods, claiming that the invasion 
of privacy was a strong indicator of the 'police state' that 
the GERB administration had created.26 The issue was al-
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so viewed, by foreign political scientists, as having a nega-
tive impact on Bulgaria's accession to the Schengen 
area.27 28 
- All three news sources reported the German and French 
opposition to the acceptance of Bulgaria and Romania in-
to the border free area, stating that issues of border secu-
rity had not been completely resolved.29 30 31 In contrast, 
the papers also covered the position of numerous other 
EU states such as Spain, Poland, Hungary,32 Luxembourg33 
and the Czech Republic,34 all of which openly voiced their 
support of Bulgaria and Romania, and in several instances 
criticized their colleagues’ opposition.35 36 37 38 
- The issue was exacerbated in mid-2011 when both Bul-
garia and Romania gained the support of several EU 
states in asserting that they had successfully met the ne-
cessary criteria for joining the Schengen area.39 This 
meant that the divide between those in support of their 
accession and those opposing it grew even wider.40 41 The 
Bulgarian media reflected the opinions of prominent EU 
leaders calling for the support of the two countries’ ac-
cession, insisting that anything less would severely dam-
age solidarity within the union.42 43 44 45 46 
- Regardless of the obvious and widespread disappoint-
ment presented in the media,47 48 by June, the administra-
tion had shifted towards proactively seeking an exact an-
swer as to when Bulgaria should expect to join the bor-
derless zone,49 50 51 aiming for the first quarter of 2012,52 
while France's prognosis in July stated the accession will 
likely happen towards the end of 2012.53 54 By the fourth 
quarter of 2011, Bulgaria and Romania’s accession to 
Schengen had already become a sore topic, as the leader-
ship of both countries insisted that the opposition of the 
Netherlands, France,55 56 Germany,57 Denmark,58 Sweden, 
Belgium and Finland59 60 was unfair, claiming that the cri-
teria set out had been achieved.61 62 63 64 No final decision 
was made in 2011;65 66 however, there was an indication 
of a possible date of accession for air travel of March 
2012.67 The heavily reported and discussed topic of ac-
cession to the Schengen Area unsurprisingly continued 
well into January 2012.68 
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The Euro crisis, Bulgaria's involvement in Euro-Plus 
and Bulgaria's own economic performance 
 
- General reporting on the developments related to the Eu-

ro crisis,69 70 such as the troublesome economic decline of 
the Eurozone;71 focusing mainly on the situation in 
neighbouring Greece,72 with several reports also dealing 
with Italy, Spain,73 and Portugal’s74 economic difficulties. 

- Reports on the domestic economic reality75 in comparison 
with that of the EU76 77 as a whole and several of the most 
fiscally troubled member states. These reports feature 
reviews of the Bulgarian economy78 79 80 and health of the 
financial sector,81 82 83 84 and discuss the country's even-
tual transition to the euro.85 86 87 88 89 90 Several reports al-
so discussed the EU's request that Bulgaria alter its tax 
laws, specifically the conditions applied to its VAT refund, 
claiming that the practice was discriminatory to persons 
involved in activities within the European Union.91 

- Bulgaria’s participation in Euro-Plus92 93 and its contribu-
tion towards possible bailout funds;94 95 96 including sev-
eral widely read interviews with the Minister of the Inte-
rior, the Premier,97 98 the Minister of Economics,99 the Mi-
nister of Finance,100 101 102 and European leaders 103 re-
garding the Euro crisis104 105 as a whole and Bulgaria's 
economic position within it.106 107 By the end of 2011, 
Premier Boiko Borisov proposed that the countries with-
in the EU that have maintained a deficit under 3% should 
be rewarded for their fiscal discipline and others be en-
couraged to follow suit;108 109 110 this is referred to as 'the 
golden rule,'111 and the Bulgarian administration has 
heavily advocated its implementation.112 113 114 Reports 
have also indicated that the administration, joined by 
other Eastern European states, does not want to financial-
ly support bailout funds for struggling EU countries such 
as Greece, where the standard of living is significantly 
higher than in Bulgaria.115 116 117  
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Issue of reforms 
Since Bulgaria’s accession to the EU in 2007, its failure to 
implement lasting reforms in several key areas, such as the 
judicial sector, building and combatting corruption, has 
resulted in consistent criticism from the EU.  
 
- The issue of reforms was significant in 2011, as 41 of the 

most read articles suggest, especially in the areas of infra-
structure building,118 the fight against organized crime 
and corruption,119 and judicial reform.120 Corruption, spe-
cifically customs fraud, was criticized by EU member 
states121 and institutions such as the European Anti-Fraud 
Office (OLAF),122 and was indicated as having a negative 
effect on Bulgaria's future. 

- In June 2011, a report by the European Commission indi-
cated that Bulgaria's labour market was worsening, as 
unemployment rose and productivity declined.123 

- In addition to these, the issue of improper and insufficient 
absorption of EU funds was a point of criticism and an 
area in which the European Commission insisted reforms 
were necessary.124 125 
 

Work permits 
A less frequently reported on topic, but one of increasing 
importance in Bulgaria-EU relations, especially given the 
country’s unrealized accession to the Schengen Area, is the 
issue of work permits126.  

 
- The media reported on the implementation of the 'blue 

card' system for foreign professionals in Bulgaria, follow-
ing the example of the rest of the EU.127 

- Bulgaria and Romania have agreed to work together in 
their efforts to abolish employment restrictions for their 
citizens working within the EU.128 

- In the fall of 2011, the European Parliament requested 
that the EU's labour markets become open to Bulgarians 
by 2012,129 and that no country in the union should re-
strict Bulgarian workers after 2013,130 While some coun-
tries in the EU, including Belgium131 and Italy,132 ab-
olished their restrictions as of January 1, 2012, others, 
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such as France,133 Germany, the UK and the Netherlands, 
have insisted on maintaining them for as long as possi-
ble.134 
 

2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

Throughout 2011, the following issues affected rela-
tions between Bulgaria and the EU: Bulgaria’s accession to 
the Schengen Area; the Euro crisis and other economic de-
velopments; the matter of domestic reforms; and work 
permits and restrictions. While the articles consulted were 
of news reports, instead of op-ed pieces or commentaries, 
some general attitudes were depicted, indicating the por-
trayal of Bulgarian-EU relations in the popular domestic 
press.  

The disappointment over the delay of Bulgaria’s ac-
cession to the Schengen area, one of the most widely re-
ported on topics in 2011, had a negative impact on the 
country’s overall attitude towards the EU, especially after 
the administration claimed the requirements were com-
pleted, which was suggested by an EU-led inspection. The 
notion that the criteria for Schengen were not consistent, 
strongly affected domestic views of the delay imposed on 
Bulgaria and Romania, as politicians from both countries 
insisted that the necessary requirements had been met. 
Bulgarian reporting on the issue did reflect the increasing 
dissatisfaction shared by the vast majority of the popula-
tion over what some perceived to be unfair treatment, 
while others saw the delay as a result of the existing cor-
ruption and lack of reforms. As 2011 came to a close, the 
issue of Bulgaria’s accession to Schengen remained a hot 
topic, with reports mainly discussing the possible dates of 
accession set out for 2012. 

The other prominent issue in the Bulgarian media 
was the Eurozone crisis and the economic turmoil that per-
sisted throughout 2011, and more specifically its conse-
quences for Bulgaria. As the economic reality of the Euro-
zone countries became increasingly dire, all three news 
sources consulted produced articles contrasting the do-
mestic economic situation with that of other member 
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states, and the EU as a whole, indicating the high unem-
ployment rate as the most pressing economic factor in Bul-
garia, while praising the country’s relatively stable finan-
cial sector. The portrayed strength of the domestic finan-
cial sector was further emphasized through the numerous 
articles quoting the Minister of Finance, the Premier and 
other members of the political elite, as well as statistical 
data demonstrating the relative health of the Bulgarian 
currency in comparison to the euro. Overall, the euro crisis 
had two major impacts on Bulgaria as can be analyzed 
through the compilation of articles: firstly, there were 
growing fears over the grim forecast for the Eurozone as a 
whole, some as far-reaching as the Minister of Finance 
himself announcing there was a high chance for the euro to 
collapse by mid 2011; and secondly, the formation of Eu-
roplus, and Bulgaria’s role within it, increased concern 
amongst the population about the potential bailout pack-
ages that the country would fund. While the euro crisis 
created worrisome prospects for most Europeans, Bulga-
rians’ fear that they would, in effect, have to contribute to 
bailout funds for countries with substantially higher GDPs 
and standards of living, was a concern unique to Bulgaria. 
As the poorest member of the EU, providing any financial 
aid to struggling Eurozone countries, such as Greece, was 
widely portrayed as a strain the country could and would 
not endure, for the sake of, what were frequently referred 
to as, ‘irresponsible’ states. In this regard, the euro crisis 
also negatively impacted public opinion of the EU, as the 
majority of Bulgarians felt it was unjust that they would 
provide financial assistance to countries with higher stan-
dards of living and overall economic output. 

The issues of reforms and work permits, although 
less reported on, were still dominant topics that influenced 
the perception of the EU within Bulgaria. Since its acces-
sion to the union, Bulgaria has struggled to implement suc-
cessful reforms, and has consistently been criticized by the 
EU in its annual reviews. 2011 proved to be no different in 
this regard, and the media’s portrayal of the criticism was 
largely focused on the judicial sector and fighting orga-
nized crime. The link between the lack of successful re-
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forms and the delay in the country’s accession to the 
Schengen area was the only new development on the issue; 
it obviously had a negative impact, as the vast majority of 
Bulgarians have become increasingly discouraged and dis-
illusioned by the topic.  

Similarly, the topic of work permits and restrictions 
also had a negative effect on the perception of the union, as 
Bulgarians continue to face work restrictions within the 
EU. While the European Parliament called for the abolition 
of all work restrictions by the end of 2013, several member 
states such as France, Germany, and the UK announced that 
their labour restrictions on Bulgarian and Romanian work-
ers would remain in place until further notice. While a few 
agreements were finalized, allowing certain professionals 
to practice within the EU and vice versa, the general atti-
tude towards the issue of work permits was negative. Bul-
garia’s experience of receiving mixed treatment from other 
member states regarding the issue of work restrictions has 
left Bulgarians with the attitude that they are not being 
treated equally within the union. Receiving mixed treat-
ment by member states on the issue of work restrictions 
was an off-putting experience, and it fostered a shared atti-
tude that Bulgaria is not being treated equally within the 
EU.  
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DENMARK 

By Nikki Vukasovic 

 

Ethnic composition: Scandinavian,  Inuit ,  
Faroese,  German, Turkish,  Iranian,  
Somali  

Population: 5,543,453 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $40,200 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 1973 

EU funding in 2010: net contributor 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Denmark became a member of the EEC (now the 
EU) in 1973 during the first enlargement of the communi-
ty.1 A referendum on the Maastricht Treaty was held in 
Denmark in June 1992 and was rejected by the Danish vot-
ers.2 In response to the outcome of the referendum, in De-
cember 1992 an agreement was made in Edinburgh, at a 
European Council meeting that granted Denmark four ex-
ceptions to the Maastricht treaty including citizenship, 
economic and monetary union, defense policy and justice 
and home affairs.3 After the agreement was made, Den-
mark ratified the Maastricht Treaty in May 1993. Denmark 
became president of the EU on January 1, 2012.4 

 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Berlingske  
www.b.dk 
 
Berlingske (formerly Berlingske Tidende), is one of the old-
est newspapers on the continent, and has a daily circula-
tion of 152,000, making it the most read newspaper in 
Denmark.5 The newspaper is considered to have a centre-
right political alignment.6 
 
Jyllands Posten 
www.jp.dk 
 
Jyllands Posten is regarded to be one of the most highly 
read, daily newspapers in Denmark.7 According to Presseu-
rop however, the daily circulation of the paper is 148,000, 
making it the second most read. It is considered to have a 
liberal political alignment.8 However, the newspaper is also 
considered to be conservative by other media sources.9 In 
2004, Jyllands Posten was accused of being anti-
immigration, especially towards Muslim migrants after 
publishing cartoons depicting the Prophet Muhammad.10 
 
 

http://www.b.dk/
http://www.jp.dk/
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Politiken 
www.politiken.dk 
 
Politiken is the third most read daily paid newspaper in 
Denmark,11 with a daily circulation of 108,000.12 In 2010, 
Politiken won the European Newspaper Award, a design 
award for European newspapers.13 Politiken is considered 
to be a centre-left newspaper.14 Politiken is owned by the 
same group that owns Jyllands Posten, a rival newspaper 
that is considered to have a liberal-conservative political 
alignment.15  
 
BT  
www.bt.dk 
 
BT is a tabloid newspaper that is quite popular in Denmark, 
with a daily circulation of 152,000.16 Due to the tabloid na-
ture of the publication, it favours sensational news stories 
and lacks any real analysis of current issues. This daily 
evening paper is owned by the Berlingske Officin, the same 
company that publishes Berlingske, and as a result it also 
exhibits centre-right political views.17 
 
FINDINGS:  
 
Denmark within the EU 
 
- Denmark could possibly lose another seat in the Euro-

pean Parliament reducing Denmark’s influence in the EU 
and diminishing their total number of seats to 12. Less 
than two years ago Denmark had 14 seats. As more coun-
tries are added to the EU in the future Denmark can ex-
pect to lose more seats. Morten Løkkegaard, a Venstre 
MEP, says that Denmark cannot be deprived of any more 
influence and disagrees with the mathematical model 
used to determine the number of seats a country has. He 
says that 15 of the EU’s small and medium countries will 
lose seats while the larger countries will get even more 
seats in parliament. The current system favours larger 

http://www.politiken.dk/
http://www.bt.dk/
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countries at the expense of small and medium countries 
including Denmark.18 

- On 25 March 2011 reports indicated that the EU is at a 
real risk of disintegrating if it cannot display solid inter-
nal and external cooperation. The lack of cooperation can 
be seen in the EU’s approach to recent events in Libya 
“apart from France and Great Britain, most of the EU 
countries have failed to defend humanitarian principles in 
the country.” Leading EU countries have distanced them-
selves from the situation and Germany did not vote in the 
UN Security Council. The author argues that “indecision 
shows the disposition of a disunited Europe” and further 
that “it is a sign of infirmity in European cooperation if, in 
the midst of a crisis, we are unable to mobilize the politi-
cal will to help a neighboring external country, and bind 
ourselves internally to a sustainable policy for economic 
growth.”19 

 
Border Control/Immigration Policies:  
 
- Denmark’s border control plans meant to keep out crimi-

nals and illegal immigrants has put the country at odds 
with the EU who has said that the border controls are in 
violation of the Schengen Agreement. Denmark’s strict 
immigration legislation also puts it at odds with the rest 
of the EU.   

-  A ruling from the EU court, known as the Zambrano rul-
ing, could have a major impact on immigration policy in 
EU countries including Denmark as reported on 26 March 
2011. Danes are being urged to apply again for family 
reunification even if their previous requests were re-
jected. The ruling now makes it unlawful for a EU mem-
ber country to reject residence and work permits for for-
eign nationals who support a child that has EU citizen-
ship. It is possible that this ruling could affect several of 
the regulations passed by the Liberal-Conservative gov-
ernment aimed at restricting immigration. Lars Kyhnau 
Hansen, the spokesperson for Marriage Without Borders, 
estimates that since 2002 at least 10,000 Danes have had 
their family reunification applications rejected.20 
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- In an article from 20 March 2011, it was asserted that the 
claim that the ECJ frequently makes rulings with respect 
for the sovereignty of member countries has no basis in 
reality. The recent Zambrano ECJ ruling is a positive step 
for families who have kept apart due to Danish immigra-
tion legislation. This legislation dictated that Danish citi-
zens could not bring a foreign spouse into the country un-
less stringent conditions were met leading to some Danes 
moving to Sweden or Germany.21 

- Later on in June 2011 the media reported on criminal 
gangs from Eastern Europe making the Danish people 
fearful and as a result increasing number of Danes insist 
they must be kept out of the country. Moreover, border 
control prevents Denmark from being invaded by Germa-
ny according to some who say Germany’s protests that 
border control violates the spirit of the EU serves as evi-
dence that Germany has malicious plans. However, Den-
mark’s prosperity is linked with open borders. Competi-
tion and openness are the reasons why Denmark today is 
a leading cultural and artistic nation. The policies of 
present bourgeois-liberal government of Denmark are 
not compatible with the desire for freedom that led to the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. The author believes that the 
next step of the government may be to leave the EU en-
tirely which would cause the krone’s value to free-fall and 
eliminate Danish goodwill.22 

- The Danish government had enough votes to go ahead 
with a plan for permanent border control, as reported on 
16 June 2011. This move is said to send a message to the 
rest of the EU about how “open” Denmark wants to be. 
The Danish said the purpose of the border controls is to 
“prevent eastern European gangs from wreaking havoc in 
our country”. The permanent border controls are not 
compatible with the Schengen Agreement, which guaran-
tees free movement of people and goods according to crit-
ics. Denmark bowed to criticism with then Minister of 
Finance Claus Frederiksen acknowledging that the border 
plans had hurt Denmark’s image internationally.  

- On 1 July 2011 it was reported that Denmark’s govern-
ment is planning to introduce permanent customs border 
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controls despite backlash from Germany and the Euro-
pean Commission that the move will endanger the Schen-
gen Agreement on mobility within the EU. Denmark’s 
government has said the border controls comply with the 
Schengen Agreement and that they will present each 
phase of the plan to the EU Commission for comment.23 

- Also on 1 July 2011, the media indicated that the EU 
Commission will examine Denmark’s border plans. The 
commission as guardian of EU treaties will look into 
whether Denmark’s border plans are in line with Euro-
pean legislation. The border plans were developed by the 
Danish People’s Party, a right wing political party.24 

 
The Eurozone  
 
- Denmark’s citizens have repeatedly voted no to joining 

the Eurozone and this left some of the country’s leaders 
and those who support joining the Eurozone fearful that 
they will be sidelined when economic policies created to 
stem the debt crisis are created. However, consensus is 
that Denmark’s presidency of the EU in 2012 creates an 
opportunity for cooperation and collaboration between 
countries that use the euro and those who do not.   

- A reporting on 10 February 2011 stated that European 
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard indicated that it is time 
for Denmark to commit fully to EU membership by adopt-
ing the common currency. She says that without being a 
member of the Eurozone Denmark will not have a say in 
the development of new economic policies. Voters in 
Denmark have repeatedly voted against joining the mone-
tary union.25 

- On 27 September 2011 the media asserted that a referen-
dum on Denmark adopting the Euro is unlikely after a 
poll conducted by Danske Bank showing 50.6 per cent 
against joining the euro and 22.5 per cent in favor. There 
has been increased opposition to joining the monetary 
union in response to the debt crisis.26 

- On 31 October 2011 news reports stated that Angela 
Merkel had responded admirably to the debt crisis and 
acted in solidarity with vulnerable EU countries; Germany 
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should not be the focus of conspiracy theories or criti-
cism. A German Europe is no threat and Germany is the 
only country capable of solving the European debt crisis 
according to the author “Merkel maps out the path on a 
battlefield where most have lost their sense of direc-
tion.”27 

- In November 2011, Danish Prime Minister Helle Thorn-
ing-Schmid met with German Chancellor Angela Merkel to 
discuss Denmark’s upcoming presidency of the EU. A me-
dia reporting from 18 November asserted that Merkel be-
lieves Thorning-Schmidt is well suited to “build a bridge 
between EU countries who use the Euro and those who 
do not. Merkel also said that Denmark’s status as a euro 
outsider should not diminish the prospect of a successful 
Danish EU presidency. During the meeting Thorning-
Schmid stated that Denmark would not go ahead with 
planned border controls. 

- On 9 December 2011 it was reported that Denmark is 
seeking to be a part of any new agreement that the Euro-
zone countries adopt to try to tackle the debt crisis. Den-
mark is concerned that any treaty changes may create a 
“two speed Europe” with non-Eurozone countries on the 
outside. There is concern that this could weaken Den-
mark’s influence in the EU with Eva Kjer Hansen, EU is-
sues spokesperson for Venstre (The largest Danish politi-
cal party) stating “We are now seeing the consequences of 
Denmark having an exception to the euro as we are not 
amongst the core countries. Splitting Europe into differ-
ent groups could weaken Denmark's influence.”28 

- A report on 14 December 2011 indicated that the rise of 
euro skepticism in Denmark is a new phenomenon. In-
creased criticism of the euro and European integration is 
a result of the financial crisis where even core euro coun-
tries did not keep their financial houses in order. Accord-
ing to critics, the European Union has spent too much 
time engaged in power struggles and treaty discussions 
when it should have been working to liberalize their mar-
kets. As a consequence, the 40 billion dollars that Den-
mark may have to add to the EU crisis fund will hook 
Denmark to a doomed European project. The author does 
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not agree with the Eurosceptics and believes that Den-
mark would have more to lose by going alone then by as-
suming their share of responsibility for European integra-
tion.29 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

The relationship between Denmark and the EU was 
generally positive but became strained at certain periods 
due to Denmark’s border control plans and their strict im-
migration legislation. Denmark planned to implement bor-
der controls on the borders it shares with Germany and 
Sweden. Denmark claimed the border controls were 
needed to keep out criminals from Eastern Europe, but the 
EU felt the controls violated the Schengen Agreement. The 
country eventually decided not to go ahead with the con-
trols but its reputation within the EU was already tar-
nished. An ECJ decision in March 2011 that determined 
that a non-EU citizen who is the parent of a EU citizen has 
the right to reside within an EU member state and also ob-
tain a work permit. This brought negative attention to 
Denmark’s strict immigration policies. Critics in the EU and 
within Denmark believe that the state’s policies are bar-
riers to family reunification, which has forced many Danes 
to live in neighboring Sweden or Germany in order to re-
main with their spouses.   

Denmark’s policies may sometimes conflict with 
the mandate of the EU but the relationship is usually posi-
tive and beneficial for each party. Maintaining influence in 
the Union is important to Denmark and they are concerned 
that the financial crisis will create a two speed Europe with 
non-Eurozone countries like Denmark left outside of any 
new economic or treaty discussions. Denmark is also con-
cerned that the loss of seats in the European parliament 
due to further enlargement will decrease their influence.  

Domestically, the financial crisis has led some 
Danes to believe that to maintain influence Denmark must 
fully commit to the union by adopting the euro. However, 
Danish citizens are opposed to adopting the euro and the 
financial crisis makes joining the Eurozone even less at-
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tractive. The financial crisis has also led to a rise in euro-
skepticism within the country and some citizens are re-
sentful of contributing money to the bailout fund for a un-
ion they believe is doomed to fail. Denmark has always 
been reluctant to fully commit to European integration and 
it will be interesting to see how involved Denmark will be 
in policy and treaty discussions as Europe attempts to re-
cover from its recent difficulties. Denmark’s EU presidency 
in the first half of 2012 will most likely guarantee that 
Denmark will have some influence in upcoming discus-
sions.  
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FRANCE  

By Emily Barrette 

 

Ethnic composition: Celtic and Latin 
with Teutonic, Slavic, North African, Indo-
chinese, Basque minorities 

Population: 62,814,233 

GDP per capita: $35,000 (2011 est.) 

Member since: 1952 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
 France is the second largest country in the EU, 
with a population of just over 62 million.1 France’s 
economy is the second largest in Europe and important 
sectors include agricultural exports, tourism, machin-
ery, automobiles and chemicals.2 The official language 
is French, but many regional languages are also spoken. 
France is a unitary semi-presidential constitutional re-
public. The President is Nicolas Sarkozy and the Prime 
Minister François Fillion.3 
 France was a founding member of the ECSC in 
April 1951, a precursor institution the EU. France has 
played an important role in the development and ex-
pansion of the EU: Franco-German cooperation has 
been essential to furthering European economic inte-
gration.4 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Le Figaro 
www.lefigaro.fr 
 
Le Figaro is a national daily newspaper founded in 
Paris in 1826. It is the oldest daily newspaper in France 
and is the largest of the three main dailies, with a paid 
daily circulation of just over 332,000.5 Le Figaro is a 
conservative paper that generally supports the EU. It is 
also a supporter of the current French President, Nico-
las Sarkozy.6 
 
Le Monde: 
www.lemonde.fr 
 
Le Monde is the second largest main newspaper in 
France, with a paid daily circulation of just over 
322,000.7 The newspaper was founded in 1944 in Paris 
and is known to have centre-left tendencies.8 Its web-
site receives over 40 million hits monthly and is the 
most popular online news source in France.9 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/
http://www.lemonde.fr/
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Libération 
www.liberation.fr 
 
The third quality daily newspaper in France, Libération 
was founded in 1973 by Jean-Paul Sartre and is a 
staunchly left-wing newspaper.10 In 2005, 40% of the 
newspaper was bought by Édouard de Rothschild, who 
took a very active role in the paper, which prompted 
several leading journalists to leave the publication. 
Libération has an average daily circulation of 115,000 
copies.11 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The Eurozone Crisis 
 
- The French media was critical of the EU’s inability to 

agree on a solution to the Eurozone crisis.12 
- In September 2011, the media reported that France 

agreed to push for increased budgetary discipline, a 
system of stricter controls on national deficits, and 
automatic sanctions on member states.13  

- The media reported on continuing disagreement be-
tween France and Germany over whether the new ac-
cord would affect all EU member states or only the 
states in the Eurozone.14 

- The media also focused on a disagreement within the 
EU about whether there should be a club of ‘super-
Europeans’ (countries with a AAA credit rating), who 
would commit to a stability and growth pact.15 

- The media reported that throughout these negotia-
tions, France positioned itself strongly in favour of 
‘solidarité’ among EU countries.16 

- France does not favour providing the EU with the 
powers to intervene in the domestic economic affairs 
of its member states, whereas Germany and the Neth-
erlands do.17 

- With the exception of the UK, all member states at the 
European Council meeting on 9 December 2011, 

http://www.liberation.fr/
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agreed to a process of automatic sanctions for states 
whose government budget deficit exceeded 3% of 
their GDP.18 

 
French-German Relations and the EU 
 
- Germany and France cooperated early in the year 

when they declared a competitiveness pact. 
o This was interpreted by the media as a sign of co-

operation and compromise between the two states 
as it presented a united front vis-à-vis the euro cri-
sis.19 

o However, there was some scepticism, about 
whether or not France was truly an equal partner 
in the pact.20 

- Later in the year, there were diverging opinions be-
tween Germany and France on how to properly ad-
dress the euro crisis. 
o There was a difference of opinion on the use of 

European Emergency Funds for bailouts.21  
o Berlin was in favour of sanctions, while Paris pro-

moted solidarity.22 
o Germany wanted to reform EU treaties, which 

would have affected all 27 Member States. France 
was sceptical about treaty reform plan, and instead 
favoured “un accord plus restraint entre les pays de 
l’euro zone qui souhaiteraient aller d’avant.” [A 
more restrained agreement amongst euro zone 
countries that are willing to move forward].23 

- In December, leading up to the European Council 
meeting, conflicting interpretations of Franco-German 
cooperation were forwarded by the French media. 
The following headlines from the December 6 news-
papers indicate several contradictions: 
o “Amitié, convergence, solidité.’’ [Friendship, con-

vergence, solidity.]24 
o “La France et l’Allemagne ‘solidares’ dans la tem-

pête.” [France and Germany “solidarity” in the 
storm.]25   
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o “Les divergences entre Paris et Berlin restent bien 
réelles.” [The divergences between Paris and Berlin 
remain very real.]26 

o “Deux cultures politiques qui s’opposent.” [Two op-
posing political cultures.]27 

- The meeting concluded with France and Germany 
agreeing to move forward, and both sides compromis-
ing on their initial positions. The media portrayed 
Germany as being more successful than France in 
achieving its goals.28 

 
Renegotiating the Schengen Agreement 
 
- Tensions arose between France and Italy over an in-

flux of migrants into France from Tunisia and Libya, 
via the Italian border. 

- France revoked the Schengen Agreement, refusing the 
admittance of Tunisian and Libyan migrants, even 
though they were in position of a temporary residen-
tial permit. 

- France called for a review of the Schengen Agreement. 
o This position was defended in Le Figaro, which de-

scribed it as “La juste réponse au défi migratoires.” 
[The just response to the migration challenge].29 

o Libération was critical of the French government’s 
position, and cited several members of the French 
Socialist Party who argued that the move is a 
threat to the European right of freedom of move-
ment.30 

- Nicolas Sarkozy, quoted in a Le Monde on April 26, 
stated: “C’est justement parce que nous croyons en 
Schengen que nous voulons un renforcement de Schen-
gen.” [It is precisely because we believe in Schengen 
that we want to reinforce Schengen.”]31 

- Viviane Reding, the European Commissioner for Jus-
tice, Fundamental Rights, and Citizenship, and Cecilia 
Malmström, the European Commissioner for Home 
Affairs, wrote an op-ed piece in Le Monde, criticizing 
France for threatening a fundamental principle of the 
EU.32 
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- The EU agreed to consider revising Schengen. This 
was interpreted as an indication of France’s ability to 
influence EU policy making in Le Monde.33 

 
2011 IN REVIEW:  
 

The Eurozone crisis received a lot of attention 
in the French media in 2011. Overall, the major print 
newspapers refrained from alarmist reporting, and 
struck a tone that was pragmatic, yet slightly optimis-
tic. The role of France and of President Nicolas Sarkozy 
in responding and solving the crisis was stressed 
throughout the year. In particular, the French govern-
ment and the media picked up on the theme of solidar-
ity, which perhaps best describes the French position 
towards the Eurozone crisis and its resolution. An ar-
ticle from Le Figaro, on October 28 quotes Sarkozy: 
“Nous avons une obligation morale à l’endroit des pays 
membres de la zone euro et de l’Union Européene. 
L’Europe, c’est une civilization, une famille et une solida-
rité.” [We have a moral obligation towards the member 
states of the Eurozone and the EU. Europe is a civiliza-
tion, a family, and a solidarity.]34 In conjunction with 
this position of solidarity, France also opposed reforms 
that would provide the EU with greater power to inter-
vene in the domestic affairs of member states with re-
gards to their finances. Although France’s position on 
how to solve the Eurozone crisis differed at times from 
that of the EU and other member states, the media cov-
erage of the economic crisis emphasized a willingness 
for compromise and an acceptance of the different 
opinions within the EU. 

Another major theme in the French media dealt 
with the relationship between France and Germany, the 
two largest economies of the Eurozone. The media de-
picted this relationship in different ways throughout 
the year. For the most part, the French media empha-
sized the cooperation between the two countries. On 
several occasions divergent views between Paris and 
Berlin were noted, and in some cases, the nature of the 
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relationship explicitly questioned. This is apparent in 
articles such as the following, which appeared in 
Libération on November 25, “La France doit-elle imiter 
l’Allemagne?” [Should France be imitating Germany?] 
and on December 6, “France le lièvre, Allemagne la tor-
tue.” [France the hare, Germany the tortoise.]35 The lev-
els of criticism varied depending on the political lean-
ing of the newspaper, but even the right-leaning Le Fi-
garo was at times critical of Franco-German coopera-
tion.36  In spite of these critical reports on the relation-
ship between France and Germany, the cooperation 
between the two countries emerged as the dominant 
narrative across all three major newspapers. Overall 
the relationship between the two countries was por-
trayed in a positive light, and as yielding positive re-
sults. This was illustrated in an article from Le Figaro 
on December 10, in which the term ‘Merkozy’ was used 
to refer to the cooperation between the leaders of 
France and Germany: “Le couple ‘Merkozy’ sort gagnant 
du marathon à Bruxelles.” [The Merkozy couple leave as 
winners of the marathon in Brussels.]37 Franco-German 
cooperation was also praised following the European 
Council meeting on 9 December 2011, during which the 
UK withdrew from plans aimed at increasing the cen-
tralization of the financial union. 

A secondary theme worth noting is the effort 
made by France to renegotiate the Schengen agreement 
after an influx of North African migrants arrived in 
France via Italy, as a consequence of the Arab Spring. 
France’s criticism of the Schengen agreement was re-
ported favourably by the right-wing media, and was 
criticized by the left. Overall, the media coverage of this 
event suggests that France does not support the EU un-
equivocally, and is confident and willing to voice its 
criticism. Although most of the criticism in this case 
was aimed directly at Italy, rather than at the EU, this 
case is indicative of France’s position as a leader of the 
EU, and of its confidence to push its agenda forward, be 
critical, and propose reforms. 
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GERMANY 

By Steven Mantifel 

 

Ethnic composition: German 91.5%, Turkish 
2.4%, other 6.1% (made up largely of Greek, 
Italian, Polish, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, and 
Spanish) 

Population: 81,305,856 (July 2012 est.) 

GDP per capita: $37,900 (2011 est.) 

Member since: 1952 

EU funding in 2010: net contributor 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Germany has the largest population in Europe with 
81 million inhabitants.1 The country is an economic po-
werhouse as the fifth largest economy in the world, which 
is based mainly on exports of automobiles, high-end tech-
nologies, chemicals and pharmaceuticals.2 The official lan-
guage is German but there are varying dialects spoken 
throughout the 16 Länder (states). The state is structured 
as a Federal Republic with a President, as the Head of State 
and a Chancellor, Angela Merkel, as the Head of Govern-
ment. 

Germany was a founding member of the ECSC in 
April 1951, which set the groundwork for the establish-
ment of the modern-day EU. The creation of the ECSC was 
based on the principle that economic development could 
be better achieved at the supranational level. In the past 
year, Germany has remained a leading member in the EU, 
ensuring that economic cohesion is maintained.3  
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung  
www.faz.net 
 
The Frankfurt General Newspaper is a national daily Ger-
man newspaper founded in 1949. It is based in Frankfurt 
and has a paid circulation of just over 360,000 reaching 
120 countries.4 The organization has more than 300 re-
porters and 40 foreign correspondents.5 The paper is 
known for its centre-right slant.  The Frankfurter Allgeme-
ine Zeitung maintains a regularly updated website that 
receives more than 3.51 million visitors per month.6 
 
Süddeutsche Zeitung 
www.sueddeutsche.de 
 
The “South German Newspaper” is a well-respected daily, 
based in Munich. The Süddeutsche Zeitung has a paid daily 
circulation of over 430,000 and a readership of over 1.4 

http://www.faz.net/
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/
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million.7 It maintains an up to date website with 455,000 
users per month.8 Of its readership: 58% are between the 
ages of 20 and 49; 66% have a higher education degree; 
and 51% have a net household income of over €3,000 per 
month.9 In terms of political orientation, despite being 
based in the conservative state of Bavaria the paper has a 
left-of-centre slant.   
 
Die Zeit 
www.zeit.de 
 
“The Times” in English is a weekly German newspaper 
founded in 1946 with about 503,000 paid subscriptions 
and above 2 million readers, making it the top weekly pa-
per in Germany.10 It is highly respected for its quality jour-
nalism and is known for its left-of-centre slant. Die Zeit 
maintains a frequently updated website which had 16.5 
million visits in 2010.11  
 
FINDINGS:  
 
The Eurozone Crisis 
 
The Competitiveness Pact  
- On January 18th, 2011 Merkel (Chancellor of Germany), 

Schäuble (German Federal Minister of Finance), Wester-
welle (German Foreign Minister) and Brüderle (German 
Federal Minister of Economics and Technology) met to 
discuss the transformation of the EMU. There was much 
internal debate within the German government and ac-
cording to Die Zeit the rescue of the euro was dependent 
upon German leadership.12 

- At the beginning of the year Merkel suggested to the EU 
the use of a “Competitiveness Pact”, designed following 
the framework of the German Constitution. The pact 
would alter such things as the age of retirement and infla-
tion linked wages.13 

- The increased integration of the German economy into 
the EU became increasingly unpopular in Germany. The 
Germans are in favour of economic integration with the 

http://www.zeit.de/
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EU; however, believe that each state should maintain a 
degree of control.14 

- At the March 2011 Summit, despite fierce lobbying by 
Merkel, the “Competitiveness Pact” was only partially 
adopted and used by the Member States in a non-binding 
letter of intent.15 

- After the Summit in March 2011, the Chancellor faced the 
dilemma of choosing between the wishes of the Eurozone 
states and the expectations of the German public.16 

- It was decided that the ESM would replace the EFSF, by 
mid 2013. The ministers also increased the nominal 
amount of the new crisis fund to €700 billion, for which 
the German capital share is 27.1 percent. The German 
guarantee for the ESM is 27.1 percent of €620 billion, or 
about €168 billion.17 

 
European Financial Stability Facility  
- It became apparent that there was a need for a new fund-

ing package. The EU and Germany both agree that Greek 
solvency would be calamitous The European share of the 
new aid package is expected to take over the EFSF. The 
total size of the new program is 60 to 70 billion euro. The 
aid would come from the EU funded EFSF. The Germans 
favour this because it would not require ratification in 
their national parliament; however many EU countries 
are opposed to this because of the forfeiture of power to 
the EU.18 19 The Greeks will have to privatize many of 
their public assets in order to raise capital to pay back 
loans as well as reduce public expenditure.20 21 

- Merkel and Sarkozy met in Berlin ahead of a second 
summit on the Greek crisis to reach an agreement. While 
Merkel wanted private creditors involved in the EFSF, 
Sarkozy did not as he was worried that it could damage 
French banks.22 

- At a meeting in Paris, Merkel and Sarkozy proposed the 
creation of a European economic government to EU Pres-
ident Van Rompuy; this proposal advocated that Euro-
zone countries meet twice a year to vote on economic pol-
icy issues. According to Merkel and Sarkozy, there was a 
clear need for financial and economic policy integration 
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of the Eurozone countries. It was also suggested that the 
EU Commission should have more influence in the use of 
European Structural Funds. In addition to these recom-
mendations, they opposed the introduction of common 
Eurozone bonds.23 

- The German President, Christian Wulff criticized the 
ECB’s direct purchase of bonds, stating that this practice 
would only be justified if authorities fail to deal with ex-
tensive purchases on the secondary market. It is also a 
concern that the German Finance Minister has advocated 
the expansion of the powers of the EFSF. Critics see this 
potential expansion as encroachment on the right of na-
tional parliaments to determine their domestic budgets.24 
25 26 

- Germany rejected the Eurobond proposal because the 
bonds were likely to have a negative impact on Germany’s 
credit rating, thus leading to higher interest rates. Some 
Eurobond proponents argue that bankruptcies and the 
breakup of the Eurozone would cost Germany significant-
ly more.27 28 

- The dispute over the tightening of the Stability and 
Growth Pact was overcome and an agreement was 
reached. The Parliament is to waive the quasi-automatic 
imposition of sanctions against financially unsound Euro 
countries. In return, Member States will agree to sanc-
tions that must be supported in the future by only a sim-
ple majority of the EU states.29 

- The EFSF reform was officially approved in Parliament 
and is now a company under Luxembourg law. The own-
ers of the legal company are the countries of the Euro and 
their ownership is based upon a private contract between 
the participating governments. The fund is intended as a 
temporary entity until 2013.  After 2013 the ESM perma-
nent aid fund will be launched. An international treaty be-
tween Eurozone countries will establish the ESM. All of 
this is in conjunction with debates on the reform of EU 
treaties that would allow the Commission more rights to 
monitor the economic and budgetary policies of the 
Member States.30 
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 - Over the weekend of 22 October 2011 the EU held anoth-
er emergency meeting for the negotiations of a “compre-
hensive solution” to the sovereign debt crisis. Merkel 
stressed that this process took time because of its com-
plexity and that another meeting would occur within the 
week.  In a report from the IMF, ECB, and Commission, it 
was stated that Athens needed €252 billion by 2020 
which means refinancing will not commence until 2021.31 
32 33 

- The Summit in Brussels on Wednesday, 26 October 2011 
led to the agreement that would increase the core capital 
ratio for banks temporarily until 2012, to 9 percent. The 
EFSF should therefore be used as insurance to guarantee 
purchases of bonds. The remaining EFSF, €250 to €270 
billion, will be used so that government securities valued 
over €1 billion can be secured. Merkel said the risk on the 
German guarantees totals €211 billion.34 

- The Commission proposed an increase in its control of the 
fiscal policies of the Eurozone members. The proposal 
would have the Eurozone countries develop a common 
framework and timetable for the preparation of national 
budgets, as well as the creation of independent national 
authorities to monitor them. In Germany it meant a new 
body for the financial supervision would need to be 
created. The President of the European Commission, José 
Manuel Barroso faced criticism from Germany regarding 
the euro-dominated bonds.  There appeared to be a grow-
ing chasm between Barroso and Merkel.35 

- In December 2011, after another EU summit in Brussels, 
Merkel looked forward to the commitments of the sum-
mit. After ten hours of negotiations, the heads of state for 
the 27 Member States agreed to sign a contract in March. 
This would be an intergovernmental agreement that 
would have any breach of the Stability and Growth Pact 
lead to the commencement of legal proceedings against 
the country. The group wanted the Eurozone to enshrine 
a debt brake, of at most 0.5 percent of GDP, in their con-
stitutions. Also, the permanent Euro rescue fund, ESM 
would be established mid 2012, a full year ahead of sche-
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dule. Merkel expressed satisfaction with the agreement, 
stating it was a “good result”.36 

- In a policy statement in Parliament in December 2011, 
Merkel said the change of EU treaties failed due to Britain 
therefore inter-governmental agreements will need to 
soon be ratified. She expressed regret that Britain had 
gone that route but reaffirmed that the country is still a 
key partner, especially in foreign and security policy. She 
also stated that the IMF would back up the involvement of 
the private sector. 37 38 39 40 41 

 
The Environment  
 
European Union Climate & Energy Policy  
- Industries are posing to be an obstacle for the EU Climate 

Commissioner, and are fighting reforms. The German En-
vironment Minister, Norbert Röttgen, is supporting the 
reduction of CO2 emissions a further 10 percent beyond 
the levels originally proposed.42 

- At the EU level, the German government strongly sup-
ports a reduction in emissions. Their reasoning is that Eu-
rope would fall behind other nations in the push to be-
come less carbon-dependent. A further reduction of 40 
percent from the original proposal in the German 
CDU/FDP coalition agreement was suggested.43 

- The EU Commission proposed an increase of 60 percent 
on the minimum fuel tax on diesel; however, as every 
second vehicle in Germany is a diesel car, the German 
government did not support this proposal because of the 
increased cost for consumers.44 The Commission felt that 
the price of diesel was too low, considering the carbon 
content of the fuel. German farmers would be affected in 
two ways, while increased biofuel sales would translate 
into greater crop sales, their equipment’s dependence on 
diesel would negate any potential benefit.45 46 

 
Agricultural Politics  
- On January 22, 2011 thousands of protesters marched in 

Berlin against the EU’s agricultural policy; they were pro-
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testing factory farming, the use of genetically modified 
food and the destruction of the environment.47 

- The EU distributed more than 100 billion Euros in agricul-
tural subsidies; however, some suggested that the elimi-
nation of EU agricultural funds would benefit German 
farmers more.48 Currently there is a push by the French 
and Germans for increase in bio-agriculture and devel-
opment of new technology.49 

 
EU Foreign Policy & Internal Policy  
 
- The EU’s intervention in Libya raised questions about the 

EU’s foreign policy objectives. Polls showed that 80 per-
cent of the German population was against intervention. 
The Member States’ dispute over military interventions 
demonstrates how divergent their political cultures are.50  

- The events of the Arab Spring, the nuclear crisis in Japan 
and the Eurocrisis have demonstrated Europe’s inability 
to act decisively. The EU lacked cohesion in its dealing 
with these crises.51 

- Denmark wants to impose stronger border controls. Many 
countries, along with the Commission are against this as 
it goes against the Schengen agreement. The German gov-
ernment is strongly against this proposal and agreed with 
the Commission’s opinion. Federal Justice Minister Sabine 
Leutheusser-Scharrenberger stated that permanent bor-
der controls would “take one of the achievements of the 
EU away.”52 53 Much of this debate is in response to the 
large influx of North African refugees.54 55 56 

- Germany’s decision to not participate in the NATO mis-
sion to Libya demonstrated the EU’s lack of military unity. 
This was reflected through the fragmented Common For-
eign Security Policy. Although 28 members of NATO have 
supported the mission, less than a third participated in 
the bombing of pro-Gaddafi forces.57 58 

 
2011 IN REVIEW:  
 

Stating that Germany plays a crucial role in the EU 
would be an understatement. Upon analyzing the three 
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media sources mentioned above, a series of trends have 
emerged. The Eurocrisis has been at the centre of many 
debates and is reflected in the vast number of articles dis-
cussing it. At the beginning of the year the focus was on the 
role Germany’s Chancellor, Angela Merkel, was playing in 
the Euro crisis.  The real debate surrounded Merkel’s push 
for a “Competitiveness Pact” as a solution to the debt crisis. 
The pact was sold as a German solution to the European 
problem, based on the German Constitution. This was re-
ceived favourably in Germany but within the EU it was 
quickly rejected, as there was a fear that it would bind the 
Eurozone states together and isolate them from the non-
Eurozone members, essentially creating a further division 
within the EU. 

Before the summit in March 2011 it was already 
apparent that Merkel’s Pact was not appropriate for the EU 
and was reduced to a regulatory framework for the final 
agreement.  This was not well received by the German pub-
lic. In the various articles on the Eurozone crisis it was ex-
pressed that the real decision-making was occurring in 
Berlin and not in Brussels.  The reduction of Merkel’s Pact 
to a framework therefore caused discontent among the 
German public and this was clearly reflected in the style 
and slant of many articles.   

While the relationship between Germany and the 
EU did not change per se, the relationship of the German 
people and their government did. Germany is the main gu-
arantor for the new crisis fund of the EU and therefore will 
play a crucial role in the shaping of EU policy. Some of the 
articles hinted that Merkel was preaching that Germany 
would not take the burden of the crisis fund, but behind 
closed doors she had realized that her Pact would fail and 
needed to quickly renegotiate the rescue package. This 
demonstrated the miscommunication between the German 
state and the German people, regarding the Euro crisis.   

As the debt crisis progressed it was said that Chan-
cellor Merkel, who at the beginning of the crisis took a hard 
line, was now stalling and making the situation worse.59  It 
was clear though that the process of settling the EFSF re-
quired a great amount of time and planning. The Germans 
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were opposed to the ECB´s plan to create Eurobonds in or-
der to raise the funds necessary to assist Greece and other 
Member States’ failing economies; Germans were unwilling 
to support the creation of Eurobonds as there was an expli-
cit fear that it would damage their own country’s interest 
rates. There was a clear division between Merkel and Eu-
ropean Commission President Barroso on the topic of Eu-
robonds.60 Despite this division, Merkel’s plan for the 
Member States to have greater financial accountability was 
well received and she was praised as a leader in this re-
spect.   

The other two trends that have been identified of-
fer a different perspective on Germany’s role in the EU. In 
terms of pan-European security and foreign policy the 
German state is fairly limited in its abilities. Both socially 
and constitutionally, engaging in military interventions is 
negatively received by the majority of the domestic popu-
lace. The general consensus among the German population 
is that Germany should not partake in a European military 
intervention, which was discussed several times in the 
wake of the Arab spring. Later on in the year the number of 
refugees coming from North Africa brought the question of 
EU internal border policy into light. This resulted in some 
countries, specifically Denmark imposing border controls 
again, despite being in the Schengen agreement. Germany 
took this as a serious threat to the internal and free move-
ment of people in the EU and sided with the Commission on 
this regard.  

Another topic that is continually discussed is Ger-
many’s environmental role in Europe. Germany has consis-
tently been a leader in environmental awareness and this is 
once again reflected in its stance on a European climate 
initiative. Internally however, there is great divide regard-
ing the reduction of CO2 emissions and nuclear power. 
Within the EU context, Germany has been actively engaged 
on environmental topics, but internally it has struggled 
with managing the industries that pollute. Furthermore, a 
proposed tax increase on diesel fuel sparked outrage in 
Germany, as it is a huge consumer of diesel fuel for person-
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al as well as commercial vehicles. The proposed tax will 
make diesel more expensive than petrol.  

Of the major topics identified in this summary, the 
relationship between Germany and the EU has remained 
strong, fortified by the role Germany has played in the Un-
ion. Despite disagreements on the topics of foreign policy 
and diesel taxation, the Eurozone crisis demonstrated the 
commitment Germany’s government has to the stability 
and strength of not only the Eurozone countries, but also 
the EU as a whole.  
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By Maria Varelas 

 

Ethnic composition: Greek 93%, other 
(foreign citizens)  7% (2001 census)  

Population: 10,767,827 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $27,600 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 1981 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND 
 

In 1981, Greece became an official member of the 
EEC (now the EU), and in 2001 it became the twelfth mem-
ber of the EMU. It is now considered to be the second-most 
corrupt member of the EU.1 Since 2008, Greece has been on 
the precipice of a financial default. Greece’s unsustainable 
fiscal policy – an overly generous welfare state, pervasive 
corruption and tax evasion – resulted in the market crisis 
the country is currently facing. Indeed, the prolonged eco-
nomic turmoil in Greece played a significant role in the pro-
liferation of financial crises in Europe. 
 
MEDIA SOURCES 
 
The following keywords were used to search the domestic 
media sources below: “Eurozone”, “economic crisis” and, 
“bailout”, and the results yielded thousands of articles, sig-
nifying the prevalence of the topic. 
 
Kathimerini 
www.kathimerini.gr 
 
Kathimerini (“Daily”) is a national daily Greek newspaper 
founded in 1988. The newspaper has its headquarters in 
Athens and is owned by the Alafouzos Publishing Company. 
In 2011 its sales dominated the newspaper market with a 
75.62% share, and a monthly average of approximately one 
million newspaper sales.2 It collaborated with the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune and delivers an English version to 
Greece and Cyprus. The newspaper is considered to be cen-
tre-right.3 
 
To Vima 
www.tovima.gr 
 
To Vima (“The Tribune”) was launched in 1984 as a centre-
left weekly in Athens.4 Of the centre-left, it is closely asso-
ciated with the PASOK political party, and their current 
leader and Greek Prime Minister, Evangelos Venizelos.5 It 

http://www.kathimerini.gr/
http://www.tovima.gr/
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features many interviews with domestic politicians. The 
Sunday edition, To Vima Tis Kiriakis has a weekly circula-
tion of over 181,000 and is one of the most read publica-
tions on the market.6 The newspaper is owned by the Lam-
brakis Press Publishing group.7  
 
Ta Nea 
www.tanea.gr 
 
Ta Nea (“The News”) like To Vima, is a centre-left publica-
tion, also owned by the same publishing group, Lambrakis 
Press Publishing.8  It is a daily evening newspaper, and is 
one of the top-selling newspapers of the country with a dai-
ly circulation of 53,000.9 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Over 2011, Greek media was dominated by extensive cov-
erage of the economic crisis the country had been suffering 
for the past two years. From the threats of Greece being 
kicked out of the Eurozone, to the question of whether or 
not the EU would agree to a bailout, the economy was the 
most significant topic of discussion in both domestic and 
international news.  
 
2011 IN REVIEW 
 

The major issues in the media, chiefly the Greek 
economic crisis and the debate over a bailout, have been 
the focus of domestic and international news, because of 
the fear of the impact the crisis would have upon the world 
economy. Greece’s fate depended upon the involvement of 
the international community. Washington corresponded 
often with the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, and the 
French President, Nicholas Sarkozy, in order to create a 
plan to save both the EU and the euro. The fact that they 
have announced the need to coordinate actions to ensure a 
global recovery has been a popular topic in the media.10 
The US in particular, has remained a staunch supporter of 
Greece, and has been putting pressure on Germany and 

http://www.tanea.gr/
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other Eurozone countries to find a coordinated solution to 
the Eurozone crisis.11 In contrast, European citizens have 
not been as supportive. The majority of German citizens, 
for example, oppose the bailout option, for fear of what it 
will do to their domestic economy.12 The future of the euro 
and rising interest rates, have also created cause for global 
concern as result of the economic crisis.13 As the European 
economy is restructured, fiscal rules are being imple-
mented in order to ensure that the international communi-
ty’s fears of an economic collapse do not become a reality. 
One possibility for Greece is establishing fiscal rules similar 
to those currently in place in Germany, which provides a 
structural deficit of 0.35% of GDP in 2016.14  

The economic crisis and the question of the bailout 
have been the two most important issues in the Greek me-
dia, as they are believed to determine the country’s future. 
The role of the Greek government and its accountability in 
the crisis has been a prevalent topic in the news.15 Also, 
domestic news reports were generally infused with a sense 
of optimism. Nearly all articles focused on the need for 
Greece to cut its debts, yet none truly considered a com-
plete collapse of the country as a plausible option. In gen-
eral, the articles discuss the need for a debt “haircut”,16 and 
the need for a new government.17 The belief that Greece 
would survive the crisis remained intact however.  

Furthermore, the fear of the dissolution of the EU 
was also widely discussed, with a heavy burden placed on 
Greek shoulders. The possibility of a Greek collapse was 
seen as a threat to the stability of the EU as a whole.18 Even 
in addressing this scenario, articles were infused with a 
positive message, since, according to Sarkozy, the EU has a 
moral and economic obligation to Greece.19 The Greek 
Prime Minister, Evangelos Venizelos, was also optimistic 
concerning the future of his country, telling his citizens that 
it would take “commitment, patience and hope” to over-
come the crisis.20  

An unavoidable consequence of the economic crisis 
was the degree to which the relationship between Greece 
and the EU changed over the course of 2011. A large num-
ber of articles reflected the responsibility that Greece 
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placed on the Eurozone for the crisis, as they were ex-
pected to ensure the success of European fiscal stability.21 
Much blame is also placed upon the corrupt Greek govern-
ment for the economic crisis in Europe, a fact that does not 
paint Greece in a favourable light amongst Europeans. The 
Greek community feels humiliated by the crisis, and the 
country is currently suffering a deficit in international 
pride, a notion that is not aided by the fact that Greece now 
depends upon, and expects, help from the rest of Europe.22  
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HUNGARY 

By Shija Zhang 

 

Ethnic composition: Hungarian 92.3%, 
Roma 1.9%, other or unknown 5.8% 
(2001 census) 

Population: 9,958,453 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $19,600 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 2004 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Hungary is a parliamentary democracy located in 
central Europe. Hungary’s history dates back to around 
1000 CE, when the martyr Saint Stephen was crowned 
king. Following the First World War, the dissolution of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the Second World War, 
Hungary became a single-party state of the communist 
eastern bloc. After the collapse of communism, Hungary 
began the process of democratic transition, with the first 
free parliamentary election being held in 1990. This politi-
cal transformation brought about the desire to ‘reconnect’ 
with the rest of Europe In 2004, Hungary, along with nine 
other candidates joined the EU.1  
 The initial celebration was soon overshadowed by 
doubt, as joining the EU did not deliver the promised bene-
fits. In the recent 2010 parliamentary elections, Viktor 
Orbán and his centre-right party Fidesz won an absolute 
majority in the National Assembly, allowing them to im-
plement policies without the need to consult the opposi-
tion.2 Currently, due to the passage of the Fundamental 
Law, which replaced the previous constitution on 18 April 
2011 and which violates several of the EU’s founding prin-
ciples, there is a major conflict between Brussels and Bu-
dapest.3 In essence, the way that Brussels handles this case 
will set a precedent for future dealings with Member States 
that violate the fundamental ideals of the EU.   
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
In the past decade, the media industry of Hungary has ex-
perienced significant changes, largely as a result of the 
country’s democratic transition and accession to the EU. 
The most important factor was the arrival of foreign – 
mainly German – conglomerates that currently control 
most of the Hungarian media. The press in Hungary is 
judged to be free,4 but due to a new media law passed by 
the current government, which allows for state monitoring 
and penalizing of private media, there has been speculation 
that this may no longer be the case.5 The EU is currently 
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reviewing the media law, along with many other policies 
enacted by the current government, to determine whether 
or not it complies with EU standards.6  
 
With respect to the press, free online news portals have 
increased in popularity and readership compared to the 
traditional printed press.7  
 
Origo  
www.origo.hu 
 
The most popular online news site in Hungary, Origo, has a 
daily readership of about 1.68 million.8 9 Like most media 
entities in Hungary, it is known to have a slight left-of-
centre stance, but due to its wide readership, it aims to 
maintain a ‘central’ position. The website is owned by Hun-
garian Telekom – now a direct subsidiary of Deutsche Te-
lekom – and was started in 1998 to address the lack of 
Hungarian content on the Internet.10  
 
Index  
www.index.hu 
 
Index is the second most popular news site in Hungary, 
with a daily readership of about 1.3 million.11 12 It advo-
cates and prides itself as being an independent provider of 
‘news + opinion + community.’13 Created in 1999, the por-
tal is owned by the Central European Media and Publishing 
Corp., which is a Budapest based regional online media 
provider. 
 
Blikk  
www.blikk.hu 
 
Blikk has the highest readership of all printed press in 
Hungary, approximately 1 million; comparable to the vie-
wership of major network television channels.14 15 It is a 
daily newspaper with a very strong online presence. Estab-
lished in 1994 as a tabloid magazine, through the years it 
has grown into full-fledged daily paper with a casual ‘info-

http://www.origo.hu/
http://www.index.hu/
http://www.blikk.hu/
http://www.origo.hu/uzletinegyed/hirek/20120130-elfogadtak-az-uj-unios-mentocsomagot.html
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tainment’ style.16 Blikk is targeted towards the mass au-
dience, and Ringier – the owner of Blikk – often characte-
rizes the paper as “Blikk = Hungary.” 17 The reality is that 
the paper is widely read among the low to middle class and 
often echoes their opinions and concerns.  
 
FINDINGS:  
 
Around 150 articles were consulted from the three media 
sources on the topic of ‘the EU and Hungary.’ The research 
is focused on the recurrent topics in media for 2011 how-
ever, due to some overarching issues this timeframe is ex-
tended in some cases.  
 
EU reaction to Fidesz’s reforms in Hungary 
 
- Budapest vs. Brussels: Since the 2010 elections, the na-

tional parliament of Hungary (Fidesz supermajority) has 
been able to pass legislation, such as the 2010 media act, 
without the need to consult the opposition However, Job-
bik, which is a far-right radical anti-Semitic and anti-
Roma party, is on the rise). These problematic new legis-
lations, in essence, solidify the rule of Fidesz for many 
years to come.18 19  

 
- The new media legislation allows the state to monitor and 

intervene in the private media.20 A new monitoring board 
was set up that has the power to censor the private press. 
The ruling party’s argument was that they were looking 
out for the public, believing that some immoral and ques-
tionable topics should not be published without the ap-
proval of the new media board. Due to increasing pres-
sure the government agreed to reform the media legisla-
tion (talks to amend the law in accordance with EU stan-
dards began on 31 January 2011.21 the Hungarian consti-
tutional court ruled that the media law was unconstitu-
tional because it limited the freedom of the press on 19 
December 2011) in accordance with suggestions from the 
EU.22  
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- Legislation concerning the banks: While most European 
governments tried to strengthen their banking system in 
an attempt to avoid a Greek-style bankruptcy, the Hunga-
rian government punished its banks, as it saw them as 
chiefly responsible for the crisis.23 Due to a period of ir-
responsible lending, most of it in Swiss Francs (the Euro-
zone crisis caused the appreciation of Swiss Francs), 
many home and car owners saw their annuities increase 
by 40-50%. Fearing an economic collapse, the national 
government created legislation that held the banks re-
sponsible and proposed a way to opt-out. Under this new 
legislation, Hungarians who have loans in Swiss Francs 
are able to peg the exchange rate at an appropriate level, 
while banks are forced to absorb the losses. The current 
legislation is still in progress.  

 
o Renationalization of the pension system: Hungary had 

a hybrid pension system with private providers and 
government support, but the new government decided 
to renationalize pensions in order to fill up a budget 
hole.24 Critics argue that this is only a short-term solu-
tion and will result in insecurity for future pensioners. 
The EU has no legislative power over this, as pensions 
fall under national jurisdiction. 

o Dependency of the Central Bank of Hungary: After the 
absorption of the pension funds, the current govern-
ment looked for alternate ways to correct the budget 
imbalance, and one idea was to use the foreign ex-
change reserves – at an all time high - of the Hungarian 
Central Bank.25 This was greatly criticized by the EU, 
and it looks as though the EU will force Hungary to ab-
olish or reform this plan.26 27 With the inclusion of 
most recommendations made by the EU, the govern-
ment passed the legislation concerning the Central 
Bank of Hungary.28 It is expected that the EU will pe-
nalize Hungary by freezing its funding, as the new leg-
islation is in conflict with the funding charters of the 
Union.29 

- The New Constitution of Hungary or ‘Alaptorveny’: The 
new constitution of Hungary was passed and came into 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCwQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.origo.hu%2Fuzletinegyed%2Fhirek%2F20120111-magyarorszag-nem-csokkentette-megfeleoen-a-hianyt.html&ei=9IJ4T_zdHsrg0QGkgZ3eDQ&usg=AFQjCNGWCVeV8Tdd28tIZMJiluJsi7jyFA&sig2=_cdodtKSALotfBw-npEZyw
http://www.origo.hu/uzletinegyed/hirek/20100720-magyarorszagon-probalhatja-ki-az-eu-az-uj-buntetomechanizmusat.html
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CCYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.origo.hu%2Fuzletinegyed%2Fhirek%2F20111109-az-olasz-domino-utan-magyarorszag-is-eldole.html&ei=_IV4T9yfBKH10gGM_NXcDQ&usg=AFQjCNHI3-n-VBbYVzFqtKQV3lx7W0KQEg&sig2=YeJ13lgBQC62_VHkbJNjVw
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CDAQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Faktiv.origo.hu%2Fuzletinegyed%2Fhirek%2F20111121-az-imf-megkapta-a-hivatalos-felkerest-magyarorszagtol.html&ei=U4Z4T-fkOITX0QGdma3cDQ&usg=AFQjCNE2r5vFyNgDKNACWG7_j3kMjPPHLg&sig2=RNgZFrlGOCzQ9FHGqqWbQg
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CDAQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Faktiv.origo.hu%2Fuzletinegyed%2Fhirek%2F20111121-az-imf-megkapta-a-hivatalos-felkerest-magyarorszagtol.html&ei=U4Z4T-fkOITX0QGdma3cDQ&usg=AFQjCNE2r5vFyNgDKNACWG7_j3kMjPPHLg&sig2=RNgZFrlGOCzQ9FHGqqWbQg
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Findex.hu%2Fgazdasag%2Fmagyar%2F2011%2F12%2F30%2Fhonapokat_csuszhat_az_imf-egyezseg%2F&ei=tYZ4T93cCuHs0gG03MC2DQ&usg=AFQjCNFew7RlK0Lt_ViseCEk7M0C0SgXdQ&sig2=xQc3xHeykONpxBug4aap1Q
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Findex.hu%2Fgazdasag%2Fmagyar%2F2011%2F12%2F19%2Fmin_balheztunk_ossze_az_imf-fel%2F&ei=QId4T56mO-nn0QGz_tDTDQ&usg=AFQjCNGfIvUJKzDN78gOsJvabGB9_-4zvg&sig2=t-y_TwsFDnkdhLdsZgFWmg
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.origo.hu%2Fitthon%2F20110106-magyarorszag-hivatalosan-is-atvette-az-euelnokseget.html&ei=iYd4T72nOOPm0gHXm8nVDQ&usg=AFQjCNF4MxPMkD2Usi2zz3JNnzuTXl5biw&sig2=w0lFAid7RL195Cj2w2mrJw
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.origo.hu%2Fitthon%2Fpercrolpercre%2F20110627-parlament-percrol-percre-megszavazzak-az-alkotmanybirosag-ot-uj-tagjat.html&ei=24d4T6vmJqjz0gG12sywDQ&usg=AFQjCNHCFDygm5BsYhznXFHl8tSIE_8I5Q&sig2=IJHQWi5HjPqiPPF3j9u5gg
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Findex.hu%2Fkulfold%2Feu%2F2011%2F03%2F25%2Forban_elegedett_az_eu-elnokseg_teljesitmenyevel%2F&ei=UYh4T76rJOHs0gG03MC2DQ&usg=AFQjCNHXbSbA7SltQAvPnCSUom5BeuVFPg&sig2=3ffjrSwSdzXxwOyyqiekew
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.origo.hu%2Fitthon%2F20100916-romastrategiaval-allna-elo-euelnokkent-orban.html&ei=lIh4T4fsOpK50AGd_eW2DQ&usg=AFQjCNFleuJgqbW3qqpRIUzzHMMy9QL8tA&sig2=FkYak4-ef-8VDsyItuBn8Q
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Findex.hu%2Fkulfold%2Feu%2F2011%2F03%2F25%2Forban_elegedett_az_eu-elnokseg_teljesitmenyevel%2F&ei=UYl4T4f8KIfq0gGAg8S-DQ&usg=AFQjCNHXbSbA7SltQAvPnCSUom5BeuVFPg&sig2=8J3qp0Pbmojyz8eywgnXDw
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force in record time – one year – without the consultation 
of the opposition or the general public.30 31 It touches on a 
wide variety of topics, including the renaming of the 
country from the Republic of Hungary to Hungary, only 
recognizing marriage between a man and a woman, an-
nouncing the historic Christian heritage of the country.32 
To some critics, the new constitution is guilty of curbing 
democracy. The Prime Minister of Hungary, Viktor Orban, 
sees the Fundamental Law as the finalization of the post-
Communist political and economic transformation. The 
EU and the IMF are using all necessary pressures to force 
Hungary back to a more democratic route.33  
 

The Eurozone crisis and Hungary’s economy  
 
- The Stability and Growth Pact (SGP): The SGP is an 

agreement between the 25 members of the EU (two 
members: the United Kingdom and the Czech Republic 
did not sign) to maintain the economic and monetary un-
ion.34 It introduces a penalty system under which Mem-
ber States could be penalized if their budget deficits and 
debts supersede the approved limit. At first, the Orban 
government considered requiring the vote of the Hunga-
rian parliament, in turn delaying or simply not participat-
ing in the agreement. Due to increasing pressure from 
both the EU and the IMF, however, the government de-
cided to enter the pact along with 24 other Member 
States.35 However, it is expected that the Hungarian Par-
liament will require a vote on the issue, which is expected 
to pass as the ruling party enjoys an absolute majority.  

 
- The Eurozone crisis: The Greek debt crisis that spread to 

Ireland, Spain, Portugal, and Italy was discussed tho-
roughly.36 37 Hungary, which is not a member of the euro-
zone and which is sheltered in Central Europe, became a 
cautious observer of the crisis.38 While Orban recognized 
the vital role of banks in the economy, he advocated for 
banks to adopt more responsibility and for harder re-
quirements on assigning bailouts to banks. While for 
years overspending and government debt made Hungary 
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an undesirable candidate to enter the Eurozone, the fi-
nancial crisis has diminished Hungary’s desire to join. 
While the common currency is still the next step in the 
European integration process, Hungarian politicians are 
increasingly putting that agenda on hold.   

 
- The Hungary – IMF agreement: Due to the Eurozone crisis 

and the subsequent degrading of the Hungarian credit 
rating, the government has decided to formulate an 
agreement with the IMF in case of insolvency.39 This 
agreement is currently stalled due to pressures from both 
the EU and the US in regards to the recent undemocratic 
changes in Hungary.40 Further delays could occur, as it is 
unlikely the agreement would be signed without a con-
scious reform of problematic legislation.41 42  

 
The Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the EU 
 
- Hungarian presidency of the Council of the EU: From Jan-

uary to June 2011, Hungary held the presidency of the 
Council of the EU.43 It was the first instance of Hungary 
filling the position, and many feared that a small and in-
experienced country like Hungary might not be able to 
meet the bureaucratic demands of the position. However, 
the presidency was deemed a success,44 both by native 
and foreign media outlets.45  

 
- The European Roma Strategy: One of the legacies of the 

Hungarian presidency is the creation of the pan-European 
Roma strategy.46 It is a joint effort by Hungary, Belgium, 
and Spain to encourage Member States to adopt a collec-
tive Roma strategy that could become the platform 
through which each Member State could devise and 
create their own Roma integration program.  

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

With the recent electoral changes in Hungary - Fi-
desz obtaining a supermajority - the Hungarian political 
arena became increasingly polarized. When Fidesz was 
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first created with Orban at its helm, the party’s main prom-
ise was to restore the glory of the Hungarian nation 
through the removal of the last discernible vestiges of 
communist rule. Whether the recent constitutional and leg-
islative changes were enacted to eradicate the legacy of 
communism or to entrench the rule of Fidesz for many 
years to come is up for debate. These recent constitutional 
and legislative changes pose a challenge to the fundamental 
ideals and basic treaties of the EU.  
 Hungarian support for the EU was at an all-time 
high when the country joined in 2004. However, since then, 
enthusiasm has faded. A survey conducted by the European 
Commission shows that by 2008, less than one-third of the 
population expressed positive feelings towards the EU.47 
While the national agenda before 2004 was solely focused 
on joining the EU and the Eurozone, after 2008 the desire 
for further integration came to a halt.  
 The Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the EU 
– from January to June 2011 – was a perfect opportunity to 
restore good relations between Brussels and Budapest. The 
Presidency was considered a success by both local and for-
eign media outlets.48 While bureaucrats and politicians fos-
tered relations through cooperation and understanding, 
most of the Hungarian public remained uninvolved and 
uninterested with the achievements of the presidency.  
 Furthermore, what started out as a polite political 
approach between Brussels and Budapest quickly turned 
into an ideological standoff. The small victories during the 
EU presidency were quickly overshadowed by the unde-
mocratic domestic legislation and the new constitution 
produced by the Fidesz government. For many observers, 
the changes proposed by the Fidesz government were un-
democratic; entrenching Fidesz as the leading party for 
many years to come.  

The complexity and underlying consequences of 
the current situation is what makes it so hard to propose a 
solution for Hungary. For the EU, the Hungarian nuisance 
comes at the worst time possible, given the financial tur-
moil that has recently plagued it. Bureaucrats and politi-
cians in Brussels are fully aware of the magnitude of the 
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problem (which would set a precedent for future dealings 
with members that step out of line), but have limited tools 
to coerce Hungary to return to democratic principles.  
 This explains why the proposed punishment for 
Hungary is simply the reduction of some EU subsidies and 
funds for the coming years. For Fidesz and Orban, this un-
precedented political climate has allowed them to shape 
Hungary to their vision. The ruling party counts on the 
support of the majority and increasing pressures from the 
EU and the US are generally portrayed in official and public 
discourse as a breach of national sovereignty. The opposi-
tion is in shambles, thus even forcibly removing Orban or 
Fidesz (such as the case with Italy) is out of the question, as 
there is no viable alternative. The overwhelming support 
for Fidesz, and a concomitant cultic obsession with Orban, 
governs the national political arena. Increasingly, as pres-
sures and punishments from both the EU and the IMF 
mount, the public is becoming ever more critical of the in-
tent of these actions. Instead of being the champions and 
safeguards of democracy, the EU is increasingly viewed as 
an imperialist tool dominated by foreign interest that is 
against the wishes of the Hungarian public. Ultimately, the 
EU is trying to preserve democracy for the people of Hun-
gary, but with mounting ultimatums and looming punish-
ments in a depressed economy, the EU is only succeeding 
at pushing Hungary further away. 
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IRELAND 

By Chris Granicolo 

 

Ethnic composition: Irish 87.4%, other 
white 7.5%, Asian 1.3%, black 1.1%, 
mixed 1.1%, unspecified 1.6% (2006 
census) 

Population: 4,722,028 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $39,500 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 1973 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Ireland has experienced a dramatic economic 
transformation since its accession to the EU in 1973. Prior 
to its accession to the EU, Ireland was a largely agricultural 
society; Ireland has undergone sweeping reforms and has 
developed a modern, technologically advanced economy.1 
Highlights of its EU membership include rapid progress in 
both agricultural and industrial capacities, as well as the 
strengthening of economic ties with countries both within 
and outside of the EU.2 Ireland averaged 6% GDP growth 
between 1995 and 2007, but the world financial crisis had 
a profoundly detrimental effect on the country’s economy. 
Ireland entered its first recession in over a decade in 2008. 
As a result, Ireland’s GDP suffered severely, falling 3% in 
2008, and subsequently, decreasing by nearly 8% and 1 % 
in 2009 and 2010 respectively. These setbacks culminated 
in Ireland receiving a $112 billion loan package from the 
EU and the IMF.3 Ireland, along with Greece and Portugal, 
are the only 3 EU countries to have received formal bai-
louts from the EU.4 
 
MEDIA SOURCES:  
 
The Irish Independent 
www.independent.ie 
 
The Irish Independent is Ireland’s largest selling daily 
newspaper with a daily circulation of 181,000 copies that 
espouses a centre-right and populist political and social 
bias.5 Owned by the Independent News and Media conglo-
merate, the Irish Independent has been accused of having 
an “unhealthy dominance” of the Irish newspaper market. 
The website includes substantial regional and national con-
tent.6 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.independent.ie/
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The Irish Times 
www.irishtimes.com 
 
The Irish Times newspaper is in wide circulation across 
Ireland, with approximately 119,000 units circulated dai-
ly.7 It is Ireland’s “newspaper of record,” trusted by the 
government to publish public or legal notices. The Irish 
Times is politically liberal. The website launched in 1994, 
provides live news updates with a broad readership, par-
ticularly among the Irish diaspora.8 
 
The Irish Examiner 
www.irishexaminer.com 
 
The Irish Examiner is a national daily newspaper with an 
average daily circulation of 57,000 units.9 The newspaper 
possesses a centrist political bias. The website for the Irish 
Examiner includes all news articles and publications found 
in the print edition, and is readily accessible to the general 
public.10 
 
FINDINGS:  
 
Three Irish media outlets were consulted for these find-
ings. Due to the state of the Irish economy and the subse-
quent EU and IMF bailout, the country’s media has pro-
vided extensive coverage on Ireland’s economic relation-
ship with the EU. Consequently, the troubled economy has 
figured as the most salient topic in the Irish media in 2011.  
Keywords that were used to narrow down the hundreds of 
articles relating to Ireland’s relationship with the EU in-
clude: “Irish domestic perception and the EU,” “Ireland and 
the Euro,” “Financial crisis and Ireland,” “Leaving the EU.” 
After narrowing down this research, the findings were ca-
tegorized and three major topics stand out as the main is-
sues reported on in 2011. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.irishtimes.com/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/


 

97   

2011 IN REVIEW: 
 
 Ireland’s current relationship with the EU is quite 
tumultuous. Recently, a bleak economic performance ag-
gravated by poor Irish leadership has resulted in demands 
of Irish separation from the Eurozone. Conversely, there 
are also those that feel Ireland’s image within the EU is suf-
fering due to their poor economic status and that it must be 
repaired. 
 Throughout 2011, numerous articles calling for 
Irish separation from the EU were published. An article in 
December of 2011 blamed Ireland’s EU membership as the 
root cause of the nation’s current economic crisis and the 
cause of a seven-fold increase in Irish bank lending from 
1997-2007.11 Another author, in December 2011, called for 
Ireland to abandon the euro for a national currency and to 
reaffirm its ties with the most powerful EU countries.12 A 
poll conducted in May 2011 revealed that one in five Irish 
people felt that Ireland should begin a gradual process of 
disengagement from the EU.13 Although 23% of those 
polled felt that leaving the EU was necessary, 73% felt that 
the status quo of EU inclusivity was necessary. Other re-
ports indicated Ireland’s discontent with the EU’s over-
arching authority, especially in terms of Germany’s leading 
role in decision-making.14 It is not surprising to see Irish 
dismay toward inclusion in the EU; however the country 
has made great strides to repair its position in the institu-
tion, especially after receiving a $112 billion loan pack-
age.15 Moreover, some reports have argued that EU mem-
bership has benefited Ireland greatly; blaming the current 
economic crisis on a flawed international banking system.16 
 One of the major reasons for the Irish media’s de-
piction of a strain in the country’s relationship with the EU 
is its domestic leadership. The leader in Ireland, known as 
the “Taoiseach,” is Enda Kenny. Taking on a role similar to 
a Prime Minister, the Taoiseach is expected to be Ireland’s 
leading voice in international affairs. However, since 
elected in March of 2011, Enda Kenny has yet to “hold a 
single substantive meeting with any leader in the Euro-
zone.”17 Kenny has also been accused of failing to recognize 
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the urgency of the European situation and of taking on the 
role of a spectator in the sovereign debt crisis that is ravag-
ing his country.18 The leader of Ireland’s third largest party, 
the Fianna Fáil, Michael Martin feels that the “Governments 
policy of sitting on the sidelines is achieving noth-
ing...Europe’s leaders are making the crisis worse every-
day.”19 There are those within Ireland that feel the country 
will become a pauper state if its people do not stick togeth-
er and fight the protectionism emanating from the Euro-
pean banks.20 The Irish leadership is under pressure do-
mestically for their casual approach to dealing with other 
European leaders.  
 There has been a call in the media for Ireland to 
reaffirm its ties with Europe and to repair its tainted image. 
In March 2011, an article was published that urged Ireland 
to adopt a foreign policy approach that would restore Irel-
and to her former position as a strong unit within Europe.21 
Being a small nation, greater sensitivity to their neighbours 
is argued as a key driver in the hopes of restoring past ties 
with the other Eurozone members.22 To most EU members, 
the economic implosion of Ireland came as a great sur-
prise.23 While Ireland was once an exemplar for other na-
tions, the reverse is now true.24 Repairing the Irish image 
seemed to be the top priority on the agenda, however, 
when the article was written on March 22, 2011, the world 
was transfixed by the popular uprising in Libya and the 
natural disasters in Japan. In light of these events, the repa-
ration of Ireland’s image was delayed.25 

In conclusion, there is a great amount of evidence 
proving that Ireland’s relationship with the EU throughout 
2011 was troubled. The destabilized economy required a 
massive European-led bailout package to prevent the con-
tinents economy from collapsing. Europe will likely view 
Ireland warily until its economic situation is fixed. Simulta-
neously, the majority of Irish feel that greater EU inclusivi-
ty is necessary for the nation’s well being and a more asser-
tive role by the country’s leadership is essential to foster-
ing this relationship.   
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ITALY 

By Alessandro Gemmiti 

 

Ethnic composition: Italian (includes 
small clusters of German-,  French-,  
and Slovene-Italians in the north and 
Albanian-Italians and Greek-Italians 
in the south) 

Population: 61,261,254 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $30,100 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 1952 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Italy was one of the six founding members of the 
EC in 1957 and maintains a significant position in the EU 
to date.1 With a population of 61 million people, Italy has 
one of the largest populations and one of the largest 
economies in the EU to date.2  

Italy has traditionally been supportive of Euro-
pean integration and has been at the forefront of all ma-
jor EU initiatives promoting greater European integra-
tion, including the EEC, the Schengen Agreement, and the 
Eurozone. Italy has occasionally drawn criticism from 
other fellow member states, for a possible contravention 
of Maastricht Treaty in terms of high level of its debt.  

Recently, Italians have begun to question their 
country’s position in the Eurozone as slow growth and 
lack of competitiveness characterized its economy.3 
Some have suggested that the economy’s sluggish 
growth can be attributed to the Eurozone itself. This 
slow growth culminated in a massive economic down-
turn in 2008, which forced the centre-right coalition led 
by Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi and his Forza Italia 
party out of power amid the soaring national debt crisis 
in 2011.4 The current Prime Minister former EU Compe-
tition Commissioner and economist Mario Monti is head-
ing a caretaker government of technocrats, which aims 
to restore stability to the Italian economy.5 For the mo-
ment, the Italian government remains committed to its 
EU membership. 

 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Italy's approach to its media has often made headlines at 
home and abroad, “with concern regularly being ex-
pressed over the concentration of media ownership in 
the hands of one man - former Prime Minister Silvio Ber-
lusconi.”6 The Italian press is highly regionalized, reflect-
ing the country's strongly regional history and charac-
ter.7 Most newspapers are privately owned, often linked 
to a political party or run by a large media group.8 
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Newspaper readership figures are low compared to oth-
er European countries. Reporters Without Borders 
ranked Italy as 61 on its press freedom index for 
2011/2012, as the country failed to address issues of 
media freedom violations.9  
 
Corierre della Sera  
www.corriere.it 
 
Founded in 1876, Corriere della Sera is Italy’s best-
selling daily newspaper. Corriere has maintained its in-
dependence throughout periods of political turmoil in 
Italy.10 Headquartered in Milan, the Corriere is owned by 
the RCS Group (Rizzoli Corriere della Sera), and has sev-
eral shareholders, including Fiat and Mediobanca, two of 
the biggest industrial firms in Italy. From the outset, Cor-
riere established itself amongst its peers as an authority, 
“voicing the opinions of the industrial bourgeoisie from 
the North.” 11  
 
La Repubblica  
www.repubblica.it 
 
La Repubblica is an Italian daily newspaper founded in 
1976 by the Roman journalist Eugenio Scalfari. The pa-
per is the second most widely read and circulated paper 
in Italy, with an average daily circulation in 2010 of 
448,544 copies.12 The paper is owned by L’Espresso 
Group, headed by Carlo de Benedetti, and has both a 
common national edition, as well as regional editions in 
Rome, Milan, Turin, Bologna, Genoa, Florence, Naples, 
Palermo and Bari.13 The paper has been known for its 
moderate left wing tendencies; however it is impartial in 
its criticism of Italian politics. 
 
Il Messaggero 
www.ilmessaggero.it 
 
Founded in 1878, Roman daily Il Messagero is the largest 
selling newspaper in Rome and provides different local 

http://www.corriere.it/
http://www.repubblica.it/
http://www.ilmessaggero.it/
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editions for the provinces of Lazio, Umbria, Marche, Ab-
ruzzo, and Tuscany.14 Il Messaggero ranks fourth for rea-
dership in Italy and claims to “give a voice to a remarka-
ble group of regions, provinces and municipalities in the 
heart of Italy.” 15 It is noted for its national politics and 
local news pages, which feature reports on municipal 
politics, sport, and cultural events.16 Throughout its 140-
year history, Il Messagero has been bought and sold 
many times. Today, it is owned by one of Italy's main in-
dustrial groups, Caltagirone.17  
 
FINDINGS: 
 
Several hundred articles were consulted from the three 
aforementioned media sources. The keywords “Italy and 
the EU”, “the Schengen Treaty”, “Lampedusa”, “Italian 
economic crisis”, “Eurozone crisis”, and “Italian pension 
reform” were used to conduct the search. Of the articles 
consulted, a rough tally was kept of the frequency that 
certain issues appeared both monthly and annually. 
From the results, the following four issues were the most 
prominent in 2011. 
 
The Arab Spring and the Schengen Treaty  
 
- The Arab Spring in early 2011 led to a drastic increase 

in the number of North African refugees seeking asy-
lum in the EU. Italy, and in particular the small island of 
Lampedusa, became the landing ground for thousands 
of Libyan refugees in the midst of the Libyan civil 
war.18 This posed significant logistical and ethical prob-
lems for the Italian government, as it was forced to 
provide accommodation for many of these immigrants 
until their future could be decided.  

- Prime Minister Berlusconi emphasized that illegal 
North African migration was a “European problem” and 
not an exclusively Italian one.19 It was noted that many 
migrants used Italy as a landing zone to gain access to 
the EU before heading to France or Germany where 
their relatives resided.20 Due to the fact that the vast 
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majority of the refugees arriving on Lampedusa were 
asylum seekers, they could not be denied entry and 
free movement within the EU.21 In response, Italy de-
manded “real support” from the EU in the form of pay-
ments in order to support the massive influx of mi-
grants.22  

- France responded by threatening to unilaterally sus-
pend the Schengen Treaty with Italy. In order to stem 
the flow of asylum seekers into France, the French gov-
ernment temporarily suspended the movement of 
trains between the countries. The German Interior Mi-
nister responded by telling Italy to “stop its complain-
ing about arrivals…and fulfill its obligations to the 
EU.”23 

- The tensions between Italy and France were dimi-
nished, following a meeting between Italian Prime Mi-
nister Berlusconi and French President Sarkozy at Villa 
Madama. A bilateral agreement was established be-
tween the two countries that laid the groundwork for a 
joint review of “exceptional cases" of the mechanisms 
of the Schengen Treaty.24  

 
Italian debt and the Eurozone crisis 
 
- The decline of the Italian economy was met with signif-

icant pessimism by the Italian press in early 2011. Ar-
ticles highlighted Italy’s poor economic performance in 
comparison to other EU Member States and implied 
that this was a result of excessive spending and lax 
economic regulation. Pessimism was prevalent in many 
of the articles and Italy was often portrayed as a threat 
to EU stability. Although Italy’s role within the EU was 
questioned, there was no indication that Italy intended 
to remove itself from the organization. Instead, the so-
lution to the Eurozone crisis was to be found in greater 
cooperation and coordination with the rest of the EU.25   

- Italy’s economic woes were seen to compromise its na-
tional integrity. Although comparisons were drawn be-
tween the financial situations of Italy and that of 
Greece, Spain, and Portugal, it was determined that the 
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Italian economy was more stable and therefore unlike-
ly to need a bailout from the EU. Furthermore, the aus-
terity measures implemented by Prime Minister Monti 
were seen as an improvement to those implemented by 
Prime Minister Berlusconi.26 It was recognized that re-
covery would be slow and that GDP would initially de-
crease; however, this was seen as a necessary step to-
ward recovery.27  

- The majority of the early articles emphasized the ina-
bility of Prime Minister Berlusconi’s government to 
properly respond to the economic crisis. Prime Minis-
ter Berlusconi’s lack of professionalism marginalized 
him in the eyes of many.28 This trend was reversed 
when Mario Monti’s government took power in No-
vember 2011, as an increasing number of articles hig-
hlighted the cooperation between the leaders of Italy, 
Germany and France over the crisis.29 

- A number of the articles also focused on the increasing 
debt level of Italian households. This debt was paired 
with increasing national levels of inflation and it was 
made clear that the situation was not likely to improve 
in the near future.30 Italian indebtedness was portrayed 
as a result of a worsening economic crisis and was 
paired with increasing levels of unemployment, pri-
marily among women and youth and increased 
layoffs.31  

 
Pension Reform and Labour Legislation 
 
- The EU pressed Italy to undertake a pension reform in 

September and October of 2011. The reform was 
passed on October of 2011 and saw the retirement age 
increase to 67 years.32 This was part of a plan to see 
Italy achieve a balanced budget by 2013 and a budget 
surplus by 2014, while simultaneously decreasing its 
public debt.33 Labour legislation was also passed that 
made it easier for industries to implement layoffs in 
order to remain competitive.34   

- Both pieces of legislation were met with significant crit-
icism domestically, as the Italian government was seen 
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as acquiescing to the European Commission’s demands 
at the expense of its own citizens. The European Com-
mission applauded Italy for implementing the legisla-
tion, as did many at the EU headquarters in Brussels.35 
The implementation of the legislation was seen as a 
firm commitment by the Italian government to dimi-
nish its public debt and combat the Eurozone crisis.  

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

Given the dire state of the Italian economy over the 
past year, it is unsurprising that the country received par-
ticularly harsh criticism from the EU over its need to re-
form its economy and refinance its debts.  As Europe’s 
fourth largest economy, the possibility of an Italian bank-
ruptcy was seen as particularly worrying, as there was a 
very real possibility that it would lead to a collapse of the 
Eurozone. Due to the size of the Italian economy, the EFSF 
was unlikely to have the capital necessary to fund an Italian 
bailout. Core Eurozone states, such as France and Germany, 
had already shown their reluctance to fund the bailout of 
much smaller economies, such as that of Greece and Spain. 
It quickly became apparent that the solution to Italy’s fi-
nancial woes would involve internal financial reform and 
austerity measures. Given the political stalemate that char-
acterized Italian domestic politics, and mounting accusa-
tions of political scandal against PM Berlusconi, the imple-
mentation of these measures proved to be increasingly 
problematic.  

PM Berlusconi was forced to resign on 12 Novem-
ber 2011 after losing his parliamentary majority; he was 
replaced by Mario Monti, a former member of the Euro-
pean Commission, and his government of technocrats. PM 
Monti quickly stabilized the Italian financial system as he 
implemented measures proposed by the ECB to help Italy 
reduce its $2.6 trillion public debt and increase its econom-
ic growth. Although the Italian public resented the austeri-
ty measures, they accepted them as a necessity in order to 
ensure the country’s sound economic recovery and the 
maintenance of its position of influence in the EU. The Eu-
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ropean Commission applauded Italy for implementing the 
measures, as did many in Brussels.  

The possibility of Italy exiting the Eurozone or EU 
as a result of its financial woes was not widely discussed 
within the Italian media; this can be attributed to the coun-
try’s strong historical ties with these institutions and its 
consistent advocacy of European integration. Because the 
EU continues to hold a position of authority in Italian soci-
ety the potential for an Italian withdrawal from the EU is 
unlikely. 
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MALTA 

By Adrian Zita-Bennett 

 

Ethnic composition: Maltese (descen-
dants of ancient Carthaginians and 
Phoenicians with strong elements of 
Italian and other Mediterranean 
stock) 

Population: 409,836 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $25,700 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 2004 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Though only officially becoming a member on 1 
May 2004, Malta has enjoyed increasingly close relations 
with the EU since its independence in 1964. The relation-
ship was forged on the basis of trade, as the countries have 
sought to gradually remove trade barriers to allow greater 
access to each other’s markets. As of 2002, trade with the 
EU accounted for 46% of Malta’s exports and 67% of its 
imports.1 In addition to this, the EU provided financial as-
sistance to Malta intermittently during the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. In the 1990s, Malta applied for membership in 
the EU and by December 2002, all negotiations concerning 
accession were completed. In a March 2003 referendum, 
53.6% of Maltese citizens voted in favour of membership, 
and Malta acceded to the Union on 1 May 2004.2 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Di-ve 
www.di-ve.com   
 
Di-ve is a leading online news media portal in Malta. It is 
owned by the telecommunications company GO and is not 
affiliated with any particular political party though the 
NGO Network for Reporting on Eastern Europe has labelled 
Di-ve as liberal in terms of its political orientation.3 
 
The Malta Star  
www.maltastar.com   
 
The Malta Star is a free online newspaper established and 
owned by the social democratic Malta Labour Party. Its po-
litical orientation is social democratic and it is characte-
rized as having a strong amount of scepticism towards the 
EU.4 It is the main online competitor of di-ve.com. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.di-ve.com/
http://www.maltastar.com/
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The Times of Malta  
www.timesofmalta.com  
 
The Times of Malta is the largest Maltese daily newspaper. 
It is owned by Allied Newspapers Limited and is consi-
dered to have a conservative political orientation and is 
strongly in favour of the EU.5 It is not affiliated with a polit-
ical party. 
 
Malta Today  
www.maltatoday.com.mt 
 
Malta Today is a newspaper circulated only on Wednes-
days and Sundays. It was founded by a former member of 
the Green Democratic Alternative Party along with a for-
mer functionary of the Nationalist Party. It is currently 
owned by MediaToday Co. Ltd. It has a liberal political 
orientation, though it is not officially affiliated with a politi-
cal party. 6 
 
The Malta Independent  
www.independent.com.mt 
 
The Malta Independent is a daily newspaper owned by 
Standard Publications Ltd.  The paper is not affiliated with a 
political party, though it appears to have a “liberal conserv-
ative” political orientation.7 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The Eurozone Crisis 
 
- On 11 March 2011, Malta backed the Franco-German 

Competitiveness Pact because, as Prime Minister Gonzi 
stated, it represented a tool “to strengthen the financial 
foundation of the ESM” and is important for EU members 
to improve their economies.8 

- On 21 July 2011, at a Council of the EU Summit Meeting in 
Brussels, Malta agreed to contribute €400 million as part 
of a broad €159 billion Eurozone commitment to the 

http://www.timesofmalta.com/
http://www.maltatoday.com.mt/en/home
http://www.independent.com.mt/
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EFSF in order to “decisively improve the debt sustainabil-
ity and refinancing profile of Greece.” Prime Minister 
Gonzi said that the summit underscored the importance 
of EU Member States’ ability to achieve the kind of “fiscal 
consolidation” that “sends a positive message to the fi-
nancial markets [and] creates stability.”9 

- On 9 September 2011, the EC released its 2011 Public 
Finances Report, which offered several recommendations 
for Malta. It stated that Malta must adopt a “binding, rule-
based” framework to push its deficit to below 3% of its 
GDP and reduce its growing debt. Also, the EC urged that 
Malta “take action” to ensure the sustainability of its 
pension system.10 On 11 November 2011, the EC again 
warned Malta of an economic downturn, citing the fact 
that the country’s deficit and debt were projected to in-
crease next year despite projected GDP growth.11 

- On 8 November 2011, Malta, together with Bulgaria, Cy-
prus, and the Czech Republic, backed Sweden and Brit-
ain’s opposition to the so-called ‘Tobin Tax’ proposal 
(placing excise tax on cross border currency transactions) 
supported, most notably, by France and Germany.12 The 
states in opposition argued that the levy would negatively 
impact both business and consumers. The ruling Natio-
nalist Party led by Prime Minister Gonzi was supported in 
their position by the Opposition Labour Party; however, 
the Green Party (Alternattiva Demokratika), expressed 
“disappointment”, calling for banks and financial institu-
tions to “participate in responsibility sharing for the eco-
nomic crisis.”13  

- On 10 December 2011, Malta, along with 25 other mem-
bers of the EU reached a consensus on a new treaty (the 
European fiscal treaty) to be signed in March 2012. The 
treaty called for greater fiscal discipline and integration 
amongst members by reducing bloated deficits, mutually 
“approved” budgets, and progressing towards balanced 
budget legislation.14 

 
 
 
 



 

115   

Libyan Conflict 
 
Diplomacy 
- On 10 March 2011, ahead of the emergency EU summit 

scheduled for 11 March, Prime Minister Gonzi strongly 
advocated for an end to hostilities in Libya and stated that 
Malta would not help the Libyan government because it 
was “not a matter of mediation” and that the Libyan gov-
ernment “had to listen to the wishes of the Libyan 
people.”15  

- On 11 March 2011, Malta, along with the other Member 
States, condemned the Gaddafi regime in Libya for its 
“use of military force against the civilian population,” 
with Prime Minister Gonzi stating that Malta expected the 
exit of Colonel Gaddafi from the political scene to be “in-
evitable.”16  

- On 13 March 2011, Malta, along with a “handful” of other 
Member States, called for a ceasefire in Libya during an 
informal meeting of EU foreign ministers in Budapest. 
The ministers also discussed imposing more sanctions on 
the Gaddafi regime. 

- On 26 February 2011, Maltese Foreign Minister Dr. Tonio 
Borg reiterated the government’s position that it would 
be “neither a mediator” nor “play any military role,” so as 
to not “burn bridges.”17 

- On 31 March 2011, Malta froze “millions of Euros” in Li-
byan assets following the EU/UN directive to freeze the 
assets of the Libyan Investment Authority as well as those 
of Gaddafi and his family.18 

- On 21 June 2011, Foreign Minister Borg, in conjunction 
with the foreign ministers of all other Member States, 
froze the assets of 6 Libyan port authorities controlled by 
Gaddafi’s forces. In a joint statement, the ministers added 
that Gaddafi had “lost all legitimacy to remain in power” 
and that there could be no impunity for crimes against 
humanity.19 

 
Migration 
- On 30 March 2011, Malta issued a “strong appeal” to the 

EU for help in dealing with the large influx of migrants 
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from Libya. It also reaffirmed its commitment to serve as 
a humanitarian base for refugees and treat those injured 
in the conflict.20 On 1 April, however, the request was re-
jected by the EU Home Affairs Commissioner, Cecilia 
Malmström, who stated that Malta was not yet in “an 
emergency situation,” so such protection was not neces-
sary.21 

- While the EU refused to allow the activation of the ‘soli-
darity mechanism’ which would have forced Member 
States to assist with the management of the illegal mi-
grants flowing into Malta, on 13 April 2011, it did create a 
“pilot project” with similar provisions. The difference was 
that the pilot project would be entirely voluntary.22 On 12 
May 2011, 12 Member States, in addition to 3 non-
members, agreed to resettle 323 refugees who arrived in 
Malta as part of this resettlement initiative. The Maltese 
government saw this as a positive development, though it 
was noted that there was still room for improvement, 
given the nearly 2700 refugees that had entered the coun-
try.23 A 3 June 2011 EU report confirmed the unenthu-
siastic mood amongst Member States towards Malta’s ap-
peal for burden-sharing, despite the “talk of solidarity,” as 
only 10 other Member States committed to this resettle-
ment initiative.24 

- On 28 November 2011, Interim Libyan PM Abdurrahim el 
Keib and Prime Minister Gonzi agreed to cooperate re-
garding the influx of Libyan migrants into Malta.25 

- On 3 December 2011, Malmström announced a tentative 
plan to “force” Member States to “show solidarity” with 
those burdened with illegal immigration (i.e. Malta) be-
cause such solidarity had been “lower than expected.” 
The voluntary pilot project currently in place would be 
replaced by a permanent relocation scheme to encourage 
the full participation of all EU Member States.26 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 
 Despite their diminutive stature in terms of econ-
omy and geography, Malta still has a distinct role in the EU. 
Two main trends dominated popular discourse regarding 
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Malta’s relationship with the EU in 2011: the Eurozone cri-
sis and the Libyan war. Regarding the Eurozone crisis, Mal-
ta saw the improvement of Europe’s fiscal situation as cru-
cial and actively participated in such efforts. In this way, 
Malta proved that it was not a so-called ‘lapdog’ of the EU, 
as it did not automatically support every initiative put forth 
by the bigger powers, such as France, Germany, or the UK. 
Malta opposed the Franco-German ‘Tobin Tax’ precisely 
because of their belief that it would drive away foreign in-
vestment — a move that put them at odds with many of the 
EU’s major players. In addition, Malta did not support its 
long-time ally, the UK, when Prime Minister David Came-
ron suggested that the European fiscal treaty be signed in 
March 2012. The realities of Malta’s own burgeoning debt 
and deficit give grounding to its statements that Member 
States must exercise greater fiscal discipline and restraint. 
By the third quarter of 2011, Malta had cut its debt by 1.6% 
of its GDP. Along with Italy, this represented the deepest 
cuts of all EU Member States.27 This strong adherence to its 
rhetoric, in addition to its willingness to push back against 
‘bigger’ Member States to safeguard its national interests, 
is ample proof that Malta’s EU policy is not necessarily an 
extension of the wills of the majority of the Member States. 
The Maltese attitude perhaps was best reflected when 
Prime Minister Gonzi vowed on 27 June 2011 that Malta 
would not be “humiliated” like Greece because, as Finance 
Minister Tonio Fenech later stated on 13 November, Malta 
“has never shied away from taking the politically difficult 
but responsible decisions” on economic matters.28 29  
 Similarly, while Malta participated actively in dis-
cussions regarding the EU’s approach to the situation in 
Libya, it did not always agree with all EU positions on the 
matter. Malta denounced and imposed sanctions on the 
Gaddafi regime on several occasions throughout 2011, yet 
made sure to stay aloof from the conflict, preferring to nei-
ther ‘mediate’ nor ‘play a military role’. The EU did not cri-
ticize the country’s limited participation as vigorously, due 
to the war’s direct impact on Malta in terms of the influx of 
illegal migration. As discussed, it was only on 3 December 
that the EU realized it could not merely encourage, but ra-
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ther needed to “force” other member states to assist in the 
resettlement of these migrants, as most members, by and 
large, offered little in terms of aid.  
 The ambivalent role of Malta in the EU is perhaps a 
major reason for the ongoing debate on the efficacy of the 
organization between some of Malta’s aforementioned 
press outlets. In many respects, the EU’s treatment of Malta 
in the Libyan case is indicative of the EU’s attitude toward 
Malta more broadly speaking. In general, it is clear that 
Malta is not a top concern for the EU. In addition to the 
EU’s slow response to Malta’s refugee issues, the EU com-
mitted – and then delayed – offering help to fund the finan-
cial restructuring of Air Malta, the country’s national air-
line.30  
 Thus, in 2011, Malta and the EU engaged in some-
times amicable and always dynamic relations. Malta dem-
onstrated a strong commitment to the organization on such 
matters and proved to be an important ally over the course 
of the year. Despite this fact, there is room for improve-
ment in this relationship, as the EU needs to refrain from 
treating Malta merely as a ‘peripheral interest’ in the fu-
ture.  
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THE NETHERLANDS 

By Farbod Saatsaz van Driel 

 

Ethnic composition: Dutch 80.7%, Euro-
peans 5%, Indonesian 2.4%, Turkish 
2.2%, Surinamese 2%, Moroccan 2%, 
Caribbean 0.8%, other 4.8% (2008 
est .)  

Population: 16,730,632 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $42,300 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 1952 

EU funding in 2010: net contributor 



 

122 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The Netherlands is a constitutional monarchy, with 
Queen Beatrix as head of state, and Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte of the right liberal People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy (VVD) at the head of government.1 Although a 
small country with only 16 million inhabitants, the Nether-
lands has always been an active member of the interna-
tional political arena. It was one of the founding members 
of both the EEC and NATO.2 The Hague, seat of the Dutch 
government, is also home to many international organiza-
tions such as the ICC, evidence of the importance the Dutch 
place on their participation in the international arena. The 
Netherlands has a strong international trade economy with 
strong business and service sectors; trade makes up most 
of the country’s GDP (60%) with 80% of its export and 
70% of its import transactions taking place with other EU 
Member States.3  
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
NRC Handelsblad 
www.nrc.nl 
 
NRC is the national evening paper, with a history of liberal-
ism4. With 218,000 readers NRC ranks as the country’s 4th 
most read paper.5 
 
Elsevier 
www.elsevier.nl  
 
Elsevier is the largest weekly opinion journal of the country 
with a circulation of 150,000, and focuses on current do-
mestic and international issues. The magazine claims it is 
“read by more than half a million readers, half of whom are 
so-called decision makers.”6 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nrc.nl/
http://www.elsevier.nl/
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De Volkskrant 
www.volkskrant.nl  
Although founded as a Roman Catholic workers’ paper, The 
Volkskrant became a secular paper in 1965. De Volkskrant 
is the country’s third national daily paper in circulation. Its 
audience is mainly young progressives.7  
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The Eurozone Crisis 
The Eurozone crisis was the most discussed topic in the 
articles. About 44% of the articles deal with this issue.  
 
- The population had difficulty understanding the Greek 

crisis and the decisions that politicians make in Brussels. 
The Dutch Prime Minister faced strong criticism in late Ju-
ly 2011, because he was unable to accurately disclose 
how much financial support Greece was supposed to re-
ceive from the Eurozone and the IMF. The Prime Minister 
had mistakenly stated that Greece would receive €109 
billion, €50 billion of which would be paid by the banks. 
In reality, the sum that would be paid by the banks was 
not included in the €109 billion. In an Elsevier commen-
tary, Syp Wynia writes: “During a briefing of the Parlia-
ment it became clear that it’s not clear what happened [in 
Brussels] and what the consequences are for the Nether-
lands. It became clear that nothing is clear.”8 

- In December 2011, uncertainty is still the main characte-
ristic of the portrayal of the Eurozone crisis with head-
lines such as: “Uncertainty remains, even after the ‘sum-
mit of all summits’”9 

- Dutch voices opposing financial support to Greece argue 
that the Greeks do not work hard enough and retire too 
soon. However, some articles attempt to correct this im-
age and claim: “The Telegraph [populist] propaganda 
against Greece provides Europe, including Holland, with a 
convenient and exploitable scape goat.” 10  

- In July, Standard & Poor’s downgraded France to AAA- 
status. This made the financial crisis more tangible for the 
rich countries in Europe: “The crisis hit the heart of the 

http://www.volkskrant.nl/
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Eurozone because of the credit rating devaluation. One of 
the most important financiers of the European financial 
support was now under fire.”11 

- Future of the EU: The financial crisis has raised questions 
about the powers of the EU. Amidst Euroscepticism, some 
call for a deepening of the EU. On this issue, Spanish phi-
losopher Fernando Savater stated: “You need common in-
stitutions for common economic and education policies. 
Europe’s hard drive has to be communal. I also think Eu-
rope needs a common military.”12 

 
Migration Regulations 
 
- Refugees: In January 2011, the European Court for Human 

Rights decided that member states are not allowed to 
send refugees back to Greece, even if it is their first coun-
try of arrival in the EU, as the handling of refugees in 
Greece is not considered to be up to EU standards.13 

- Illegal immigration: In September, the European Commis-
sion demanded that the Netherlands change its policy 
with regards to deporting illegal immigrants. The Com-
mission argued that it is against EU regulation to impri-
son illegal immigrants, and the Netherlands would be 
faced with financial and legal charges if this situation was 
not improved.14 

 
External Affairs 
 
- Egypt: In February, Catherine Ashton, the High Repre-

sentative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, travelled to Egypt and Tunisia to discuss the upris-
ings with various parties. Mubarak had not yet stepped 
down at this point. Ashton faced criticism because the EU 
was unable to speak with one voice. The situation in 
Egypt caused Europe to become more involved with itself 
than Egypt: “The past few days, Europe has come up with 
one statement after the other about Egypt. Critics wonder 
where Ashton’s authority is.”15 

- Libya: Again, the EU is unable to speak with one voice; 
instead France takes the lead in responding to the upris-
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ing in Libya. The NRC editorial:  “Even now that the vi-
olence is escalating, the EU has no clear policy toward 
Gadaffi.”16 

- Iran: In December, the EU was considering the boycott of 
Iranian oil. A decision was not made at that point because 
some member states required time to find alternate sup-
pliers. At the same time, the UK asked for stricter sanc-
tions on Iran because the British embassy in Tehran had 
recently been attacked by government-backed mobs. 
“This week, Europe stayed clear from an oil boycott, on 
which the UK and France had insisted. Such a move could 
cause the oil prices to rise rapidly.”17 

 
2011 IN REVIEW:  
 

The Euro crisis has been at the centre of Dutch me-
dia coverage on the EU. As the summary of the reporting 
shows the Dutch population has difficulty understanding 
how the government and the EU are handling the Greek 
crisis. The fact that Prime Minister Rutte caused confusion 
over the total amount of financial support that was agreed 
on in Brussels emphasized the complexity of the Greek cri-
sis. The public has little confidence in a positive outcome, 
as Greece’s problems seem to be never ending. Many are 
starting to feel fed up with bailing Greece out and the Dutch 
Minister of Finance is in a continuous challenge of defend-
ing the decisions to financially support Greece. Many Dutch 
citizens believe that Greece will never be able to repay its 
debt to the Netherlands.  

Another widely discussed topic was that of regula-
tion and governance within the EU. The Eurozone crisis 
raised questions about the future of the EU, and while Eu-
rosceptics used the crisis as an argument against the EU, 
Europhiles argued that the crisis demonstrates a need for 
deeper integration and a stronger union. The Eurozone cri-
sis has led to calls for a common budgetary policy and a 
move towards a stronger political union.  

Other topics involving regulation dealt with human 
rights issues such as immigration policies; the Netherlands 
has faced criticism from EU institutions for its handling of 
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illegal immigrants. The freedom of press was another pop-
ular topic as Hungary imposed its controversial media laws 
just as it assumed the EU presidency.  

The EU’s external affairs, in particular, were por-
trayed negatively in the media. The reason for this is the 
EU’s apparent inability to decide upon a common action 
regarding the Arab Spring. The fact that member states 
made responses individually, or within a NATO framework, 
challenged the legitimacy of the High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs in the eyes of the public. 
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POLAND 

By Stanislaw Pelc 

 

Ethnic composition: Polish 96.7%, Ger-
man 0.4%, Belarusian 0.1%, Ukrainian 
0.1%, other and unspecified 2.7% 
(2002 census) 

Population: 38,415,284 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $20,100 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 2004 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Poland joined the EU on May 1, 2004,1 following the 
June 2003 Referendum. On 7-8 June 77.45% of those who 
voted were in favor of the accession and 22.55% were 
against it.2 The referendum was a victory for the pro-EU 
political parties, among them, the then ruling Social Demo-
cratic Party. Euroscepticism has never surfaced as a prom-
inent trend in Polish mainstream political discourse, 
though it would be unfair to say that it does not exist out-
side the mainstream media. 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Gazeta Wyborcza 
www.wyborcza.pl   
 
With a circulation of over 300,000 copies Gazeta Wyborcza 
is, and has been, the leading Polish newspaper since the 
post-communist transition.3 It dates back to the Round Ta-
ble Talks of 1989. Its main aim then was to represent the 
Solidarity movement in the 1989 legislative elections. 
Journalism presented by Gazeta Wyborcza has often been 
the subject of sharp criticism from other newspapers and 
opinion leaders, because of its perceived biases. The 
strongest condemnation was levied for allegedly biased 
coverage of such issues as post-communist vetting (lustra-
tion), and a perceived attempt to whitewash former com-
munists.  
 
Rzeczpospolita 
www.rp.pl  
 
With a circulation of around 200,000 copies, Rzeczpospolita 
considers itself to be the most serious competitor of Gazeta 
Wyborcza.4 Rzeczpospolita was the first newspaper to pro-
vide a platform for discussion about lustration among 
journalists. In 2006, when Pawel Lisicki replaced Grzegorz 
Gauden as Rzeczpospolita’s chief editor, the newspaper 
switched its profile from moderate to more conservative. 

http://www.wyborcza.pl/
http://www.rp.pl/
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Rzeczpospolita employs many of Gazeta Wyborcza’s staun-
chest critics. 
 
Uważam Rze 
www.uwazamrze.pl  
 
A weekly magazine with a circulation of 294,000 was 
launched in February 2011 by some of the Rzeczpospolita 
journalists. It calls itself a “conservative-liberal voice in the 
public debate,” and is often critical of the current govern-
ment and its policies.5  Uważam Rze articles and op-eds 
frequently appear in Rzeczpospolita, and vice versa.  
 
Wprost  
www.wprost.pl 
 
Wprost is a politically centrist magazine, with a circulation 
of 179,280 copies.6 From 2007 to February 2010, when 
Stanislaw Janecki was Wprost’s chief editor, the paper 
aligned itself with the right-wing government of the Law 
and Justice party. Since May 2010, however, when Tomasz 
Lis became editor-in-chief, the political profile of the maga-
zine became moderate.  
 
Newsweek Polska  
www.newsweek.pl  
 
Newsweek Polska is one of the eight non-English editions of 
the American Newsweek magazine. With an average circu-
lation of around 180,000, it is one of the biggest and most 
popular weekly magazines in Poland.7    
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The Polish Presidency in the Council of Europe 
While some written media approached this topic with a 
good dose of criticism and condemnation, others did not. 
For instance, in Rzeczpospolita, the very idea of the EU 
presidency was portrayed as a façade. The newspaper’s 

http://www.uwazamrze.pl/
http://www.wprost.pl/
http://www.newsweek.pl/
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contributors blamed the 2007 Lisbon Treaty for “narrow-
ing the mandate of the presidency.”8  
 
- Gazeta Wyborcza, on the other hand, stated that “given 

the Eurozone crisis, the half-year Polish presidency was 
probably the toughest period in the history of this enter-
prise.”9 The newspaper also noticed that there were “no 
fireworks, but also no mishaps.”10 

- Wprost magazine tackled the subject from a slightly dif-
ferent perspective. Its editors drew attention to the geo-
politics of East Central Europe, and postulated that the 
Polish presidency in the EU, seven years after accession, 
had to be three-dimensional. It should have promoted 
Poland, provided East Central regional leadership, and 
assisted internationally as the EU faced the financial re-
cession.11 

 
The Bailout of Greece 
Concurrently, Greek financial crisis put into question Pol-
and’s accession to the Eurozone, and Eurozone’s chances of 
survival. Rzeczpospolita concluded that “pessimists talk 
about the break-up of the Eurozone, cautious optimists say 
that only Greece will abandon the Eurozone. Optimists, 
whose numbers have been shrinking, commented that the 
Eurozone will come out of the crisis even stronger, due to 
an ever-growing fiscal union between member states.”12 
The rhetoric presented by the newspaper has to be per-
ceived as EU-cautious. 
 
- Newsweek Polska debated the €200 billion needed in or-

der to rescue the Eurozone. According to its source, a 
Polish diplomat in Brussels, a number of countries from 
Eastern Europe – the Czech Republic and Bulgaria – de-
clared that they would not financially support richer EU 
countries. Moreover, Hungary and Romania had no input, 
because they were in the process of repaying their IMF 
loans.13 Countries outside of the Eurozone questioned the 
burden that they would have to bear for the principle of 
collective responsibility, responsibility for problems 
created elsewhere.  
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Eastern Partnership  
Finally, the matter of Eastern Partnership (EaP) appeared 
quite regularly in the popular media’s coverage of events 
and topics. The reason for such interest was twofold. 
Firstly, it had been a brainchild of the Polish and Swedish 
diplomatic cooperation, giving it a lot of traction in the me-
dia. Secondly, it was widely believed that with the Polish 
EC presidency, the EaP would come to the forefront of the 
EU agenda. In fact, for the sixth month period of its presi-
dency, the EaP was “one of Poland’s priorities”.14 Moreover, 
the EaP Summit in Warsaw on 29-30 September 2011 was 
not only the most significant event organized under the 
Polish EC presidency, but also more importantly, it was 
meant to show that “the project was not forgotten, and it 
keeps on giving the EU neighbours ever growing opportun-
ities.”15  
 
- In contrast to the optimist tone emanating from Poland, 

one of the directors of Brussels based think-tank: the Cen-
tre for European Policy Studies, H. Onno Ruding an-
nounced just two days before the summit that “given the 
situation in Belarus and Ukraine, and a lack of engage-
ment and interest in the western EU countries’ side, the 
initiative seems unrealistic.”16 

- Igor Lyubashenko, a Ukrainian political scientist who 
works at the Polish Institute of International Affairs, criti-
cized the EaP in his editorial in Rzeczpospolita. He wrote 
that one of the weaknesses of so many European projects 
that deal with the EU neighbours is that they “offered 
nothing that could help the average citizen to understand 
and realize the advantages and profits that the EU inte-
gration brings.”17 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 
 The way different sources depict information varies 
slightly and ideological differences are most clearly re-
vealed in editorials. This was demonstrated by strong reac-
tions to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Radoslaw Sikors-
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ki’s, speech in Berlin, which was given at the end of 2011 
and demanded “Germany take the lead in solving the euro 
crisis.”18 There is a clear dividing line in Polish mainstream 
media between those aligning with the current govern-
ment, and those supporting the right-wing opposition. The 
former tends to depict the EU in a more optimistic way 
while the latter, has a tendency to criticize the government 
and its initiatives.  

In 2011, several clearly definable topics have sur-
faced. The first and most important was the Polish presi-
dency of the Council of Europe. The debate that this issue 
initiated was not only over the shape that the presidency 
should assume, but also what issues the Polish government 
had to address. It was also a discussion of a larger and 
overarching issue of the role of Poland in the EU itself, and 
an evaluation of its past seven years of membership. Al-
though there was a broad understanding that the image of 
Poland had improved, there was a lack of agreement as to 
the future of Poland in the EU.  

The Polish presidency was a chance for the right-
wing opposition and their sympathizers to criticize and 
condemn the government not only for their vision of Pol-
and in the EU, but also for a number of their internal poli-
cies. It started with an accusation over the total cost of the 
presidency, which was estimated at €110 million (almost 
as high as the French presidency in the past).19 For many 
commentators, the sum was too excessive, given the fact 
that the role of the presidency was diminished with the ra-
tification of the 2007 Lisbon Treaty.  

The real controversy occurred much later in the 
year, with the speech that the Polish Foreign Minister Ra-
doslaw Sikorski gave in Berlin in November 2011. Sikors-
ki’s call on Germany to rescue the Eurozone and especially 
his concluding remarks, “I fear German power less than I 
am beginning to fear German inactivity,”20 echoed in the 
Polish media for days. It pitted those who saw the EU as an 
integrated international body and those who saw it as a 
union of nation-states against one another.  

Other prominent topics were the bailout of Greece 
and the EaP. These two were connected to the theme of the 
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role of Poland in the EU. They divided the political and me-
dia scene. The bailout of Greece was met with harsh criti-
cism by the conservative media, and the right-wing opposi-
tion. There was a sense that the Eurozone crisis should be 
managed and solved only by Eurozone members. The left 
wing and centrist media and politicians, on the other hand, 
saw the recent financial crisis as an opportunity for Poland 
to participate in shaping the future of the EU. For them, it 
was imperative that collective action be taken, because if it 
were not, European unity would be at stake.  

The issue of EaP was approached with both optim-
ism and caution. By the time Poland began its six-month 
period of Council of the EU Presidency, the issue of Greece 
was looming. As a result, even though the EaP was one of 
the top priorities of the presidency, it lost some of its initial 
momentum and relevance due to pressing financial prob-
lems of the Eurozone. Therefore, Poland was relatively li-
mited in its ability to address this matter, especially be-
cause the western EU countries were more concentrated 
on their domestic economies. 
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PORTUGAL 

By Camilla Guiguer 

 

Ethnic composition: homogeneous Medi-
terranean stock; cit izens of black 
African descent; since 1990 East Eu-
ropeans  

Population: 10,781,459 ( July 2012 est .)  

Member since: 1986 

GDP per capita: $23,200 (2011 est .)  

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

The EU has been a top priority on Portugal’s agenda 
for the past two decades. Portugal acceded to EC in early 
1986 and subsequently became one of the contracting 
states that established the EU in 1994. Portugal has consis-
tently been in favor of EU expansion, including the poten-
tial entry of Turkey. From an economic standpoint, Portug-
al has benefited greatly from its membership to the EU as it 
has been able to provide low-cost labor to the rest of Eu-
rope, thus attracting investment. With the entry of the 
East-Central European states in recent years, this competi-
tive advantage was lost and Portugal’s economy has floun-
dered. In the first half of 2011 Portugal became the third 
EU country to request a financial bailout from the EU.  

 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Expresso 
www.expresso.sapo.pt  
 
Expresso is a weekly newspaper, published on Saturdays, 
that enjoys the largest circulation of all newspapers in the 
Portugal, with more than 136 000 copies sold weekly.1 It is 
chiefly known for its editorial independence and inquisi-
tive political reporting, making it a good newspaper of ref-
erence.  
 
Jornal de Noticias 
www.jn.pt 
  
Jornal de Noticias is a daily newspaper that is widely circu-
lated. It sells just over 109 000 copies daily.2 The newspa-
per is owned by Controlinveste – a predominantly centrist 
company and thus, this newspaper’s political affiliation is 
also centrist.3  
 
 
 
 

http://www.expresso.sapo.pt/
http://www.jn.pt/
http://www.dn.pt/Inicio/interior.aspx?content_id=1752170
http://www.dn.pt/inicio/economia/interior.aspx?content_id=1999718&seccao=Dinheiro%20Vivo
http://www.dn.pt/inicio/economia/interior.aspx?content_id=1999718&seccao=Dinheiro%20Vivo
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=1775001
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=1775001
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=2097448
http://www.jn.pt/PaginaInicial/Economia/interior.aspx?content_id=2034761
http://www.dn.pt/inicio/economia/interior.aspx?content_id=2132430
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=1994198
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=2161865
http://www.jn.pt/PaginaInicial/Economia/interior.aspx?content_id=1844042
http://www.jn.pt/PaginaInicial/Economia/interior.aspx?content_id=1844042
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Diario de Noticias 
www.dn.pt 
 
Diario de Noticias is another popular newspaper circulated 
daily throughout the country. It is predominantly consi-
dered the country's most prestigious publication.4 Like Jor-
nal de Noticias, this publication is also owned by Contro-
linveste.5 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
EU financial aid to Portugal 
Due to the country’s economic difficulties and the impact of 
the Eurocrisis, the topic of EU financial support was a pre-
valent one in the Portuguese media throughout 2011.  
 
- Reports early on in the year indicated that the EIB (Euro-

pean Investment Bank) stated its desire to help the floun-
dering economies of Eurozone countries, of which Por-
tugal was included.6  

- The EIB declared its intention to aid Portugal in order to 
prevent from the country from falling into a recession, as 
was predicted if economic conditions in Portugal contin-
ued to worsen.7 Germany and France echoed this concern 
by insisting that the country accept financial aid as soon 
as possible.8  

- In the later half of 2011, data from the Transatlantic 
Trends survey indicated that majority of Portuguese citi-
zens (58%) considered the euro ‘bad’ for the economy 
while 80% admitted they had been affected by the eco-
nomic crisis.  

- Despite these trends the majority surveyed (68%) still 
supported the EU.9 The data was released shortly before 
the EU allotted EUR 2 billion in financial aid to Portugal in 
September 2011, meant to ease the sustainability of its 
debt and improve the liquidity of the country.10 The Euro-
zone countries expressed confidence in Portugal’s capaci-
ty to complete the financial aid program set out by the 
‘troika’ (the EU, the ECB, and the IMF) and applauded the 

http://www.dn.pt/
http://www.dn.pt/Inicio/interior.aspx?content_id=1804452
http://www.jn.pt/PaginaInicial/Economia/interior.aspx?content_id=1844370
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=1775001
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=2097448
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efforts of the Portuguese government consolidating pub-
lic funds and initiating the necessary structural reforms.11  

 
Causes of the Eurozone crisis 
Considering the magnitude of the Eurocrisis and Portugal’s 
floundering economy, it is not surprising that the topic of 
potential causes of the economic downturn were widely 
discussed in Portugal’s domestic media.  
 
- While some reporting focused on explaining the difficul-

ties and challenges facing EU leaders,12 others indicated 
the shortcomings of the EU resulted from a lack of leader-
ship.13 Certain reports called for the increased centraliza-
tion of the EU, in hopes that this would prevent a repeat 
of Eurocrisis.14 

 
Portugal and the Future of the EU 
Another widely discussed topic in Portuguese media ad-
dressed the country’s disadvantaged economic status in the 
EU.15 16 17  
 
- Although certain reports focused on distinguishing Por-

tugal’s economic situation from that of Greece and Ireland 
18 a majority stressed the lack of foreign investment in 
Portugal and its negative impact on the nation’s econo-
my.19 20 

- In mid 2011, economist Nouriel Roubini stated that eco-
nomic recovery for Portugal would be a long and difficult 
ordeal, however he expressed hope that an agreement 
could be reached with the EU, the ECB and the IMF, that 
would enact less severe austerity measures than those 
imposed in Greece and Ireland.21  

- Nevertheless, most of the reporting on the topic of Por-
tugal and the future of the EU remained optimistic, indi-
cating that the EU would contain the crisis.22  

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

Over the course of 2011, Portugal’s relationship 
with the EU has been significantly affected.  Surprisingly, 

http://www.dn.pt/Inicio/interior.aspx?content_id=1804452
http://www.jn.pt/PaginaInicial/Economia/interior.aspx?content_id=1844370
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=1775001
http://www.jn.pt/PaginaInicial/Economia/interior.aspx?content_id=2034761
http://www.dn.pt/Inicio/interior.aspx?content_id=1804452
http://www.dn.pt/Inicio/interior.aspx?content_id=1804452
http://www.jn.pt/paginainicial/interior.aspx?content_id=2161865
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Portuguese faith still exists in the supranational organiza-
tion. In domestic media, the EU’s crisis was increasingly 
attributed to its internal workings – primarily in the areas 
of leadership. At first, the Portuguese perception of this 
problem was nominal, as there was hope of a turnaround 
after policy implementations took effect. For example, in 
February 2011, Expresso labeled the problems that leaders 
were facing as “big challenges” rather than insurmountable 
tasks.23 The media’s focus remained on the EU leaders 
themselves rather than the EU as an institution. Gradually, 
the economic crisis received greater attention in the media 
and episodes of leaders meeting to discuss the EU’s next 
course of action were highlighted. Perhaps a somewhat 
naïve idea, but seemingly accepted among the Portuguese 
population, was that the solution to the Eurozone situation 
could be found in changing the organizational structure 
and governance of the EU itself. One Jornal de Noticias ar-
ticle from October 4th stated that the economic governance 
of the region should be more preventative and punitive.24 
By the year’s end, the media had clearly labeled leadership 
as a key contributing factor in the Eurocrisis, focusing on 
statements like Sarkozy’s “deficit of leadership” as quoted 
in a Diario de Noticias’ article from 3 November.25  

The Portuguese media attributed the majority of 
the Eurocrisis to the organizational structure and leader-
ship failings, of the EU. Throughout 2011 Portugal’s faith in 
the EU’s determination to help it was fairly consistent. As 
early as January, there were articles stating that the EIB 
wanted to help Portugal avoid a recession.26 This element 
of assistance appears throughout the year and rarely can 
one find articles depicting the EU as giving up on Portugal. 
Assisting Portugal was portrayed as the EU’s duty in many 
articles as seen by Expresso’s September 22nd publication 
stating: “The EU will pay 4 Billion in financial obligations to 
Portugal and Ireland”.27 Note the usage of the term ‘obliga-
tions’ which exemplified the perception in Portugal of the 
EU’s commitment to Portugal’s economic survival. In sum, 
Portugal has approached the shortcomings of the EU with 
less vitriol than expected, partly due to the fragile status of 
the Portuguese economy. In a sense the message seems to 
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be: “it’s a shame its turning out this way – but at least they 
are trying with good intentions.”  

Another important topic was Portugal’s position as 
one of the weakest economies in the EU. Articles such as 
Diario de Noticias’ March 11 publication express national 
concern for the status of the Portuguese economy. It la-
beled Portugal as ‘one of the most “closed economies” in 
the EU.28 This view continued throughout the year, with 
several articles expressing stronger opinions by the end of 
the year, such as a Jornal de Noticias article from December 
2nd entitled “The Gate of Hell”.29 The article stated that the 
EU’s organizational faults falls on the shoulders of the most 
fragile economies in the EU, of which Portugal was in-
cluded.  

In conclusion, the Portuguese media depicted the 
Eurozone crisis as primarily the result of leadership and 
organizational deficiencies in the EU itself. Portugal was 
portrayed as one of the economies most negatively affected 
by the crisis. That being said, throughout the year Portugal 
still held the EU in a positive light. These views were rela-
tively consistent throughout 2011. However, as the Portu-
guese economy worsened, there was an increase in the 
negative outlook towards the situation in the Eurozone, 
reporting on which continued into 2012. 
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ROMANIA 

By Alexandra Savilo 

 

Ethnic composition: Romanian 89.5%, 
Hungarian 6.6%, Roma 2.5%, Ukrai-
nian 0.3%, German 0.3%, Russian 
0.2%, Turkish 0.2%, other 0.4% (2002 
census) 

Population: 21,848,504 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $12,300 (2011 est .)  

Member since: 2007 

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Located in South-eastern Europe, Romania current-
ly functions as a unitary semi-presidential republic. Shortly 
after the end of the Second World War Romania was forci-
bly turned into a socialist republic. The Ceausescu regime 
collapsed in 1989, leaving Romania politically and econom-
ically fragile. Given its susceptibility to corruption, Roma-
nia’s growth and development was slow. In 1993, four 
years after its transition to democracy, Romania applied for 
EU membership and became the first post-communist 
country to have official relations with the EU.1 In 1995 it 
became an Associated State of the EU.2 During the 2000s 
several reforms were implemented to prepare for the EU 
accession that it received in 2004.3 Romania finally became 
a Member State on January 1, 2007.4 
  
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Domestically, Romania is viewed as having one of the most 
dynamic media markets in all of Southeastern Europe.5 
However true this may be, the constitution has imposed 
limits upon the freedom of expression. More specifically, it 
limits reporting that places Romania in a derogatory con-
text.6 In 2010, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) an-
nounced that Romania “now considers the media a threat 
to national security and plans to legally censor its activi-
ties.”7 
 
Adevarul  
www.adevarul.ro 
 
Arguably the oldest and most well read newspaper in Ro-
mania, Adevarul was founded in 1871 and has evolved in a 
manner similar to the transformation Romania has under-
gone.8 Its current daily circulation is 187,000 and is owned 
by Dinu Patriciu, a prominent Romanian businessman and 
former politician.9 Adevarul’s idelogical stance conflicts 
with the beliefs of its founder.10 Patriciu, founder of the Na-
tional Liberal Party, follows a centre-right liberal policy 

http://www.adevarul.ro/
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and the newspaper upholds a strong commitment to the 
free market.11 Socially conservative, and fully privatised, it 
is one of the most popular and trusted press outlets in Ro-
mania.12   
 
Evenimentul Zilei  
www.evz.ro 
 
Founded shortly after the transition in 1992, Evenimentul 
Zilei has a daily circulation of 150,000.13 It is not only one 
of the leading newspapers in Romania, but also one of the 
most accessed internet pages. In the early 2000s, the Swiss 
press conglomerate Ringier owned it; however, journalists 
complained that the foreign owners were interfering edito-
rially and lessening the political coverage and toning down 
negative reports of the government.14 This caused a consi-
derable scandal, after which the paper became one of the 
most fervent attackers of government corruption.15 After 
the 2004 elections, the paper began changing its editorial 
policy to become a tabloid.16 In 2007, it came under the 
ownership of by Bobby Paunescu, a director and screen-
writer.17 The newspaper now addresses largely urban and 
educated public.18 
 
Gandul  
www.gandul.info 
 
Gandul was created in 2005 by Mircea Dinescu, a former 
writer for Scintea (the only newspaper published during 
the communist era). Since then, it has converted to an on-
line source, and records 35,000 daily hits.19 In 2006, Me-
diaPro (based in the United States) took over the majority 
of the company.20 MediaPro owns many magazines, web-
sites and TV channels both in Romania and Moldova.21 Cen-
tral European Media Enterprises own 95% of their Media-
Pro’s stock.22 
 
 
 
 

http://www.evz.ro/
http://www.gandul.info/
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FINDINGS: 
 
These sources yielded over 500 articles related to “Roma-
nia and the European Union”, “EU funds”, “Euro” and 
“Schengen”. Out of these, 200 were selected randomly for 
the purpose of this study, with 60 being quoted below.  
 
Accession into the Schengen Zone 
Without question, the topic most widely discussed was 
Romania’s difficult path to accession into the Schengen 
Zone.  
 
-  In the beginning of the year, French and German interior 

ministers demanded the postponement of Romania’s ac-
cession.23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 During the EU’s spring hearing, 
Romania’s accession was delayed due to the country’s 
problems with corruption.31 32 33 Romanian president Ba-
sescu urged the government not to denounce the Cooper-
ation & Verification Mechanism on justice developed by 
the European Commission as well as not to block Croa-
tia’s accession to the EU as a response to Romania’s delay 
in accession to the Schengen.34 35 Following the original 
delay, Germany, France and the EU tried to reach a com-
promise that would allow Romania’s accession in the 
fall.36 On 22 September, however, the Polish Minister of 
the Interior said the decision to integrate Romania into 
Schengen was impossible at this time.37 38 39 Schengen 
Head of the Administration and Interior, Marian Tutilescu 
reported after the hearing that there is a 90% chance that 
Romania will receive Schengen accession in 2012.40 41 42 43 
44 
 

EU Funds: Amounts, Allocation and Absorption 
The second most discussed topic in Romania-EU relations 
pertains to EU funds. The funds are important, as they af-
fect Romania’s development.  
 
-  The negotiation about the future budget cycle (2013-

2020) began in 2011.45 By the end of 2011, Romania had 
absorbed a low percentage of the European funds de-
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voted to it; even though it was only a quarter of what had 
been allocated to Romania, the 2011 spending doubled 
compared to the previous four years.46 Given this, it was 
reported that Romania could become a net contributor of 
the EU. Furthermore, the reduced use of funds could 
serve as an argument for limitations on future funding.47 
48 Despite the information that Romania could become a 
net contributor of the EU, it remained in last place during 
2011 in both East and Central Europe to have access to 
EU funds with an absorption rate of 7%.49  As a result, 
Romania created a Ministry of European Funds, responsi-
ble for improving the absorption rate of funds as well as 
attracting further funding.50 Later in the year, the EU de-
clared that Romania’s term of repayment of the EU funds 
had been reduced from 60 to 45 days.51 Per schedule, in 
the fall Romania received €1.2 billion as its fourth in-
stallment of European Commission loans.52 53 In the latter 
part of the year the European Parliament increased co-
financing for European projects, companies and authori-
ties in Romania.54 55 56 

 
The Ability for Romanian Citizens to Work Across the 
EU 
Another widely reported topic focused on work restric-
tions imposed on Romanian workers within the EU. 
 
-  Romanians currently cannot access jobs in 15 EU coun-

tries, while Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, Malta, and 
Luxembourg proposed employment restrictions for Ro-
manians that will begin in 2012.57 58 59 60 61 62 In 2011, 
Germany and Austria opened employment doors to East-
ern Europe, excluding Romania.63 64 Romanians will re-
gain employment access to the aforementioned nations in 
2014.65 EU States were forced to grant employment 
access to Romanians by the end of 2011.66 

 
Adoption of the Euro 
Though this topic was significantly less discussed when 
compared to the other leading issues mentioned in this re-
port, it is nonetheless included due to its significant impor-
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tance to the evolving relationship between Romania and 
the EU.  
 
-  A new convergence report from the European Commis-

sion outlined the goals and timelines of when Romania 
can adopt the euro. The report specified that Romania 
hopes to adopt the euro for 2015 as it already meets two 
of the five convergence criteria of the exchange rate and 
public debt.67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 
 Though deteriorating throughout the course of 
2011, Romania’s relationship with the EU generally fi-
nished on a hesitantly hopeful note.  The most widely de-
bated topic throughout the year was Romania’s accession 
to the Schengen Group. Initially, France and Germany, with 
the approval of other EU Member States, demanded the 
postponement of Romania’s accession to the Schengen 
Zone due to its current corruption and problems with the 
Roma population.76 77 Though this development was not a 
surprise to Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs Teodor 
Baconschi, he still made the accusation that the reason for 
such a decision lies in the inherent double standard within 
the EU.78 79 80 He therefore applied pressure on the EU, and 
argued that “regulations should not be changed to block 
accession”.81 82 In response to Baconschi’s actions, as well 
as surmounting Euroscepticism, EU Member States ad-
justed their stance on Romania’s Schengen accession and 
agreed to another hearing later in 2011.83 No agreement 
was reached upon the second Schengen accession hearing, 
despite Romania’s completion of the criteria required to 
accede.84 There is a lack of reporting of the discussion on 
the specific reason why Romania was not admitted, aside 
from the vague response from Finland and the Netherlands 
stating that the issue was political and electoral.85 General-
ly frustrated, Romanian EU officials consistently presented 
Romania as a victim of EU bullying and that their opinions 
were clearly in the right as would be seen in the predicted 
successful accession in the spring of 2012.86 
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Over the course of the year, most articles on Romania’s 
attempt to adopt the euro by 2015 referred to it as an un-
desirable but necessary move. The main reason for the 
adoption of the currency is further integration with the EU 
community, and the change in status from a Member State 
that is simply “helped along”.87 While this is the argument 
most publicised, there is an uncertainty about the adoption 
of the euro, as it might be used only as a national fiscal in-
strument during the upcoming presidential campaign.88  

Romania’s view of the EU in relation to availability and 
use of EU funds has fluctuated greatly in 2011. Ambitiously, 
Romanian EU officials planned twice the normal absorp-
tion funds when compared to those received in the past 
four years. They used the argument that Romania had the 
lowest absorption rate in East and Central Europe.89 How-
ever, the plan was difficult to implement as the EU changed 
Romania’s terms of repayment from 60 to 45 days.90 In an 
effort to appear more responsible, Romania imitated Bul-
garia when it was granted the capacity to have a Minister 
for European Funds.91 While EU officials were quoted to be 
happy with this development, it is as of yet uncertain to 
what extent such developments have aided Romania in at-
tracting EU funds. 

The inability for Romanians to work in approximately 
15 Member States beginning in January 2012 has caused a 
great deal of tension between Romania and the EU. Some 
nations have created extensions of their restrictions until 
2014, claiming that economic recession prevents absorp-
tion of new workers, or temporary migrant workers.92 Oth-
er nations such as Austria and Germany are distrustful of 
newly acceded nations and believe that Romania should 
wait as long as the other post-communist countries did: 
seven years after full accession (the maximum amount of 
time according to EU law).93 Many Romanian journalists 
expressed frustration about their nationals’ inability to 
work in other countries.94 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

The relationship between the EU and Russia has 
been one of conflict. As an authoritarian state, Russia does 
not share many of the EU’s values. Its government under-
stands international relations in the Westphalian sense, 
where state sovereignty is equated to territoriality and the 
exclusion of foreign actors from domestic governance.  

In a speech given in Bologna, Italy on 20 April 2007, 
EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson said that the EU-
Russia relationship contains a "level of misunderstanding 
or even mistrust we have not seen since the end of the Cold 
War."1 In general, there is a lot of distrust between Europe 
and Russia.2 The reason for this distrust lies in the geopo-
litical competition over certain overlapping spheres of in-
fluence in countries such as Ukraine and Georgia, as well as 
the question of energy exports from Russia. Secondary to 
this is the EU’s criticism of human rights violations in Rus-
sia and the Kremlin’s intolerance of “the slightest comment 
on its internal policy.”3 The most recent survey of Russian 
public opinion from 2010, suggests that 55% of Russian 
citizens view the EU positively (while only 13% regard it 
negatively, with the rest divided between unsure - 23% - 
and people who do not know what the EU is - 9%), and 
46% believe that the EU is not interested in a strong Russia 
and would prefer that Russia stays weak.4 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Эхо Москвы  
www.echo.msk.ru 
 
Ekho is considered to be one of the few truly independent 
media outlets in Russia.5 It tries to report on and illuminate 
the issues as objectively as possible by inviting all points of 
view, including some that are harshly critical of the gov-
ernment. According to its editor-in-chief, Aleksey Venedik-
tov, Ekho is “not an opposition radio, but an information 
radio.”6 It was the most cited news source (among all 
newspapers, magazines, and radio- and TV-stations – 6000 

http://www.echo.msk.ru/
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in total) in Russia in 2011.7 Despite being a radio-station, 
transcripts of its programs are available online, as well as 
blogs, surveys, news, and notable articles from foreign 
press sources (in translation). 
 
Lenta.ru  
www.lenta.ru 
 
Lenta.ru is one of the most popular internet-based news 
resources in Russia. It gets 100,000 hits a day on average, 
with approximately 30,000,000 hits in 2011.8 Extensive 
research yielded no information indicating any sort of po-
litical bias on its part. Its high popularity in the blo-
gosphere (evidenced by the frequency of its articles ap-
pearing on blogs, Facebook, and other types of social me-
dia) also testify to its objectivity and esteem among the 
readership. It is updated 24 hours a day. 
 
Izvestia  
www.izvestia.ru 
 
Izvestia is another widely read daily newspaper. In 2011 it 
was the third most-cited Russian newspaper.9 It is avail-
able in print, with a daily circulation of 234,500,10 and 
online. It is also considered a trusted source. 
These three sources were searched for the combination of 
the words “European Union” and “Russia” for the period 
from 1 January 2011 to 1 January 2012. Ekho yielded 320 
results, of which 55 were relevant to this study; Lenta.ru 
returned 364 results, of which 28 were found pertinent; 
Izvestia produced 570 results, of which 36 were used for 
the current analysis.  
 
FINDINGS: 
 
Over the course of 2011, media outlets were dominated by 
the following topics, which particularly influenced Russia-
EU relations in that period: 
 
 

http://www.lenta.ru/
http://www.izvestia.ru/
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Elections in Belarus 
Russia and the EU compete for influence in their 
neighbouring countries, what Russia calls its “near-
abroad.” A prominent illustration of this ongoing competi-
tion was the case of Belarus.  
 
- President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko was re-

elected a third time and was inaugurated for his fourth 
term in office on 21 January 2011.11  

- The EU was displeased with the treatment of the opposi-
tion in Belarus and overall restriction of civic rights, 
which prompted the European Parliament to adopt a 
resolution condemning Lukashenko.12 The resolution for-
bade Lukashenko’s entry into the EU, imposed economic 
sanctions on Belarus in the form of an embargo on busi-
ness with large Belarusian companies and froze assets of 
Belarusian state structures and some government offi-
cials.13 The resolution also expressed regret that Russia 
accepted the results of Belarusian presidential elections.14  

- The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs criticized the 
resolution stating that its aim was “to undermine socio-
economic stability in the country.”15 Russia announced 
that in response it would have to take “proportionate and 
adequate measures” in order to strengthen Belarusian 
sovereignty.16 Deputy chair for international affairs in the 
Russian Duma (Parliament), Leonid Slutskiy, said that in-
ternational sanctions such as these are “destructive.”17  

- Some people in the Russian media went further by stating 
that at a time when the EU is weak and wracked by a cri-
sis, the case of Belarus was taken up as a cause to show 
that the EU stands by its principles.18 The report asserted 
that in reality, such righteousness is exercised only with 
respect to small states with little influence, which exposes 
the hypocrisy of the EU. In essence, Belarus was simply a 
field where Russia and the EU contested each other’s 
geopolitical influence.19 
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Arab Spring 
The operation in Libya was called “a full-blown colonial 
war.”20 Russia was against Libyan intervention and called it 
“unreasonable.”21  
 
- Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said in an inter-

view that Russia was against the Western line taken in 
Libya, namely, forcing a ruler out of power and killing 
him.22 He went on to say that such an approach would 
only provoke other people discontented with their gov-
ernment to rise up in arms and expect the West to fight 
alongside them.23 Lavrov also stated that Russia was 
against such provocative destabilisation and preferred an 
open-minded dialogue.  

- At the same time, Moscow was convinced that the EU 
played little part in the unfolding of the operation, and 
thus, at the end of the day, paid little attention to Euro-
pean actions, placing all emphasis on the US instead. 

 
Human rights violations and the rule of law in Russia 
Two cases are significant in this section: the Magnitsky 
case24 and the December 2011 Duma elections.25 
 
- Sergey Magnitsky was a lawyer imprisoned for investigat-

ing a case of high-level corruption, who died in prison be-
cause he was denied medical treatment.26 The European 
Parliament stressed the need to investigate the case of his 
death.27 In February 2011 the EU approved a resolution 
criticizing the state of the Russian judiciary, which was 
deemed “not independent enough.”28 EU debated follow-
ing the US example and prohibiting entry into the EU to 
some of the officials implicated in the Magnitsky case, but 
that never materialised. In Russia the view was that such 
sanctions were a political tool meant to exert influence, 
and that the EU would never actually implement them.29 
The unsatisfactory state of the Russian judiciary was also 
underscored by the negative European evaluation of the 
Khodorkovsky case.30 

- The Duma elections were criticized as unfair in a resolu-
tion passed by the European Parliament on 7 July 2011.31 
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A Belgian deputy of the European Parliament, Guy Ver-
hofstadt, called on the EU “not to repeat mistakes of the 
past and support the people, not governments that break 
the law and abuse human rights”32 – clearly a hint at the 
European dealings with certain Arab states. In response 
to the condemnation of these elections, President Medve-
dev stated that he did not care what was said in Europe: 
“I have nothing to comment, because these are our elec-
tions. The European Parliament has nothing to do with 
them. […] I will not comment on their decisions, they do 
not mean anything to me.”33 

 
Economic relations 
Three issues dominated the debates on the economic front: 
EU-Russia trade relations and Russia’s entry into the WTO, 
EU-Russia visa regime, and energy policy. 
 
- Entry into the WTO was very important to Russia. After 

eighteen years of negotiations, Moscow finally signed the 
protocol of entry into the WTO on 16 December 2011.34 
Among the many new obligations the membership im-
posed on Russia was also the commitment to suspend 
payment from European airplanes crossing Russian air-
space. The EU had earlier threatened Russian entry into 
the WTO, because Russia had banned imports of vegeta-
bles from Europe after an epidemic of E-coli broke out; 
Russia had to restart vegetable trade in order to be able 
to proceed with its WTO bid.35  

- The visa question has plagued Russian-EU relations for 
quite some time, with one Duma deputy describing the 
EU policy in question as “a step forward, two steps 
back”.36 The year culminated in the two parties signing an 
agreement that outlined four-steps Russia needed to take 
in order to start a visa-free regime with the EU.37 Specifi-
cally, it called on Russia to introduce biometric passports 
and impose strict control of identity papers; to implement 
common standards in fighting illegal immigration; to co-
operate with the EU in fighting terrorism; and to provide 
equality and protection against discrimination for all citi-
zens crossing the common borders.38 
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- Finally, the question of energy has remained a difficult 
one. Russia places a huge emphasis on energy trade, as 
that is a significant source of its income. In January Russia 
announced that it planned to buy even more gas, than it 
already did, from Azerbaijan in order to ensure the suc-
cess of the South Stream project and to prevent Europe 
from accessing alternative sources of energy.39 In re-
sponse, the EU denied South Stream a special status that 
would exempt third parties from using the pipeline – a 
status that Nabucco, for example, was granted.40 Mean-
while, Russia criticized the EU’s decision to conduct 
three-way negotiations with Azerbaijan and Turkmeni-
stan regarding the Trans-Caspian pipeline project.41 Mos-
cow asserted that this decision was made without taking 
into account the existing geopolitical and legal situation 
in the Caspian basin. At the same time, both sides realize 
that energy is a sphere in which they will have to find a 
way to cooperate, and thus are in the process of discuss-
ing a roadmap on gas relations lasting until 2050.42 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

The Russian opinion of the EU is divided among the 
Russian government and conservative layers of society, 
and liberal citizens and intellectuals. The latter’s view is 
much less sceptical and more positive. In addition, the two 
factions base their judgement on different issues: those 
who oppose the EU see it as politically weak, yet attempt-
ing to impose its hypocritical views and practices on the 
world; meanwhile, those who support the EU, stress its 
promotion of human rights and civil liberties, especially 
when compared with Russia. 

The EU has little credibility in the eyes of many, be-
cause it is seen as a weak coalition that has no military 
might and cannot reach a political consensus. This is why 
Russia prefers to deal with EU countries on a bilateral ba-
sis; it sees it as more convenient and according to its habits.  
The Russian government does not fully understand the 
workings of the EU bureaucracy, and it is convinced that 
the EU does not understand the workings of the Russian 
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society. Russia’s government subscribes to the realist doc-
trine of world affairs, whereby military power and strategic 
national interests play the decisive role. That is why energy 
and membership in the WTO are so important to Russia – a 
strong state needs a strong economy. 

People who emphasize human rights and civil liber-
ties point out that their government is afraid of the Euro-
pean liberalism. They believe that the European example 
and pressure make the state, which detests any attempt to 
interfere with its internal affairs, apprehensive. This is be-
cause “free-thinking people are enemies of arrogant 
thieves.”43 

Russia and the EU held a summit meeting in De-
cember 2011, which prompted the Russian Institute of 
Modern development to produce a 30-page report on the 
state of relations between the two parties.44 While the re-
port criticized Brussels’ technocracy and the propensity of 
the EU to get into matters outside of its competence – “[b]ig 
questions related to politics should be left up to appropri-
ate negotiation forums” – it also recommended that the 
Russian government should remember the importance that 
the EU accord to human rights.45 Experts asked the gov-
ernment not to ignore the EU’s calls for the development of 
democracy. 

In summary, from the Russian perspective, the EU 
is not unified: those who hold power are sceptical of it, ex-
cept when it comes to economic questions. On the other 
hand, intellectuals and educated citizens look to it for pro-
motion and protection of human rights and civil liberties. 
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SERBIA 

By Petar Dodic 

 

Ethnic composition: Serb 82.9%, Hunga-
rian 3.9%, Romany 1.4%, Yugoslavs 
1.1%, Bosniaks 1.8%, Montenegrin 
0.9%, other 8% (2002 census) 

Population: 7,276,604 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $10,700 (2011 est .)  
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Over the past decade, Serbia’s future has become 
increasingly locked into a path towards the EU. The rela-
tionship has drastically changed since the fall of the Milo-
sevic regime in 2001.1 In 2003, at the Thessaloniki Summit, 
the EU made it clear that Serbia and the region’s future be-
longs within the EU.2 However, achieving candidate status 
has proved to be more complicated than anticipated by the 
Serbian government. Progress has been slow for much of 
the past decade, but it has gained pace in recent years as 
meeting EU criteria has become more effective.3 Serbia 
surpassed some substantial obstacles when it signed the 
Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) in 2008, has 
fulfilled all of its obligations to the ICTY by late 2011, and 
has enacted some major reforms.4 At the same time, there 
have been disappointments for both sides.  

Despite being recommended for candidate status 
by the European Council on October 12, 2011, Serbia did 
not achieve this by the end of the year as it had hoped.5 Ko-
sovo remains a major issue and in December the European 
Commission insisted that relations between the two must 
be normalized before Serbia could receive candidate sta-
tus.6  
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Politika 
www.politika.rs  
 
This is the premier daily newspaper in the country, being 
the oldest in the Balkans.7 As such, it is considered to be the 
newspaper of record and a leading authority in journalism. 
It has a daily circulation of 135,000.8  
 
RTS (Radio Television of Serbia)  
www.rts.rs  
 
The national public broadcaster of Serbia whose daily news 
program is the most watched in the country.9 Since the end 

http://www.politika.rs/
http://www.rts.rs/
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of the Milosevic regime, RTS has undergone reforms and 
restructuring so that currently, according to its website, it 
is committed to promoting democratic values free of politi-
cal bias.10 11   
 
B92 
www.b92.net  
 
A national radio and television broadcaster that began as a 
youth radio station in 1989 and has since expanded to be-
come one of the main news services and television broad-
casters in the country.12 Its primary audience is largely ur-
ban, young and it is associated with liberal political views.13 
Its online news service receives on average 200,000 visi-
tors daily.14 
 
Blic  
www.blic.rs  
 
Blic is one of the most popular tabloid newspapers in Ser-
bia with a circulation of 120,000.15 It was founded in 1996 
by a group of Austrian businessmen and is currently owned 
by the company Ringier, which also owns tabloids around 
the world.16 Its name means “flash” in Serbian and although 
it has slightly more in-depth coverage than the other tablo-
ids, its format remains focused on quick, attention-
grabbing news.  
 
FINDINGS: 
 
2011 was a very eventful year when it came to issues con-
cerning the EU’s relationship with Serbia and has thus pro-
vided many news stories covered in the country’s domestic 
media. The key issues were those surrounding Serbia’s 
prospects for receiving candidate status, Kosovo, and EU’s 
financial crisis.  
 
Candidate Status 
The major topic regarding the relationship between the EU 
and Serbia has been that of Serbia’s hopes for candidate 

http://www.b92.net/
http://www.blic.rs/
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status and the issues surrounding this. The year began with 
reports in the media of the possibility of Serbia achieving 
this goal. 
 
o According to a poll conducted by Politika at the begin-

ning of 2011, the year commenced with high hopes, 
with the majority of the respondents answering that 
they expected Serbia to gain candidate status in 2011 
as well as that the war fugitive, Ratko Mladic, would be 
caught.17  

o These hopes continued to increase throughout the 
year. Politicians on both sides expressed hope and op-
timism that Serbia would be able to achieve candidate 
status in 2011. Serbia’s president, Boris Tadic, set can-
didate status as a goal for 2011.18 Interviews and 
statements by top Serbian and EU politicians rein-
forced these hopes, such as during the visit of EU 
Commission president Jose Manuel Barroso on 19 
May.19  

- Perhaps the biggest event for Serbia and its EU prospects 
was the apprehension of war fugitive Ratko Mladic, fol-
lowed by the last remaining alleged war criminal Goran 
Hadzic. These developments signaled the crossing of one 
of the biggest hurdles to candidate status.  
o On 26 May 2011, Ratko Mladic, war crime fugitive, was 

arrested. This was one of the biggest events of the year 
in terms of Serbia’s hopes for candidate status and it 
made international news, as Ratko Mladic was one of 
the most high-profile war crimes suspects of the Bos-
nian war.20    

o Following the arrest of Mladic, Serbia’s last war crimes 
suspect, Goran Hadzic was arrested on 20 July, signal-
ing the fulfillment of the country’s obligations to the 
Hague tribunal.21 

o Newspapers report optimism among politicians, espe-
cially Serbian ones, that the country will receive can-
didate status by the end of the year.22  

- Angela Merkel’s visit to Belgrade on 23 August 2011 sent 
mixed messages. Although the German Chancellor issued 
statements in support of Serbia’s European integration ef-
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forts, she also criticized the government for its support of 
parallel institutions in northern Kosovo.23 This raised the 
question of whether Serbia would have to recognize Ko-
sovo in order to achieve candidate status.24  

- On 12 October, the European Commission recommended 
that Serbia should receive candidate status based on the 
country's progress with reforms, its cooperation with the 
Hague tribunal, and its regional reconciliation efforts. It 
was also stated that Serbia should receive candidate sta-
tus provided that Belgrade-Pristina dialogue resumes.25 

- However, at the summit of the European Council on 9 De-
cember, it was decided to delay granting candidate status 
to Serbia.26 This was largely due to the dissatisfaction of 
the EU over the progress of Serbia-Kosovo dialogue and 
the clashes between Serbs and EU Rule of Law Mission in 
Kosovo (EULEX) soldiers in northern Kosovo over the 
removal of the road blockades set up by the residents.27   

 
Kosovo 
The fear that Serbia might have had to choose between the 
EU and Kosovo has been one of the most common threads 
throughout the year with various reports as to whether 
such a question would even arise.  
 
o One of the first reports in the year suggested that Ser-

bia would not have to choose between the two and 
that the question will not even rise.28  

o Throughout the year however, various news sources 
reported various statements and conclusions over the 
issue. One report covered statements by Angela Mer-
kel’s party that Serbia will eventually have to recog-
nize Kosovo if it hopes to become a member of the 
EU.29 

- The establishment of road blockades by Serbs in northern 
Kosovo as well as the clashes between Serb residents and 
EULEX forces was another topic heavily covered in the 
media. The incidents brought up questions over the role 
of the EU in the situation. 
o On 26-27 July clashes erupted at the customs posts at 

Jarinje and Brnjak between Serbs and Kosovo police 
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forces after an attempt to staff the customs posts with 
Kosovan police.30  

o In September, tension rose again after Serbs set up 
barricades on major roads in northern Kosovo.31 

o The barricades remained despite calls from Serbia’s 
president, Boris Tadic, to remove them. There were 
several attempts in October at removing the barri-
cades by force by EULEX troops.32 

o By the end of the year, some barricades remained, 
some were torn down, and new ones were still put 
up.33 By the end of 2011, this situation had not been 
resolved and the tension in Kosovo contributed to 
Serbia’s failure to receive candidate status in Decem-
ber as it had hoped.  

 
The Eurozone Crisis 
One of the major topics covered in the media throughout 
2011 has been the financial crisis in the EU. The events 
covered have generally been the same major events cov-
ered in the international media. However, some reports 
have also covered some specific aspects of the crisis, such 
as one article discussing how, while most European coun-
tries have experienced a decline, the German economy has 
grown and even profited as the article suggests, from a 
weak euro.34  
 
- Within the media, the Eurozone crisis has triggered vari-

ous reports of what the crisis could mean for Serbia’s EU 
future. The crisis has sparked the question of whether the 
EU will even want to enlarge given its difficult situation.35 
36 

- Another aspect of the Eurozone crisis covered in the me-
dia was its effect on Serbia’s economy. Many news stories 
pointed out that Serbia was by no means unaffected by 
the crisis since its economy is so integrated into the Eu-
ropean one.37  
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2011 IN REVIEW: 
 
 The major topic discussed in Serbia's media 
throughout 2011 has been that of candidate status and the 
various issues surrounding it. This is not surprising given 
that most of the major events throughout the year, such as 
the arrest of Ratko Mladic, have been related to the coun-
try's prospects for joining the EU. The large number of ar-
ticles written on this subject is indicative of the public’s 
interest and hopes of receiving candidate status; if the 
population had been indifferent to the issue, it would not 
have been such a prominent topic. Several interesting 
trends emerged within this category of news stories as 
well. One such trend was that throughout the year, many 
reports were written predicting whether or not Serbia 
would receive candidate status by the end of the year. 
There were many articles suggesting both outcomes, how-
ever, in general, most foresaw a positive change in Serbia’s 
prospects. Such reports would often highlight the many 
promises and statements of EU officials that supported 
their arguments, while simply mentioning that most of the 
promises made by EU officials were conditional on the 
progress of bilateral relations of Serbia and Kosovo. This 
suggested a generally hopeful attitude in the media over 
the country's prospects of achieving its goal. About halfway 
through the year however, following Angela Merkel’s visit 
to Belgrade, the excitement over the issue had dissipated as 
the German Chancellor made it clear that Serbia would 
have to give up its parallel institutions in Northern Kosovo 
in order to receive candidate status. Thus the general at-
mosphere of hopefulness gradually diminished as it be-
came increasingly clear that receiving candidate status 
would be more difficult that originally anticipated.  
 Kosovo was another major theme in the media 
throughout the year. This issue closely ties into that of Ser-
bia’s future within the EU, since developments in Kosovo 
would inevitably affect the outcome of Serbia's bid for can-
didacy. As such, there appears to have been a great deal of 
anxiety over the issue of Kosovo and the developments in 
that region. One trend, which demonstrates this anxiety, is 
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that many articles discussed whether recognizing Kosovo 
would be a condition for receiving candidate status or for 
joining the EU. The large amount of articles written on this 
debate point to the fears of the public that they may have to 
eventually choose between one or the other and that the 
current policy of pursuing both may not be viable in the 
long run.  
 Apart from the domestic issues, the major interna-
tional topic relevant to Serbia's relationship with the EU 
that has received coverage has been the Eurozone crisis. As 
with the media of many countries, the reports covering this 
topic have been generally negative. This has led to some 
articles analyzing the implications of the crisis for Serbia's 
economy, but also, the implications it may have on EU en-
largement. One interesting trend is that many articles have 
dealt specifically with the role of Germany in the Eurozone 
crisis and its attempts to solve it. This trend is not just iso-
lated to the issue of the crisis but is also noticeable in the 
other two categories. For example, when Serbia did not re-
ceive candidate status on 9 December, many articles 
pointed to the fact that the main countries that opposed the 
action were Germany and Austria. This trend reveals the 
recognition in the media that Germany is largely responsi-
ble for Serbia's future within the EU. As such, there have 
been hints of slight suspicion in the media towards Germa-
ny, such as an article discussing how the German economy 
has continued to grow despite the crisis, even suggesting 
that they have profited from a weak euro.38 It must be men-
tioned however, that evidence of such suspicion is minimal.  
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SPAIN 

By Ariadna Pauliuc 

 

Ethnic composition: composite of Medi-
terranean and Nordic types 

Population: 47,042,984 ( July 2012 est .)  

Member since: 1986 

GDP per capita: $30,600 (2011 est .)  

EU funding in 2010: net recipient 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

After its 1986 entry into the EU, Spain helped es-
tablish Mediterranean and South American dimensions 
within the organization.1 As a strong supporter of the EU’s 
Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), Spain has sought to 
strengthen its ties with, and promote a European-
Mediterranean dialogue. In addition, Spain has been suc-
cessful in increasing relations with Mediterranean, Arab, 
and African nations. As the UfM headquarters are in Barce-
lona, Spain’s involvement and the success of the initiative 
are pivotal to the nation. More regionally, Spain’s accession 
to the EU helped resolve trade frictions between itself and 
its neighbouring countries.2  
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
El País 
www.elpais.com 
 
El Pais is Spain's top-selling newspaper with a daily circula-
tion of 440,000. Its online edition is the second most visited 
in the country, and is internationally recognized among the 
world's twenty best newspapers. The publication was 
founded in 1976 and remains closely connected to the 
Spanish Socialist Party, PSOE.3   
 
The Barcelona Reporter 
www.barcelonareporter.com 
 
Founded in 2005, the Barcelona Reporter is a Spanish 
online paper providing daily news in English.4 
 
Libertad Digital 
www.libertaddigital.com 
 
Libertad Digital is an online paper with 6,458,000 visits per 
month, as reported in 2008. Its political orientation ranges 
between conservative, liberal, and centrist.5 
 

http://elpais.com/
http://www.barcelonareporter.com/
http://www.libertaddigital.com/
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FINDINGS: 
 
The following major topics were widely discussed in the 
domestic media over the course of 2011. 
 
The Eurozone Crisis 
The domestic economic downturn as well as the Eurozone 
crisis dominated the national Spanish press.  
 
- In January 2011, ABC de Seville and the Barcelona Re-

porter reported that despite the rising debt and the sub-
sequent debt crisis, China is still willing to absorb a debt 
of €5.65 billion while the EU is expecting Spain to request 
a bailout, despite protestations from Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero6 

- In the same month, El Pais reported that if the EU were to 
absorb the Spanish debt it would be the largest of the 
European bailouts, as the Spanish economy is twice the 
size of Ireland, Greece, and Portugal combined.7 

- On 1 March 2011, the Barcelona Reporter noted that de-
spite the Spanish government’s optimism for an economic 
recovery, the fact that Spain is affected by both the inter-
national financial crisis and its own sovereign debt crisis, 
limited the prospects of an economic upturn. Prime Min-
ister Zapatero promised to lower unemployment from 20 
percent (the highest of any EU member) as well as to re-
duce the deficit.8 

- Later in March, European leaders set a date to analyze a 
package that would help resolve Spain’s sovereign debt 
crisis after Moody downgraded Spain’s credit rating, as 
reported in the press. Prime Minister Zapatero insisted 
that it would only cost 20 billion euro to refinance the 
banking sector while Moody estimated the effort would 
require between 40 to 50 billion euro. The package pro-
posed by the EU would help consolidate the debt and take 
pressure of the public sector.9 

- Media reports from 21 June 2011 indicated that the Span-
ish Government confirmed that while EU ministers were 
meeting to discuss further emergency funds for debt re-
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lief, Spain would not be requesting a debt bailout from 
the EU.10 

- On 6 September 2011, Libertad Digital published an 
analysis of the political and economic costs of reshaping 
the EU along with considerations of a changing euro and a 
plausible fiscal confederation. While Spanish officials ac-
knowledged that a restructuring or withdrawal would be 
economically beneficial for Spain, the Lisbon Treaty 
makes that extremely difficult.11 

- On 20 November 2011, the press reported that despite 
economic hardship the Spanish government announced a 
wage increase as well as pension boosts scheduled for 
November 2012. The EU reported that Spain is able to 
borrow money from international money markets al-
though at higher interest rates12 

 
Migration 
 
- It was reported on 18 June 2011, that while the Spanish 

government was hoping the EU would help close its labor 
market to Romanian workers in order to lower Spanish 
unemployment, the opening of a new Mercedes plant in 
Hungary actually helped absorb the influx of Romanian 
workers into Spain.13 Spain’s request to close its boarders 
came after several months of experiencing the highest 
unemployment of any other EU member nation. In August 
El País reported that although the EC was hesitant to au-
thorize the proposed labour restrictions at first, the ex-
traordinary economic circumstances, chiefly the Spanish 
unemployment rate of 21%, have persuaded the Commis-
sion to consent to the proposed limitations.14 

 
The Environment 
 
- The media reported in October 2011, that Spain must 

pledge to help restructure the fishing industry as it places 
the most strain on the industry and severely taxes the EU 
as a result. Restructuring should include fleet size reduc-
tion, fishing bans and the creation of marine reserves said 
a EU official.15 
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2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

In 2011, the relationship between Spain and the EU 
was largely based on the economy. The international finan-
cial crisis and the sovereignty debt crisis in Spain were at 
the forefront of EU considerations. While the Spanish 
Prime Minister did not request a bailout, the EU was con-
cerned it would have to help consolidate Spain’s debt 
which would have essentially crippled the EMU along with 
the EU. Despite being straddled with one of the largest 
debts in Europe as well as the highest unemployment rate 
of any other EU member, Spain was able to improve its 
economy by the end of the fiscal year. Largely due to EU 
deliberations and the Lisbon Treaty, Spain was forced to 
actively seek new ways of improving its economy as well as 
to suggest new ways to help improve the Euro and thus the 
economy of the union. The EU was not optimistic in Spain’s 
economic recovery, especially after its credit rating down-
grade by Moody. The Spanish government remained opti-
mistic in its belief of a recovering economy. Spain not only 
did not request a bail out from the EU, but it managed to 
increase the minimum wage and boost pensions by the end 
of 2011. Particularly, the main economic concern the EU 
had with regards to Spain was the sovereign debt crisis and 
the “downloading” of this debt on the private sector while 
trying to refinance the banking system. This consideration 
dominated in Lisbon Treaty deliberations and detracted 
from Spain’s usual zeal in pressuring the EU to get involved 
with the ongoing problems in Mediterranean and Arab 
countries.  

Another important topic relates to Spain’s high un-
employment rates and its influence on the country’s at-
tempt to close its labour market to workers from Romania. 
This was chiefly motivated by the government’s desire to 
protect its economy and decrease the unemployment rate. 
Also noteworthy is the fact that while having Europe’s 
largest fishing industry, the lack of any Spanish restructur-
ing of this industry to ensure preservation, prompted the 
EU to offer potential solutions for the amelioration of the 
situation. Despite many other crucial issues, such as the 
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environment and foreign relations with Mediterranean and 
Arab nations, in 2011, Spain mainly engaged with the EU 
on matters pertaining to the economy and the economic 
crisis. This relationship is telling of the economic condi-
tions in Europe during 2011.  
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SWITZERLAND  

By Rabiya Asad 

 

Ethnic composition: German 65%, 
French 18%, Italian 10%, Romansch 
1%, other 6% 

Population: 7,655,628 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $43,400 (2011 est .)  
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BACKGROUND:  
 

Switzerland is geographically situated in the center 
of Europe, and trades primarily with its European neigh-
bours; however it has not become a member of the EU. In a 
referendum in 2002, the Swiss public voted against open-
ing talks on joining the EU, and currently Swiss-EU rela-
tions are based on a series of extensive bilateral agree-
ments. In 2005, Swiss-EU relations became closer as a re-
sult of a referendum which revealed that the Swiss public 
was in favour of Switzerland signing onto the EU Schengen 
and Dublin agreements. These agreements brought Swit-
zerland into Europe’s passport-free zone and allowed Swit-
zerland to collaborate with other EU members on security 
related issues.1 More recently, Switzerland brought its leg-
islation in line with that of the EU in order to avoid discrim-
ination as a non-EU member.2  
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Tages-Anzeiger 
www.tagesanzeiger.ch 
 
Tages-Anzeiger (TA) is a national daily newspaper based in 
Zurich. In comparison to other Swiss newspapers it has a 
wide readership and circulates to approximately 204 000 
readers daily.3 Although it is politically and economically 
independent, the newspaper is generally considered to be 
politically left and government friendly.4  
 
Neue Zürcher Zeitung 
www.nzz.ch 
 
The Neue Zürcher Zeitung (NZZ) is another national daily 
newspaper based in Zurich, with a daily circulation of 137 
000.5 NZZ shares political opinions that are linked to the 
liberal Free Democratic Party of Switzerland.6 
   
 
 

http://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/
http://www.nzz.ch/
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Swissinfo 
www.swissinfo.ch  
 
Swissinfo is a news and information platform that serves as 
the international branch of the Swiss Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (SBC). Its role is to cover events in Switzerland and 
to offer a Swiss perspective on international events. The 
main readership consists of expatriate Swiss and an inter-
national audience with an interest in Switzerland. The 
swissinfo.ch website and mobile platforms are available in 
up to nine languages. Swissinfo.ch is based in Bern with of-
fices in Geneva and Zurich.7 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The following major topics were covered extensively in 
Swiss national media over the course of 2011. 
 
Foreign Policy 
 
- As part of an initiative to slow Iran’s nuclear development 

program, the EU has issued a number of tough economic 
sanctions against Iran as of 23 January 2012. All EU coun-
tries are banned from importing oil from Iran, and exist-
ing contracts can last as long as 1 July 2012. Restrictions 
have also been placed on investments made by European 
companies in Iran’s petrochemical industry. The Iranian 
Central Bank has also been subject to sanctions, to make 
it harder for the country to finance its nuclear program.8 

- Maria Avet, the spokesperson of the state secretariat for 
Economic Affairs in Switzerland commented that as a 
non-member, Switzerland has not yet decided whether or 
not it will support the sanctions.9  

- However, Switzerland has recently tried to replicate EU 
sanctions in order to harmonize its laws with those of its 
European trading partners, although there was a delay in 
their implementation. If Switzerland stalls its decision to 
impose current EU sanctions this could reduce the effica-
cy of the sanctions themselves.10 

 

http://www.swissinfo.ch/
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Bilateral Relations among European Countries 
 
- In April 2009, Switzerland was placed by the Organization 

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) on a 
grey list of countries for failing to provide bank details of 
foreign tax evaders and helping them hide their assets. 
The Swiss government decided to sign two ground break-
ing deals with Germany in August 2011 and Britain in Oc-
tober 2011 to close the accounts of current tax evaders 
and to ensure that backdated taxes are paid on longstand-
ing assets. These deals were known as the Rubik sys-
tem.11 

- While the Rubik system has been praised by the OECD for 
its transparency, the EU is not fond of the bilateral rela-
tions between these two countries.12 

- The EU Finance Committee has criticized the Rubik Sys-
tem as it claims that the contracts may not comply with 
EU directives. The EU instead wants to impose a uniform 
solution for tax evasion across Europe that is in line with 
EU rules and regulations.13 

 
Free Movement of People 
 
- The Swiss People’s Party has launched a campaign to re-

strict the free movement of people between the EU and 
Switzerland (currently permitted by bilateral treaties be-
tween Switzerland and the EU).14 

- Under Swiss law, which adheres to the principles of direct 
democracy, the initiative requires 100, 000 signatures be-
fore Swiss voters can be asked to express their views on 
the matter. As of now, the deadline for collecting the 100, 
000 signatures has been set for the end of 2012 or the be-
ginning of 2013.15 

- Though the Swiss private sector and most politicians have 
been strongly in favour of the free movement of people 
(along with much of the public which has voted three 
times in favour of the referendums) there has been a re-
cent increase in those opposed to the passport free zone. 
The demographic growth has translated into a lack of 
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available resources for Swiss nationals and has created 
problems particularly with regards to housing.16 

- If the initiative does gain popularity, it could undermine 
the treaties signed between the EU and Switzerland 
harming Swiss-EU relations.17 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

Switzerland and EU relations have traditionally 
been complex. While the Swiss people want to maintain 
their independent identity, the fact that Switzerland is sur-
rounded by so many EU member states has meant that the 
Swiss government has concluded a series of treaties with 
the EU to keep up with the progress achieved by the EU 
member states. It is unlikely, however, that Switzerland 
will join the EU anytime soon. The year 2011 was marked 
by tense relations between the two. Throughout the year, 
Switzerland displayed an interest in following EU policy 
under its own terms. This was shown when the Swiss gov-
ernment suggested that it would take its time to decide if it 
wanted to adopt sanctions against Iran. Clearly, the Swiss 
government was trying to prove its independence over its 
foreign policy and that it could act independently in order 
to resolve international crisis. This is rooted in the fact that 
the Swiss have historically tended to prioritize their na-
tional identity over their European one. This in turn has 
created tension between Switzerland and the EU, as Swit-
zerland only seems willing to follow EU policy when it re-
sults in clear social and economic benefit for its people 
(such as the passport free cone or collaborated efforts to 
resolve security related issues).  

As Switzerland engaged in bilateral relations with 
Britain and Germany to prevent tax evasion, the EU felt 
that its power to create policies and enforce them upon its 
member states was being threatened and its authority be-
ing challenged. As a result, it issued a notification con-
demning the bilateral engagements and suggested instead 
that the EU take up the responsibility of creating a unified 
tax evasion system all across Europe. Like any global insti-
tution, the EU is sensitive to the fact that it only has as 
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much power as countries associated with it, and that Swit-
zerland does not fully recognize the EU’s authority in Eu-
rope. Therefore, it tried to re-assert its influence and make 
its position known on the issue. This bid for power dis-
played the deterioration of Swiss-EU relations more than 
anything else. 

The Swiss people’s attitude towards the EU sug-
gests that Swiss-EU relations have been weak in 2011. Tra-
ditionally, the passport free zone has been appreciated for 
making it easier for people to move across the continent in 
search of employment. However in recent years this has 
come under attack as there are not enough resources avail-
able to sustain a growing immigrant population. The Swiss 
People’s Party has used this opportunity to promote its 
right wing anti-immigration agenda. While there is no 
guarantee that the movement will garner enough support 
to become a referendum, it does reveal the growing con-
cern that the EU’s limited influence in Switzerland is al-
ready being challenged. This opens up multiple avenues for 
challenging inroads made by the EU. In 2011, room for 
compromise between the EU and Switzerland seemed to be 
shrinking. It seems unlikely that relations will improve and 
that Switzerland will join the EU any time soon. 
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TURKEY 

By Isa Topbas 

 

Ethnic composition: Turkish 70-75%, 
Kurdish 18%, other minorities 7-12% 
(2008 est .)  

Population: 79,749,461 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $14,600 (2011 est .)  
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BACKGROUND: 
 

Turkey’s relationship with the EU (formerly the 
EEC) dates back some time. Turkey secured a customs un-
ion deal with the EU in 1995, after applying for associate 
membership to the EEC in 1959. This was followed by the 
signings of the "Ankara Association Protocol" in 1963 and 
the "Additional Protocol" in 1970.1 A recurrent element in 
EU-Turkish relations, thus far, is the slow pace of the nego-
tiations between the two sides.  

In 1997, Turkey was declared eligible for EU Mem-
bership, and was officially made a candidate two years lat-
er on “equal footing” with the other candidate countries.2 
Since then however, there has not been much progress in 
terms of Turkish accession. It took six years to officially 
open negotiations for accession and the Accession Partner-
ship guiding the process has been revised twice since.3 
Many chapters have been opened and only one has been 
closed, meaning that any hope among Turks for accession 
to the EU is diminishing rapidly.  
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Zaman  
www.zaman.com.tr 
 
Zaman is the paper with the highest readership and circu-
lation rates in the country; its daily circulation is approx-
imately 1 million.4 The paper is known for its conservative 
views and is sometimes linked with the Gülen movement. 
Launched in 1986, the publication belongs to a large media 
group, consisting of a media agency, a TV channel, a daily in 
English, a radio station, and others.5 
 
Hürriyet 
www.hurriyet.com.tr  
 
Hürriyet is a popular daily with 360,000 copies circulated 
daily. Its reporting is often provocative, but generally sym-
pathetic to national pride particularly targeting working 

http://www.zaman.com.tr/
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/
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class readers.6 The newspaper launched in 1948 is current-
ly owned by the large industrial group, Doğan. The compa-
ny also owns several other daily publications in the coun-
try.7 
 
Sabah 
www.sabah.com.tr 
 
Sabah is one of Turley’s most popular daily tabloids with 
close to 400,000 copies circulated daily.8 It is a moderate, 
centre-right newspaper that was recently acquired by Çalık 
Holding,9 whose CEO, Berat Albayrak, is the son-in-law of 
Prime Minister Erdoğan. The company publishes over 50 
other publications such as regional and national daily 
newspapers, weekly papers and magazines.10 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The articles found in the aforementioned news sources 
throughout 2011, revealed the following trends: 
 
Loss of Interest in Accession 
 
- There is the notion among the Turkish people, which is 

represented by the domestic media, that the EU is sort of 
a “Christian Club”11 in which the major players France 
and Germany will not tolerate the accession of a largely 
Muslim country that would also significantly alter the 
balance of power.12  

- There is a consensus that the government in power has 
fulfilled its requirements to bring Turkish standards up to 
the level necessary for acceptance into the EU. The EU’s 
complex system of bureaucracy is mostly blamed for the 
lengthy process.13  

- The media consistently reflects the Turkish public’s de-
clining enthusiasm for accession to the EU. In a survey 
conducted by the German Marshall Fund, only 38% of 
Turks say that EU membership would be a good thing, 
compared to 73% in 2004.14 

 

http://www.sabah.com.tr/
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The unfair use of Cyprus as a bargaining chip 
 
- Turkish people are annoyed by the fact that the issue of 

Turkish Cyprus is constantly brought up by the EU.15 This 
issue even caused a stir between Prime Minister Erdoğan 
and then Greek Prime Minister Papandreou at the Am-
bassadors Conference held in Erzurum, during which Pa-
pandreou stated: “unless Turkey ends its invasion of Cy-
prus, it can never become a member of the EU.”16 

 
EU Accession as a dividing force within Turkish society 
 
- Due to the fact that no actual progress has been made in 

Turkey’s bid for accession, the government feels com-
pelled to continually restate that they have not given up.17 
This is particularly important, as the opposition blames 
the government for the lack of success in the accession 
process. The topic of EU membership mostly ends in 
heated debates and arguments between members of par-
liament, just like the one that broke out between Egemen 
Bağış, the Minister for EU Relations, and members of the 
opposition parties during the 13 December session of 
Parliament.18 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 
 2011 was an uneventful year in terms of Turkey’s 
relations with the EU. The fact that not much has changed 
in the accession process is not a good sign, and has served 
as a substantive factor for the deterioration of the EU’s im-
age in the eyes of the Turkish public. Public opinion de-
monstrates an unwillingness to accept the government’s 
rhetoric that it is working towards making Turkish acces-
sion to the EU a reality. The fact that there are occasional 
policy stand-offs between Turkey and the EU does not help 
the situation. This was the case in February 2011 when 
Turkish citizens were exempted from obtaining EU visas. 
Turkish officials continue to insist that the EU needs Tur-
key more than it needs the EU; most Turks share this view, 
although Europe’s political elite does not recognize it.19 Eu-
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ropean politicians only acknowledge this opinion when 
trying to attract votes in constituencies with a large Tur-
kish population.20 Egemen Bağış, the Turkish minister for 
EU affairs, has publicly stated that the patience of the Tur-
kish government and people is dwindling, and that the EU 
must take decisive steps towards resolving what seems to 
be a political deadlock.21 

The issue of Cyprus has been raised more frequent-
ly than ever before and has had the effect of galvanizing 
opposition to joining the EU. Opponents point to EU re-
forms as an attempt to use the accession process to in-
fringe upon Turkish sovereignty.22 Şahin Alpay, a well-
known columnist, has been one of the most active media 
personalities in following the unfolding of events between 
the EU and Turkey.  In an op-ed written in June 2011, he 
stated that the EU had lost its power over the Turkish gov-
ernment and more recently, in December 2011, he ques-
tioned the significance of the accession process entirely.23 
24 The EU remains hostile towards Turkey and often treats 
it like a second-class country. The Turkish people recognize 
this, which is reflected in the dwindling approval rate of 
Turkish EU membership.25 
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UKRAINE 

By Tanya Branitska 

 

Ethnic make up: Ukrainian 77.8%, Rus-
sian 17.3%, Belarusian 0.6%, Moldo-
van 0.5%, Crimean Tatar 0.5%, Bulga-
rian 0.4%, Hungarian 0.3%, Romanian 
0.3%, Polish 0.3%, Jewish 0.2%, other 
1.8% (2001 census) 

Population: 44,854,065 ( July 2012 est .)  

GDP per capita: $7,200 (2011 est .)  
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BACKGROUND: 
 

In 2008, the EU and Ukraine launched the Associa-
tion Agreement negotiations. During the fifteenth EU-
Ukraine Summit the European Council President Herman 
Van Rompuy stated that “the support of European public 
opinion to Ukraine's political association and economic in-
tegration to the EU is an important asset.”1 However, re-
cent political events in Ukraine resulted in the following 
statement: “The perceived deterioration of the quality of 
democracy and the rule of law in Ukraine has a direct im-
pact in our Member-States, in our public at large, and in the 
European Parliament.”2 

 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
Ukraine’s news media field is dominated by television as 
the primary source of information for most of the popula-
tion. Ukraine’s media watchdog Mediasapiens has pub-
lished a report indicating the numbers of media standard 
violations and censored TV news reports. 1+1 scored as the 
second channel with the greatest number of instances of 
censorship.3 In general, the current regime and its repre-
sentatives have dominated TV news commentaries and 
very little time has been afforded to the opposition.4 More-
over, in 2005 the current Head of the State Security Service 
of Ukraine bought 61% of the channel Inter. Concerns re-
garding the transparency of the transaction5 and the new 
owner’s conduct6 have been raised.  
 
Inter 
www.inter.ua 
 
Inter is Ukraine’s most popular TV channel7. Its web page, 
Podrobnosti, gets over 13.4 million hits a month8. The web-
site also has an RSS feed running non-stop. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.inter.ua/
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1+1 
www.1plus1.ua 
 
1+1 is the country’s second most popular TV channel.9 Its 
news program “ТСН” (TSN) has a monthly rate of over 19.7 
million hits10. The website has a Ukrainian and Russian 
version.  
 
Korespondent 
www.ua.korrespondent.net 
 
Korespondent is Ukraine’s most popular online news 
source. The monthly hit rate of the website reaches the 
number of 42.2 million.11 The website has a Ukrainian and 
Russian version. Apart from their own journalists’ reports, 
Korespondent also publishes news and expert reviews by 
the BBC Ukraine. 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
Between 1 January 2011 and 1 January 2012 the following 
EU-related events received the greatest coverage in the 
Ukrainian media: 
 
The Tymoshenko Case and the European Values and 
Identity 
The case of the ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko was 
one of the most prevalent topics in the Ukrainian media. A 
lot of attention was paid to the European reaction to the 
development of the case and its influence on EU-Ukraine 
relations.12  
 
Financial assistance and energy sector cooperation 
One of the most prominent themes in the media was that of 
the EU providing financial assistance to Ukraine.13  
 
- Cooperation within the energy sector was also a promi-

nent topic in the media.14 15 Several dimensions of the 
energy sector were discussed in this respect. The most 
prominent aspect of this topic is Ukraine’s relation with 

http://www.1plus1.ua/
http://www.ua.korrespondent.net/
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Russia as the major provider of energy resources. The 
other topic of discussion on energy was focused on alter-
native ways in which the EU could deliver the necessary 
energy sources while avoiding Ukraine – the Nord Stream 
and the South Stream.16 17  

 
Public opinion on the EU 
A number of media reports discussed how Ukrainians 
perceive the EU.  
 
- In the recent year, the publication of opinion polls that 

assess the Ukrainian attitude towards the EU and 
Ukraine’s “European choice” have become common in the 
Ukrainian media. The most notable of these reports eva-
luate the attitudes in eastern Ukraine and the Crimea, 
where a large Russian minority is present, toward 
Ukraine’s geopolitical alignment.18  

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

The Ukrainian media presented the EU from two 
perspectives that were strongly linked to Ukraine’s foreign 
policy. In one of his interviews, the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Ukraine Kostiantyn Hryshchenko stated the follow-
ing: “I am certain that there is no alternative course to the 
European integration. This is the only foreign policy strate-
gy that unites all our society, all regions of our state, and all 
fractions of our political elite.”19 

The first point of reference to the EU involved the 
topic of European values and identity – democracy, the rule 
of law, and the protection of human rights. These issues 
were discussed in the news reports on the EU reaction to 
the Arab Spring and the crackdowns on the protesters in 
Belarus. Therefore, the values of the EU represent a norma-
tive standard for Ukrainian society. The Ukrainian authori-
ties may be using the positive associations of the EU to 
promote their own image. 

With regard to the human rights, one of the most 
notable news stories involved the EU member states’ reac-
tions to the Tymoshenko case. The Tymoshenko case has 
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become a notable point in the relations between the EU 
and Ukraine. The perspectives of both sides differ. The EU 
states that the violations of human rights and the question-
able political practices of the ruling government represent 
an obstacle to the deepening of Europe's cooperation with 
Ukraine. In her interview with BBC Ukraine, Amanda Paul, 
an expert from the Centre of European Politics stated: 
“Brussels wants to see the improvement of the democratic 
standards in Ukraine before signing these documents … As 
it is widely known, many EU states tie this process to Ty-
moshenko’s release...”20  

The Ukrainian authorities presented the case in a 
different light: “The President of Ukraine, Viktor Yanuko-
vych, claims that none of the previous administrations in 
Ukraine have done more for European integration than the 
current one. And the only obstacle [author’s emphasis] to 
integration is the situation with the ex-prime minister of 
Ukraine Yulia Tymoshenko.”21 Therefore, the opposition 
has blamed the government’s failure to fulfill its promises 
of European integration. 

It appears that the European idea was sold to the 
Ukrainian public through the media. The EU has become 
the major point of comparison in terms of political, eco-
nomic, and social standards. Ever since Ukrainian indepen-
dence, the most prominent discussion has concerned the 
question of Ukraine’s political orientation, “with the East or 
with the West?” The divergence in public opinion was per-
ceived as the most prominent marker of national division. 
Today, the news report that the “Youth in Donetsk and 
Crimea claims its European choice.”22 It is true that Euro-
pean integration is recognized by the youth as the pre-
ferred vector in foreign policy. However, the survey of an 
influential Kyiv-based think tank, Razumkov Centre, dem-
onstrated that the support of different foreign policy vec-
tors still varies from region to region.23  

Notably, a fair amount of media attention was paid 
to the issue of the Eurozone crisis and economic develop-
ments in the EU itself.24 The most critical news was that 
which involved the state of Euro and the possible dissolu-
tion of the Eurozone.25 26 The news articles mostly focused 
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on the developments in the Eurozone and the steps taken 
by its member states to overcome the crisis. Some of the 
expert opinions commented on the chance of the dissolu-
tion of the Eurozone.27 

In conclusion, the prominent trends in the news re-
ports concern the recognition of Ukraine’s European iden-
tity, European values, and the benefits of cooperation with 
the Western partners. The general tone of the messages is 
perhaps too optimistic when weighed against the political 
reality in the country. The media’s overabundant use of the 
word “success” is rather alarming. The much-discussed 
summit did not end with the signing of any milestone 
agreements. For instance, the negotiations of the visa re-
gime are still on the table. While Van Rompuy, Barroso, 
Fule, and Texeira point to numerous inconsistencies that 
need to be settled, the representatives of the incumbent 
regime in Ukraine underline the new “successes”. 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM 

By Debbie Butts 

 

Ethnic Groups: white (of which English 
83.6%, Scottish 8.6%, Welsh 4.9%, 
Northern Irish 2.9%) 92.1%, black 
2%, Indian 1.8%, Pakistani 1.3%, 
mixed 1.2%, other 1.6% (2001 cen-
sus) 

Population: 63,047,162 ( July 2012 est .)  

Member since: 1973 

GDP per capita: $35,900 (2011 est .)  

EU funding in 2010: net contributor 
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BACKGROUND: 
 

While the UK initially rejected membership of the 
ECSC it joined the EEC in 1973, which would later become 
the EU. Dubbed Europe’s “awkward partner,”1 they opted 
out of the EMU in 1991.2 Despite this, the UK still plays a 
leading role in the day-to-day workings of the EU, and EU 
law supersedes its national law.3 Today the UK is one of the 
largest economies in the EU.4 
 
MEDIA SOURCES: 
 
BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation)  
www.bbc.com    
 
BBC News is the largest public service broadcaster in the 
UK,5 providing ongoing radio, television and online news 
coverage. BBC News online is the most popular news web-
site in the UK.6 Although there have been allegations made 
of a political bias from all parties, the BBC claims to be neu-
tral: “we are independent, impartial and honest.”7 
 
The Guardian 
www.guardian.co.uk  
 
The Guardian is a left of center British national newspaper 
published daily, claiming to be “without party affiliation, 
and faithful to its liberal tradition.”8 The Guardian Online is 
one of the most popular British newspaper websites be-
hind the Daily Mail’s Mail Online.9  
 
Daily Mail 
www.dailymail.co.uk  
 
The Daily Mail is a British conservative middle-market tab-
loid owned by the Daily Mail and General Trust. It is one of 
the most popular newspapers in the UK, and has the most 
popular online offering.10  
 
 

http://www.bbc.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
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FINDINGS: 
 
In January, there were suggestions of refashioning the EU-
UK relationship.11 A EU Bill was proposed to prevent the 
handover of further powers to Brussels without a public 
vote.12 Tory Eurosceptics expressed dissatisfaction with UK 
Prime Minister David Cameron and concerns over UK sove-
reignty as the transfer of powers to the EU continues.13 The 
government initially rejected calls for a UK referendum on 
EU membership, but Conservative pressure for one re-
turned in September.14 In October, Cameron refused the 
call for a referendum despite a 100,000 strong petition in 
September.15 16 The result was the resignation of several 
Tories and rebellion against Cameron.17 18 Statistics 
showed that 70% of voters want a referendum on the UK’s 
EU membership.19 In October and November the majority 
of the new intake in government also desired a different 
relationship.20 The issue of regaining UK power was ongo-
ing throughout the year, and there was a general increase 
in Euroscepticism.21 22 
 
UK influence in EU affairs 
 
- In February and March, the UK exercised its influence 

over the EU, encouraging them to take action over the 
situation in Libya23 and was perceived to be taking con-
trol of EU action in the matter, along with France. Came-
ron’s approach reveals a conflicting EU stance; he was 
pro-EU in March24 and a “practical Eurosceptic” by Sep-
tember.25 In October, Cameron said that any change to a 
EU treaty would not be against UK interests,26 27 yet in 
December he refused to cooperate.28 During the Eurozone 
crisis his focus was on protecting British interests,29 and 
reports emerged of arguments between Member States 
and the UK, with no movement from either side.30 

 
The Eurozone crisis 
 
- In December the Eurozone crisis put treaty changes back 

on the EU's agenda.31 32 David Cameron reiterated that 
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none of the proposed changes about the future shape of 
the EU would trigger a referendum in the UK.33 David 
Cameron blocked a EU-wide deal to tackle the euro cri-
sis,34 35 leading to suggestions that the UK will be isolated 
from the EU.36 37 Reports revealed a divide in opinions 
within government.38 39 40 Concern was expressed from 
business and industry sectors over the economic implica-
tions for the UK.41 42 The reaction from member states 
suggested a loyalty to the UK, as France and Germany 
both reiterated their support.43 

 
The Environment, Immigration and Financial Aid to the 
EU 
 
- Other issues regarding the environment,44 45 46 immigra-

tion,47 48 49 and, in particular, financial matters recurred 
throughout the year and revealed ongoing tensions be-
tween the UK and the EU. The UK has shown reluctance to 
give financial aid to the EU, yet wishes to remain influen-
tial and included in EU decision-making processes (Por-
tuguese and Greek bailouts in March and June; IMF pack-
age targeted at the Eurozone towards the end of 2011).50 
51 The UK’s 2012 2% increase in its EU budget contribu-
tion was labelled a “victory” over the EU. 52 

 
2011 IN REVIEW: 
 

The UK’s relationship with the EU has clearly dete-
riorated, and over the course of 2011, tensions between 
the EU and the UK have increased, resulting in their rela-
tionship being arguably more fragile than ever. The most 
frequent debate in the media has centered on the issue of a 
UK referendum on EU membership. At the beginning of the 
year, Tory Eurosceptics voiced their concern over the issue, 
although MPs rejected a Tory MP’s call for a referendum.53 
However, pressure on the UK government to hold a refe-
rendum returned in September, with MPs from across all 
parties calling for a “EU overhaul.”54 55 Over the year, as 
events unfolded, Euroscepticism gathered considerable 
support and momentum within the government, spreading 
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into the public arena and being granted much media cover-
age.56 

Throughout the year, Conservative MPs have called 
for Cameron to take a tougher line on issues such as Eu-
rope, immigration and social policy.57 58 There appears to 
be the need to reassure the general public that the UK gov-
ernment is taking a firm stance in its approach to relations 
with the EU. There is a lack of reports promoting or even 
acknowledging the benefits of EU membership. Repeatedly 
there are discussions of “safeguarding” the UK from closer 
integration,59 60 and the need to regain lost power and res-
ist any further loss of powers to the EU. The EU is often 
portrayed as a negative force infringing on UK sovereignty 
and meddling in UK law;61 both by the media and by MPs. 
Reports reveal unwillingness from the UK to fall in line 
with the EU ideals of unity and cooperation. Instead, the 
relationship is presented as a competition between the 
two,62 with a substantial amount of negative coverage and 
bitter negotiations regarding issues such as budget, immi-
gration and environmental issues.63 64 65 66 The UK clearly 
wishes to remain an important player in the decision mak-
ing process of the EU, despite their reluctance to accept 
responsibility or give financial aid.67 

Throughout the year, Cameron has supported EU 
rhetorically, for the benefit of relations with the EU. In 
March he stated that he wanted Britain to stay within the 
EU and influence its future. The UK’s influence within the 
EU was apparent in February and March, when the UK and 
France cooperated over the Libyan civil war and Libyan no-
fly zone. The UK was seen as an instrumental part of the 
proceedings, leading meetings and working closely with 
other EU member states.  

The Eurozone crisis brought tensions to a head to-
wards the end of the year, both with the EU and between 
political parties within the UK government. David Cameron 
reiterated that no reworked EU treaty designed to solve the 
Eurozone crisis would be signed unless it contained safe-
guards to protect British interests.68 But while some 
wanted to use Eurozone negotiations to help return more 
powers to the UK,69 the Liberal Democrats believed efforts 
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to regain UK powers were deeply damaging.70 Within the 
UK government, the divide in opinions over the UK’s mem-
bership in the EU has led to David Cameron attempting to 
appease all parties. The PM’s inconsistent stance on the EU 
over the year does not present a stable picture of the EU to 
the UK public.  

In December, Cameron’s veto over the Eurozone 
crisis would dramatically alter the UK’s position within the 
EU and separate it from other EU Member States. His move 
threatened the stability of the EU in order to prioritize the 
UK’s agenda. There are reports that the majority of the UK 
public supported his decision, falling in line with the Eu-
rosceptic trend.71  Internally, the coalition government has 
remained divided throughout the year. Deputy PM Nick 
Clegg has warned of the dangers of "fragmentation"72 and 
other senior government officials have also expressed dis-
dain over the outcome.73 France and Germany have shown 
a loyalty towards the UK, despite Cameron supposedly agi-
tating relations.74 It remains to be seen what the conse-
quences are, but initial responses suggest the UK could eas-
ily become isolated from EU affairs.75 
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